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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE following work was com poſed with 
a deſign, to amuſe and inſtruct: the 
dent ariſes chiefly, from a relation of 
tranſactions truly marvellous and intereſt- 
ing; many of theſe are undoubted facts, 
ſupported by the ſtrongeſt evidence; others 
are only fictitious, yet probable, and very 
conſiſtent with the former ; the real facts 
are drawn from the ſacred hiſtory, the fit. 
tious are invented from ſhort hints therein 
alſo contained. The inſtructions are x2 "0 
of a religious and moral kind, they are 
delivered not directly as from the Author, 
but by a variety of perſons of different cha- 
racters, introduced upon various occaſions; 
theſe perſons are ſelected from the various 
orders of intelligent beings, of which We 


A 1 hate 


: 
[ 
| 


©. PP RUSS OE, 
have any knowledge, namely, God, An- 
gels, men, and devils. 


The diſcourſes and actions of theſe per- 


ſons, are expreſſive of their different cha- 


racers, and adapted to the particular occa- 
ſions upon which they are introduced. Al- 
molt every thing ſaid or done, has a relation 
to the principal character, viz, t Meſſiah, 


whoſe birth, life, doctrines, miracles, death, 


reſurrection, and aſcenſion, are attempted to 


beſet in a plain, rational, uſeful and in- 
tereſting light. The intention of the whole 
48, to make good impreſhons Upon the mind, 


and promote the intereſts of virtue and re- 
ligion in the world. Whether it is properly 
calculated for that end, every one who reads 
it t muſt) judge for lug Pa, 
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BOOK IL 
Tux Azcunent. 


Immediately after the reſurreftion »f Lazarus, Sa- 


tan aſſembles the principalities of his empire upon 


mount Hermon; relates briefly his various ſucceſs, 


diſappointments and fears, eſpecially from the cer- 
tain appearance of the Meſſiah ; demands advice; 
different ſchemes propoſed by Belial, Abaddaon, 
Melach, and Mammon; their fo rf 2 


ON G bad Satan, beheld witht envy; malice 
and terror, the amazing ſucceſs of the 
Meat ; every day his fears increaſed; in. g ro- 
portion to the growing danger, hien dne 


„ 


Fan. 


powers, attend with patience, while relate thoſe 
*.* events, which now, more than ever demand 


6s THE MESSIAH, Bock 1. 
with the greateſt expedition, and in the utmoſt 
perplexity, he aſſembles upon mount Hermon the 


principal miniſters of his empire. Like a blaſted 
cedar upon Lebanon he ſtands erect amidſt the 


apoſtate angels, grief, indignation, and terror 


ſtruggled in his guilty mind. His expreſſive looks 


commanded attention; an awful filence held 


them mute; not a whiſper, not a breath was 


heard, while the reballious arch-angel thus be- 


O ye thrones, dominions, principalities, and 


your ſerious conſideration, Ye may well re- 


member the obſcure threatning denounced in Pa- 


radife, © the ſeed of the woman fhall bruiſe 
thy head”. The birth of Cain gave us no 
ſmall uneaſineſe, till we found by experience that 


our fears were vain. From that time till the food 


of Noah, our apprehenſions of danger were al. 


moſt forgot; nothing it ſeems but a univerſal 
deluge could defeat our conqueſts, and diveſt us 
of that empire we had gained over the human 
race. Soon after that, we recovered our dominion 


over the deſcendants of Noah, inſomuch, that to 


each of you I appointed diftin& kingdoms and 


prineipalities. Over theſe ye were acknowledged 
"as gods, and worſhipped with various rites, ac- 


cording to your deſires : It is needleſs to men- 
tion all the dominions I aſſign'd you, I have di- 


"vided among you the nations of the world for an 
E not one of 1 cheſe has oppoſed qur 


a: 9 


authority, but the baſe, the deteſted kingdom of | 


THE MESSIAH, 


Judah. There indeed we frequently gained a 
ſettlement, but could never hold it long ; this is 


the only contemptible ſpot of earth, where our 
enemy is acknowledged as ſovereign 


even in this 
place we have many friends, who, while they 


profeſs ſubjection to him, are nevertheleſs our 


faithful ſervants. We have now obtained by 


repeated efforts, not only the dominion of their 


hearts, but alſo the poſſeſſion of their bodies; 


we can now amuſe ourſelves, with their diſtraF- 
eld imaginations, ir diſordered ſenſes, and ex> 
cruciating pains, In ſhort, after all the attempts 
made by our enemy to erect his kingdom upon 
the ruin of ours, yet we have ſo far ſucceeded as 
to gain an univerſal empire, for all the king- 
„ doms of the world are wine, and to whom | 
* ſoever I will I give them”, 


How often have we been alarmed. in the midſt 


of proſperity ? How dreadful was that voice from 
heaven, which once I heard, while in my reptile. 
form I lay concealed, on one of the mountains of 
Moriah ?” It was directed to Abraham in theſe 
Words © in thy ſeed ſhall all the families of 
„ the earth be bleſſed” this ſeemed to be the 
ancient threatning again renewed, and impotted 
no leſs than a total revolt from our authority, 
Accordingly we ſoon beheld a nation formed 
in the land of Ham and the moſt dreadful cala- 
mities inflicted upon our ſubjests chere +. . 
n e friends periſhed in the red ſea, Sndiina: 
ſelf became a prey to our enemies L ne 
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various cccaſions to expel the deteſted race; 
at length by unweared toil and aſſiduity we gain- 


"OO ro ts nee wore ns . 


not mention the repeated efforts, aide upon 


ed ten of their tribes 3 and I expected to have 
gaiged a conqueſt over the other two, when 


Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah the fon of Re- 


maliah joined in confederacy againſt them; but 


the expedition failed; then were my ancient 


fears again revived, for while I entered Jeru- 


ſalem in the form of a raven, I obſerved the pro- 
phet Ifaiah converſing with Ahaz, and heard | 
him pronounce the following words “ the Lord 
c himſelf ſhall give you a ſign, behold a virgin 
„ ſhall conceive, and bear a ſon, and ſhall call 
e his name Immanuel“ the ſon of a virgin muft 
certainly be the ſeed of the woman. Whatever 


en- of danger were occaſioned from 
theſe words, yet a long ſeries of proſperous 
events, had almoſt entirely removed them, eſ- 
' pecially when I beheld their city and temple 


_ Utterly deſtroyed, and their nation led captive, 


into the very centre of our dominions. There 
2 expected to have obtained a total victory over 
' them, but to my great diſappointment, I found 
they had contracted a greater averſion to our di- 
vinities than ever. Upon their reſtoration to 
their native country, which you know gave us 
all ſo much pain, the ſame threatning was again 
renewed by the laſt of their prophets, in theſe 
words ce the Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly 


„ come to his temple, even the angel of the co- 
«..yenant, whom ye delight in“. The ſame 


threatning 


with the greateſt ſucceſs. 


tain philoſophers i in the eaſt, to be the fign 


Book I. 


threatning of vengeance has run through every 


age; we have been tortured with fears, elevated 


with vain” hopes, and blaſted with frequent diſ- 
appointments, yet after all, had not Michael the 
arch-angel ſtood up in the defence of that nati- 
on, our moſt zealous and faithful ſervant Antio- 
chus had certainly crowned our expectations 
It is near five hundred 
years ſince their return from Babylon, and dur- 


ing all that time, we have never been able, either 


by terrors or allurements ; to draw them aſide 


from a profeſſed ſubjection to our grand adverſary, 
| The ſtate of our kingdom is now in greater dan- 
ger than ever, 
Peine of our preſent ſituation. 


Some of you may be inſenſible 


Hear then, O ye foreign princes, ſo far re- 
moved from the dangerous ſcene, ye rulers of 
the diſtant world, and all, ye powers who lead 
the ſavage tribes in blind obedience to our will, 


from the eaſtern boundaries of China and Japan 


to the weſtern Britiſh Iſles, and from the ſultry 
coaſt of Angola to the frozen Scythian hills, hear, 
while I relate to you things unknown, and full | 


of dread, fs s 


Not many years ago, the horrid din of war 
ceaſed through the carth, and peace prevailed 
through a great part of our dominions ; ; this pro- 


found calm was only a ſad omen of the approach- 


ing ſtorm which ſoon began. For ſuddenly a 
ſtar appeared in heaven, this was known by cer- 
n 2 a 


e prince being born in Judese.“ 
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| - Jaam, „ there ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, 
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10 THE MES SIA H. Bock l. 
ed by its gentle rays they left their native coun- 
try, and arrived in Jeruſalem, enquiring for the 
new born king: this alarmed the city, the pro- 
phets were conſulted, and it was found, that the 
Meſſiah ſhould be born in Bethlehem. This 
brought to my remembrance the words of Ba- 


* and a ſceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſtaelꝰ. Immedi- 
ately I haſted to Bethlehem. There I ſaw a ten- 
der Tafank incloſed in the gentle embraces of an 
affectionate and blooming mother, never did I | 
behold a child ſo lovely, ſo divine; a ſwect ſe- 


Z 
C 

renity, a mild benevolence, a godlike majeſty | 1 
were ſtrongly expreſſed in every feature. an 
awful reſpe&, a profound veneration and love MW ! 
irreſiſtible, ſtole ſuddeply into my heart, and for a 

a moment poſſeſſed my ſoul : but a little reflei- 1 
on ſoon brought me to my ſelf again. My fears 0 
aroſe, I hated the lovely infant, and the tender g 
mother: I fled from the deteſted place, my ſer- n 
vant Herod I confirmed in his jealouſy, and rouſ- te 

ed all the terrors of his ſoul, diſappointed by th 
the philoſophers and ignotant of his ſuppoſed an 
rival, he readily complied with my deſigns; the pl. 
n of his ver geance are ſent forth, and all the the 
children of Bethlehem, and the adjacent country an 
immediately put to death. From that day forth an 

J ſuppoſed all danger from him was at an end, tin 

1 judged him ſlain among the infant tribe. ope 
Olten times did I ſearch, but never found but 

him till thirty years. expired, at laſt, while 1 wal 


Rood by the river Jordan, where the multitude as 0 
were 


OI 


Book I, THE MESSIAH. 
were baptized by John, there I beheld him com- 
ing up out of the water, and heard a voice from 


heaven ſaying, this is my beloved fon in 
« whom I am well pleaſed”, never did envy, 


| dread, and malice, rage with fo much fury with- 


in my ſoul, ſince the fatal day, when with the. 
vengeful thunder of his Almighty Father, he 


drove us headlong over the battlements of hea- 


ven, into the hiſſing flames of the infernal deep. 


Our deſtruction, ſaid I, js now at hand, the ſeed 
of the woman appears at laſt, the enraged fury 
. of heaven's everlaſting king, is now diſguiſed in 
the habit of frail mortality. From the time of 
his baptiſm, I watched him with a careful eye, 


He retired into the lonely wilderneſs for prayer 


and contemplation. There he lived forty days, 


like Moſes on the cloudy top of mount Sinai, with- 


out any food. The wild beaſts of the deſart for- 


getting their native fierceneſs crept gently by him, 
nor did the hungry lion with hideous roar diſ- 


tend his foaming jaws when he approach'd. Like 


the kind domeſtic animals, ſometimes they fawn'd 
and lick'd his feet; ſometimes they ſported and 


play'd around him, as once we ſaw them do in 
the flowery fields of Eden, At length hungry : 


and almoſt faint, he wandered PI the rocks, 


and prickly briars, and branching woods, fome- 
times in the gloomy ſhade, and ſometimes in the 


open light, in ſearch of Ncorns, herbs, or roots, 
but-hone he found. I thin approach'd him as a 
wandering ſhepherd; I ment to try his temper, 


as once tried the firſt parents of the dune race, 
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Bock I. 
and found them weak. O ſon of God, ſaid I, 
for you ſeem to be the perſon J lately beheld on 
the banks of ] rdan, and honoured with that 
name by a voice from heaven, what do you mean 


by retiring from ſociety, and dwelling with the 


wild beaſts of the deſart? here you muſt periſh, 
for nature finds no ſuſtainence in theſe lonely 
wilds; I ſee you quite exhauſted with hunger, 
and unleſs you convert theſe ſtones into bread, by 


a miracle, you mutt certainly die, before you can. 


reach the habitations of men, or find any ſupply. 


By this I intended, that he ſhould diſtruſt the 
providence of his Father. 
ceive my deſign, and told me, that human life 
is not preſerved by bread alone, but by the power 
of God, who can ſupport the human body when 
_-he pleaſes without it, or can provide food in a 

y, I then rctired, and 
ſcarce had I gone a little diſtance, when I ſaw 


But ſoon did he per- 


manner quite extraordinary. 


the truth of what he ſaid, for immediately a band 


of angels appeared to him, and refreſhed him with 
Soon after this J placed him on 
the battlements of the temple; there he ſtood 
ſor, ſome time, beholding the various landſcape 
of hills, and vallics, and fertile fields, and wind- 
ing fireams, and gardens, and ſtately palaces, 
Now ſon of God, ſaid I, throw thy ſelf down 


from hence, truſt in thy Father, fear no harm, 


for thus he hath promiſed to preſerve thee ““ he 


46 Wil give his angels charge concerning thee, 
„ and in their ds ſhall they bear thee up, 
60 lat at any time thou daſh thy foot againſt a 


* 
2 8 „ 
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„ ſtone”, here alſo he diſcovered my intention, 


in preſent dangers, but we muſt not wilfully 
reſolved to make one trial more. 


pomp and glory. 
J, here is an object worthy of your choice, I 


mine at preſent ;z but I freely give them up, if 


every temptation, unſhaken à8 the deep rooted 


lee, and Judea, preaching repentance and re- 


his doctrine with this argument, that the king- 
dom of heaven or the diſpenſation of the: Meſ- 
ſiah ! is at hand, His inſtructions are all confirm- 


THE MESSIAH z 
and thus replied, we ought to rely. upon God 


throw our ſelves into danger, on purpoſe to tempt 
his power or goodneſs, to work a miracle for our 
preſervation, Having failed in theſe attempts, 1 
Accordingly 1 
carried him up unto an exceeding high mountain, 
and at once made to him a repreſentation of all 
the kingdoms of the world, in their greateſt 
Behold, O ſon of God, ſaid 


know they are all deſign'd for you, they are 


you will only bend the knee, and thank me for 
the generous gift. Scarce had I ſpoken, when 
with ſcornful indignation he replied, begone Sa- 
tan, tempt me no more, for it is written thou 
« ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
« ſhalt thou ſerve“. Quick as the lightning I 
diſappeared, for J could no longer endure his 
piercing looks ; I found him beyond the reach of 
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hills before the gentle breeze of the worning, 
From that time forth he appeared' 48 à prophet, 
travelling with unwearied labour through Gali- 


miſſion of ſins, in all their cities and villages, 
In every ſy nagogue and in the temple #enforcing 
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ed by a variety of miracles of the moſt extraor- 


dinary kind : If he commands the blind to ſee, 


| the deaf to hear, the dumb to ſpeak; in a mo- 
ment it is done. A word of his mouth; or a 
touch of his hand inſtantly cools the burning fe- 


ver, or reſtores the withered limbs to their. won- 


ted ſtrength and activity. The bloated hy drops, 
ſhaking palſey, and moon-ſtruck m:dneſs, yea 
all diſeaſes fly at his approach, and blooming 
health attends his ſteps. Our power is gone, 
nor dare we torture whom he wills to ſave. Eren 
the dark and lonely regions of the dead are with- 
in his power. This very morning he raiſed to 
life, in the preſence of many ſpectators Lazarus 


of Bethany, who expired four days ago, and 


lay confin'd within the grave. The liſtning 
crowds behold the triumphs of his power, and 
all his doctrines are heard with a pleaſing admi- 
ration. His deſign in brief is this, to deftroy 

our kingdom, and on its ruins to eſtabliſh his 

own. Should he prevail, what muſt we expect? 
Nothing elſe than a ſpeedy exile from the earth, 
| and a cloſe confinement in the dark abyſs, where 
a doleful region of woe, and priſon of horrible 
deſpair, ſhall again receive us, the blaſted and 


miſerable victims of- inſatiable and eternal ven- 


geance. Upon the moſt urgent and threatning 
© occaſion you ſee, I have conven'd this aſſembly. 


Never was the intereſt of our empire, and the 


ſafety of our perſons in greater danger than at 


preſent ; now is the time for our united wiſdom 


to exert iclelf, to the utmoſt degree of poſlibility ; 


Tac 
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rack your invention, ſpeak freely whatever ſeems 


beſt to be done, either in our own defence, or 
for the confuſion of our adverſaries; there are 
thoughts brooding in my mind; but as they are 


not fully matured, I ſhall wait ll 1 hear your g 
various conſultations. = 
With theſe words Satan el His ws 1 
jected eyes dropt tears of unutterable diſtreſs, 


while throbbing anguiſh wrung his troubled 


heart. A dreadful horror ſat on every coun- 
tenance, a deep and deadly groan burſt from the 
whole aſſembly like diftant thunder growling in 
the ſky. Mount Hermon trembled at the aw- 
ful ſound, and the foundations of Syrion felt 

the ſhock ; the lions in terror ſtarted from their 
dens, and the leopards fled along the hills, like 
frighted lambs before the proveing wolves of yl 


the deſart. 


| Depreſſed with tie woe, they ſat for 
ſome time in ſilent expectation, 'till Belial aroſe, 
Belial the apoſtate angel who holds the effemi- 
nate ſons of pleaſure in the ſoft tenacious bonds 
of ſenſual delight, ſeduc'd by him, they ſpend 
their days in gay amuſements; the varied dance, 
the ſweet harmonious ſound, the ſparkling bowl, 


and dark defil'd embrace, enormous riot and 
thoughtleſs diſſipation with never ending toy! con- 
ſume their wretched lives. Ghaſtly and pale the 
licentious demon aroſe from his ſeat, with a ſear- 
ful aſpe& and trembling joints, like his deluded 


fons when ſudden death ſtares them in the face 
| Thiice 
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s 17 rice he attempted to ſpeak, but dread and ſor- 
| row ſeal'd his lips; at length he ſaid, 


O ſovereign prince of heavenly powers, chief 


ruler of this great terraqueous globe, our com- 
mon danger is great beyond diſpute, perhaps be- 


yond deſcription, no language can expreſs the 
terrors J feel, nor can I ever forget the time, 
whep in the burning deep we ſought a ſad retreat 


from the inſufferable vengeanceof our almighty foe. 


The fearful den has indeed run through 


every age, the ſeed of the woman ſhall deu 


« thy head;“ theſe words are big with eternal 


fury and en to all our hoſt; our enemy 
will never repent of his deſigns, nor yet can we 


repent, for we delight in all we do; as ſoon ſhall 


light and darknefs be reconciled as he and we. 


It is impoſſible to reſiſt his thundering power, 


it is intolerable to ſuffer his burning indignation, 
and therefore all we can do at preſent is only 
to try if we can by any means ſuſpend his wrath, 


59 


and put far off the evil day.” This I account 
2 of all our pains, could we poſſibly gain 

Hear then what I propoſe. Jeſus of Naza- 
= is doubtleſs the ſon of God, the Meſſiah 


promiſed to the Jewiſh nation, in all his out- 
ward circumſtances he appears like a man of the 
: loweſt rank, diſtinguiſhed from the crowd, only 
by ſpotleſs innocence and heavenly power, an 


extraordinary prophet raiſed up like Moſes to in- 


ſtruct the choſen ſeed of Abraham, for I under- 
ſtand that his commiſſion extends no further than 
to that ee only. Now what if we ſhould 
—— perf hee f 
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ſwade the Jews to give him a kind reception, as 
the ſon of God and the long expected Meſſiah, 


pected events, may afford ſome hope of better ſue- 


our authority, at leaſt in words, and never at 


the prophets and prove them liars ; for they have 


“ the duſt of death,” He knows theſe predicti- 


the earth, Now it is impoſſible he can be the 


_— 7 


perſwade the Jews to receive him, and yield a 
ready ſubmiſſion to his authority? Be not ſurpri- 
ſed, the end will juſtify the means. If we per- 


this may for a time ſuſpend the wrath of heaven, 
this may gain a reprieve, till after days and unex- 


ceſs. A truce from war is ſometimes made With 
prudent foreſight of obtaining greater advantages 
over the enemy. Let us now ſuppoſe him cho- 
ſen by the unanimous conſent of the nation for 
their king, what can we loſe by this? No part 
of our dominions, I am ſure, for they diſclaim 


any time were long our ſubjects. But ſee how 
much we gain by it, ſhould they cheerfully re- 
ceive him, this one event would confound all 


all with one conſent foretold that the Meſſiah, 
* would be deſpiſed and rejected of men, cut off 
from the land of the living and brought unto 


ons, and accordingly has foretold that he ſhall 
be three days and three nights in. the heart of 


true Meſſiah unleſs theſe things be accompliſhed ; 
and therefore could we by any means perſwade 
the Jews to receive him, then he, and all the 
prophets would be deceived, and all their vain 
preſcience end in public fraud. This ſore muſt 
be deſirable, Not that I love the Jews, nor yet 
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the Meſfiah, our determin'd and implacable foe; 


I hate them both, and with the greateſt pleaſure 


could [I behold his ſufferings, triumph in his 
death, and in their deſtruction, The multitude - 
we ſee are ſtrongly attached to his intereſt, they 


are well diſpoſed to receive him as their king; 


the chief prieſts, the elders and great men of the 


nation deſpiſe him for his meanneſs : But theſe 
_ perſons are our moſt faithful ſervants ; we can 


| bend their inclinations which way we pleaſe. 
| Let us therefore unite- our influence, and by all 


the arguments we can ſuggeſt perſwade them to 
make choice of this man for their king. They 
all expect a wordly prince, ſo let him be; for 


though he ſhould reign in Judea, our authority 
over the nations may remain as ſtrong as ever. 
Should we ſucceed in this attempt, then all the 
prophets ſhall be liars, and he himſelf a deceiver. 
Fou have my advice, but if any can propoſe a 


better I mall hear it with the greateſt ſatisfac- 
tion. 


content. Oftentimes he rides on the whirle- 
wind with ſounding wings, over hills and plains, 
and o'er the raging deep, the towering cedars 


fall at his approach, and the oaks of Baſhan 


gtoan beneath his ſteps. From lowring clouds 
hae often darts in fire, and - roars tremendous 
through the darken'd ſæy; while fear, and death, 
and deſolation mark his horrid paths. With fu- 
| a riout 


Scarce had he ended when Abaddon roſe; 3 
horrible frown ſat upon his countenance, ſtrong- MW 
ly expreflive of inward trouble and faging diſ- 
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rious looks, and vengeful heart, and — 
voice, he thus began. 

Ye mighty gods and rulers of this lower world, 
the moſt complicated danger, and intricate perplex- 
ity muſt certainly attend our preſent ſituation, when 
a baſe ſubmiſſion, and timed compliance with the 
5 deſigns of our hated enemies, have been ſo warm- 
ly recommended in this aſſembly. Not that I 
have any ſuſpicion of the great fidelity and fervent 
zeal of Belial for our common intereſt. Of this 
I am fully. ſatisfied, nevertheleſs the beſt inten- 
tions, the moſt laudable and publick ſpirited de- 
ſigns often fail of ſucceſs, through the applicati- 
on of fooliſh and improper means. The mind 
is apt to be confounded by exceſſive fear, and 
viſdom flies away when terror mounts the throne, . 


where fortitude ſhould dwell. Let us avoid all ũ³᷑E˖tẽ 
miſtakes of that kind. I ſhould indeed rejoice 


to ſee the purpoſes of our enemies defeated, to 


ſee the words of the Meſſiah diſappointed, and 
the ancient prophecies entirely fruſtrated, . All 
this indeed might happen, would he accept of a 
worldly kingdom ; but that I am ſure he never 
will. Have ye not heard already, how on the 
mountains airy top, he ſcorn'd the gift of all our 

empire; and leaſt any ſhould imagine that his 


denial, proceeded from perſonal malice againſt | 


our ſovereign prince, or a contempt of the terms 
upon which it was offered: I myſelf obſerved 
him once in the barren deſart, after he had 
fed a great multitude with a few loaves and 
mall fiſhes, abſolutely refuſe the government of 


* : 


row circle of his own countrymen ? 
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his native country when they were about to 


compel him to accept of it. I ſaw him retire into a 


lonely place in order to avoid their importunity, 
It is true he loves to rule over men, but then it is 
over their hearts, their wills and affections; by the 
power of truth, and by the charms of virtue bring» 
ing them into ſubjection to the laws of God; all o- 
t her power than this over 


zen he utterly diſclaims, 
Shall we be his ſervants? 
intereſt, by l telling the world hat this is the Son 
of God, the long expected Meſſiah? No, if 


ſome of us have done it already, either out of 
| fear, or with a deſign to blaſt his miniſtry, it is 


neither prudent nor ſafe to do it any more; and 


5 you know we are abſolutely prohibited under the 
gain of his immediate diſpleaſure, 
poling there were no danger in it, why ſhould 


But even ſup- 


we confeſs his power, and publiſh his title to 


the Jewiſh nation? with a deſign we are told, 
| _-that they may chooſe him for their king. Let us 
then ſuppoſe him ſeated on the throne of his 
| anceſtors, by the unanimous conſent of high and 


low, how great muſt be our loſs in ſuch a caſe! 
We loſe the affections of all who ſubmit to him, 
and befides this, can we imagine his authority 


will extend no further? Will he ſuffer us peace- 
ably to reign over all the world beſides, or can 
. we ſuppoſe him indifferent about all other nati- 


ons, and limiting his affections within the nar- 
No, his 


deſigns are far more extenſive. Have not the 


Shall we ſupport his 


prophets ſaid, „that in him all the nations of 
CEN, | eth 
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Book I. THE MESSIAH, 21 
« the earth ſhall be bleſſed, that he ſhall be for 


a light unto: the Gentiles, and for ſalvation to 


et the ends of the earth; that he ſhall ſpeak 
ee peace unto the heathen, that his dominion 


« ſhall be from ſea to ſea, and from the river 


& to the ends of the earth.” Theſe are the de- 


crees of heaven, the deſigns of God and his 


Anointed, if theſe ſhould be accompliſhed the 


| ruin of our kingdom is inevitable, Our buſineſs 
then is, to invent and put in execution, every 


poſſible method to prevent the impending danger. 


Tbis mutt be done by ſome bold and daring ef- 
fort, by ſudden violence, and not by the arts of 


flow deceit, and mean compliance. His death 
is decreed, be it ſo, it is better for us I. think 


that he ſhould die, than live and reign for ever. 


But die he ſhall not, as the prophets !.:ve fore- 
told, by the hands of men, in mild ience to 
his father's will, and with kind ag din to them 
who ſhed his blood; there all the grit lies. A 
death ſudden, unexpected, and almoſt without 
pain, a death which allows no time {or reflection, 
or any room for patience, ligne to the di- 
vine will, or meekneſs toward men; ſuch a 
death merits no reward, it - no virtue in it. 


If the Son of God mould in this manner, 


neither he himſelf, nor an; of the human race 
could reap any advantages from his death, for in 


the fight of God, the ſuffering» of men have no 


value; any further than as they are attended with 
virtuous diſpoſitions in the mind of him-who-fuf- 


fers. A ſudden death inflicted on the Meſſiah, 
2 2 would 
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would not only defeat the intentions of heaven, 


but would alſo fruſtrate the ancient prophecies, 


and ſecure our kingdom from the imminent dan- 
ger with which it is threatned. 

By various arts within the reach of my power 
this may be accompliſhed; ſhould I from the 
burning caverns of mount Etna, or the ſmoul- 
dering flames of Veſuvius, raiſe a pitchy cloud 
charged with the poiſoning ſeeds of death, con- 
ducting, yet not diſperſing it, by a gentle wind 
cover the great ſea, *till hovering in Judea, I 1 
quickly ſurround him in the peſtilential damp, 


and in a moment break the ſprings of life, Or 
high in the liquid air I form a denſe cloud of 


vaſt extent'; either on the hills or over the plain 
where he ſtands; by a gentle gale directed to 
that ſide which is illuminated by the ſun a large 
concavity is formed, from thence the ſolar beams 
are collected in a point where the ſtrong expan- 


1 ſive heat repells the ambient air; this ſuddenly. 
{ recoils with ſtrong elaſtic force; from thence the 
whiſling blaſt begins, while men, and beaſts, 


and trees, and ſtately towers, toſt round and 


# round fly mingling through the ſky. In this 


manner I once deſtroyed the ſons of Job, and fo 
ſhall the Mefliah periſh if ye conſent; or if ye 
rather chooſe, I'Il burſt in lightning from the 
8 clouds, and in a moment blaſt our dangerous foe. 
Thus did I once confound with inſtant death, 
the numerous flocks i in the land of Uz and all dans 

ſervile train, 4 | | « n 
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Scarce had he ſpoke, when lo, his breath en- 
raged was turned into flames, his wide extended 
noſtrils poured out a furious ſtotm, which roar'd 
along the hills, a ſad ſignal of his awful power, 
and deadly malice againſt the Son of God, 

No ſooner had he ended, than the dreadful 
god of Ammon roſe to public view. A calm and 
deliberate malice, inſpiring his votaries with a 
fierce and cruel ſuperſtition, join'd with the deep- 
eſt hypocriſy, covered over with a ſtiff and for- 
mal gravity darkned his ſou], and appeared in 
his wrinkled features; an enormous cloak dyed 


F 

rin blood, and recking with human gore, horrible 
* to view; hung over his tremendous and diſtorted 
n ſhape, No one of the infernal crew was ever 
o WW worſhipped with more barbarous rites than he. 
e Tue horrid ſcreams of children in the fire, the 
18 bitter wailings of parental grief, mix'd with the 
* hoarſe ſound of rattling drums, compoſed the 


ly WW muſic of his infernal ſacrifice, Thus did the a- 
ne poſiate Jews in the valley of Hinnom burn their 
ts, ſons and their daughters in the fire to devils. 
nd Near Satan's right hand ſtood this cruel ſpirit, 
nis who after rolling his hateful eyes round all the 
ſo. hoſt, began in the following manner. 475 

ye Hear, O Immortal ſpirits, companions dignifi- . 
the ed with high renown, and mighty. power over 
oe. this terraqueous globe, I now adviſe; but would 
th, N carefully ſhun the extreams of abject fear and 
the blind impetuous rage. A calm deliberate malice 
- ; bhat allows one to ſearch diligently for the moſt 


Froper means, and to wait patiently for the pro- 
+a = 


\i 
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per time to put them in execution, this ſeems 
beſt to me. Abaddon has propoſed that the Meſ- 
ſiah ſhould be put to death, fo far I think he is 
right, but the means are, certainly wrong, ſudden 
forde will not do, for that is out of the reach of 
our power. We know by ſad experience the 
ſuperior ſtrength of our almighty foe ; witneſs Þ 
the dark, the deep, «the burning lake, where once 
we fled in the utmoſt conſternation, Have ye 
forgot his words when at the beginning he only 
ſaid “ ariſe, thou dreadful, thou horrible abyſs, 
ce be thou the priſon of all my future foes”; ſwift 
as the word it ſprung from uneſſential night. He 
only frown'd and then the flames roll' 0 hiſſing 
round the dreary dungeon of the deep. We 
cannot do what we will, but only what he per- 
mits. Was our power equal to our malice we ſhould 
not have been reduced to the neceſſity of ſuch 
long conſultations, By his permiſſion we eſcap- 
ed from hell, and range the ſpacious earth ; by 
his permiſſion not by matchleſs power we ſtand 
now on Hermon's cloudy top, and weigh with 
_ prudent foreſight what may come, or what our 
limited power and ſkill may poſſibly do, to ſecure 
or adyance the intereſt of our kingdom. Abad- 
don ſays he'll ſend the roaring tempeſt, or poiſon- 
ing vapours round the ſon of God, he'll cauſe 
the thunders to roll above his head, and the keen 
Etherial lightnings to blaſt him in a moment, all 
this might be done if no reſtraint was laid upon 
his power. Has he forgotten what happened once 
in che land of Ham, when Moſes in the field of 


| | Zoan 
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Zoan ſtretched out to heaven his awful rod; lo, 
the ponderous cloud poured down the rattling 
hal, and flaming fire, while flocks, and herds, 
W and fruitful trees, and verdant fields all periſh in 
me mingled ſtorm, Where was he then!“ Or 
why did he not direct the cloud over the deteſted 
fields of Goſhan, anil pour out his vengeance 
upon our avowed enemies? If he commands 
the ſtorm, why did the ſtrong eaſt wind drive 
back the Egyptian ſea ? If the clouds convene, | 
and the thunders roar, and the lightnings fly at 
his command, why did the Aſſyrian hoſt, the zeal- 
cus votaries of Niſroch periſh in a moment be- 
W fore the walls of Jeruſalem ? an angel from hea- 
ven we know directed the ſtorm, nor could Abad- 
don with all his force reſtrain his dex or ew 
vent the diſmal effects. 
Once indeed in the land of Uz we beheld him 
clothed in fire, and riding on the whirlewind, 
while he ſcattered deſolation amidſt our foes: 
hut even then limits were fixed, the charge was 
this “ behold all that he hath is in thy power, 
<« only upon himſelf put not forth thy hand”, 
To Dlaſt the ſon of God would be a vain attempt, 
| for tie flaming fire and ſtormy wind fulfil hls 
word, this we lately ſaw while he paſſed the lake 
of Galilee ; a perfect calm had ſmooth'd the ſur- 
face of the deep, and preſented a poliſhed mir- 
rour to the ſky ; at that time he lay in ſound re- 
poſe, while Abaddon ſaid, I'll try my powet, 
III fink yon prophet in the raging flood; high 
in Bon air he ſhook his rapid wings, the 
| B 


aroſe, 


A 


26% THE- MESSIAH. Book 1. 
| | | aroſe, the foaming billows roll'd above the deck, 


and deadly horror ſtared in every face; the ſon 
i of God awoke, he only ſaid “ 4 buſh'd ye 
| 
| 


* winds, ye 1oaring weaves be ſtil” the winds 
obey'd, the rolling waters ſunk in filent peace, 
In Gadara we felt his power, we trembled at his 
frown, and thouſands fled at his rebuke. Even 
a2 whole legion of our hoſt could not ſo much as 
. drown the briſtly herd, till he had given permiſ— 
g ſion. Almighty power attends his words, and aſl, 
bands of angels camp around his path, Violence 


l 4 therefore, I judge impracticable ; but even ſup- 1 
poſing that might do, I dread what then might ; il 
i follow, Sure nothing could inflame Almighty x 
ll venge: higher pitch than this. Wh "Ui 
i geance to a higher pitch than this. at if Wo, 
4 { his indignation ſhould chain us down to the burn- 
ing Jake, and his wrath in a moment blow up 

| theſe flames ten thouſand fold more fierce than 


ey ? Or what if worſe than all this ſhould 
happen ? for who can tell what infinite and 


iF boundleſs wrath can do ? the ſon of God mult 
die, as all the prophets have foretold, ſo much : 
ll. the better for us if he die by the hands of men, Meat 
5 for in that caſe, the conſequences will be to our Nie de 
8 advantage; the choſen ſeed of Abraham ſhall In s 
i | | then be cut off, or totally rejected for ſuch a crime, ol, 
T7 the firſt ſhall rid us of a nation who have been aher 
in continual, rebellion againſt our authority ; the _ 
be laſt ſhall certainly reduce them to our obedi- 0 8 


— — — 2 — „ — m 


e But here ie may be objected, ſhall we con- I, the 


eur er event, ſo plainly decreed by heaven, ves i 
per deſign to ſubvert the intereſt 
of 
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Book I. THE MESSIAH. 27 
of our kingdom ? to this | anſwer, that the death 
of the Meſſiah was never decreed by heaven. 
For he who ſent him into the world, has given 
abundant proofs of his divine commiſſion, by 
X his doctrine and miracl.s z the tendancy and de- 


i ſign of theſe is to make all men believe in him, 
1 and ſubmit to his authority; accordingly the evi- 
8 dence is ſo ſtrong, that we ourſelves cannot reſiſt 
[= it, Now if God intended that all men ſhoyld 
d WF aſſent to the truth when fully preſented to their 
ce minds; he could never at the ſame time intend 
* that they ſhould oppoſe it; if he commands the 
nt 


Jews to believe on him, he muſt alſo at the fame 
time forbid them to offer him any violence; can 
if God decree the death of his ſon, and yet forbid. 
in- men to fulfil that decree ? can he will contradic- 
tions? no ſurely, for we have never found any 
thing of this kind from all the diſcoveries we 
have made; and therefore I conclude that God 
never decreed, nor intended the death of the 
eſſiab; he only foreſaw that the Jews would 
obſtinately rejec him, and at laſt put him to 
eath, and for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, 
e decreed not to hinder them. Now. if he Tore- | 

aw that the Jews would commit ſuch. 4 crime, 

ould we endeavour to prevent it? no, let us 


been W:iher with all poſſible expedition haſten. that 
Ken vent, which will deliver us from our enemy and 
edi- 


vyolve that nation in guilt and mifery, Let 
$ therefore haſten his death, for the longer he 
ves in this world, he will certainly do us the 
ore miſchief, The method I would Propoſe 
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kept them within bounds. Theſe indeed re- I 


tempt. The multitude aàre always giddy and 


waves of the tempeſtuous deep toſſed to and fro 


muſt he appear to their prejudiced minds; an 
he plainly foreſces, and ſo may we. The reſut- 


ing poli ical terrors in the minds of the great 
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for the execution of our deſigns is this ; you ſee 
how the chief prieſts, the Elders, the Scribes 


| 

[ 

and Phariſees deſpiſe him for the meanneſs of his „ 
birth, they hate him for the freedom of his re- 4 
bukes, and they envy his growing fame among 8 
the people; theſe paſſions are exactly ſitted to it 
our purpoſe, let us every day add to their force; o 
for where theſe are predominant, no evidence ci 
however ſtrong can poſſibly prevail. Theſe WM to 
men have already formed deſigns againſt him, te 


nothing but the terror of admiring crowds has to 


gard him as the Meſſiah, but after all, I pre- 
ſume it will be no hard matter to change their MW the 
love into hatred, and their admiration into con- 


inconſtant, inſenſible of true merit, led by pal- 
fon, ſeldom goverin:d by rcfleQion, like the 


with every wind. From the higheſt to the low- 
eſt, they all expect a victorious prince, a Meſ- 
fiah who ſhall deliver them from the Roman yoke, 
and reign in ſplendor over all the world. Thee 
hopes muſt certainly be diſappointed, diſappoint 
ment will change their opinion, cool their affec- 
tion, and rouſe their indignation, What then 


impoſtor worthy of an infamous death. All this 


rection of Lazarus preſents an occaſion for rail- 


the voice of fame with ten thouſand tongues and 
| rapid 


* 
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rapid wings will ſound the wonderous ſtory in 1every 
ear. Haſte then ye princes, ſummon all your 
rage, ſwift as the ſolar beams let us fly to mount 
Zion, alarm the prieſts and quickly convene the 
Sanhedrim ; let us awaken every furious paſſion 
in their breafts, while I endeavour to preſide 
over all, and to diate what they ſay, My prin- 
cipal intention is to inſpire them with courage, 
to baniſh popular terrors far away, that a ſen- 
tence may be ſpeedily pronounced and carried in- 
to execution againſt the Meſſiah as an Impoſtor, 
If he makes no reſiſtence, as I am confident he 
will not, his patience will then be conſidered by 5 
the multitude, as a proof of his impotence, a 
ſhameful diſappointment of their hopes, and a 
ſufficient reaſon for deſerting his cauſe. 

As ſoon. as he had concluded, high ſhouts of 
loud applauſe poured forth from every tongue. 
The wide extending roar was heard on Baſhan 
hills, and on Gilboas barren rocks the diſtant 
murmurs rung. 5 

No ſooner had this vain 0 ended in a pro- 
found filence, than Mammon roſe at Satans left 


hand, By him the ſorded ſons of Avarice are i WM 


led in glittering chains, the willing captivgs. of 
his power ; taught by his gentle, ſoft, pegſwalive 
tongue, they fondly imagine, that wealth, and 
happineſs are the ſame, that truth and juſliee, 
conſcious worth, and facred honour, and all the 
radient charms of virtue, are only vain and emp- 
ty names compared with gold. Behind this bel- 
ern Rood a horrid train of en forms, 

1 ready 
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ready to execute his will, There treachery ap? 
peared with double face, and fraud diſpuiſed in 
the garments of Simple truth, and open hearted 
honeſty. By lim ſtood victor ſtained with 
blood and graſping a dagger in his right hand, 
oppreſhon with monſtrous claws, ſhaking an iron 
rod of amazing length and frowning terrible on 
all below him ; theſe and many more, were the 
guards of his perſog, and the faithful miniſters 
of his will; every eye was fixd on him, and 
every ear liſtened with keen attention, while thus 
he delivered the ſecret counſels of his heart. 
Ye Gods of this ſpacious world, I have ob- 
ſerved with great pleaſure that, though various 
ſchemes have been propoſed in this aſſembly, yet 
the ſame zeal for our common intereſt appears in | 
every one, Our laſt advice I judge the beſt, 1 
only offer what may improve the plan, and give 
our deliberations full perfection. There is no 
doubt but the chief prieſts and Elders are well 
diſpoſed to execute our intentions, the popular in- 
dignation is the only reſtraint upon their zeal, 
this probably will continue till they find a con- 
venient opportunity of laying hold on the Mefliah 
by a ſtratagem” conſiſtent with their own ſafety, 
Open violence may be attended with too much 
danger; but ſecret fraud, and dark nocturnal 
wiles may gain what we deſire. One traytor 
has ſometimes done what mighty hoſts of armed 
foes could not atchieve. The ſon of man 
*« mult be betrayed”, I heard himſelf pronounce 


theſe words, while ſecretly I lay within the bag, 
X and 
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and Judas me embraced with fond deſire ; oft-dlmes 


in he viewed my glittering form, he loved me, he 
ed adored me in his heart ; at length I ſecretly ſtole 
th into his imagination; ever ſince; I have directed. 
d, the train of his thoughts; in hopes of endleſs ſtore, 
on and worldly pomp, he follows the Meſſiah, im- 
on patient for the day, when he ſhall fit upon the 
he throne of David, and reign triumphant over all 
ers the earth. What if I ſhould perſwade this man, 
ind that nothing but violence will rouſe the indigna- 
nus tion of his maſter, that ſelf defence and nothing 
elſe will move him to confound his enemies, 
ob- and aſſume his native right as God's aneinted and 
ous the king of Iſrael. If once I can perſwade him 


to believe this, will he not embrace the firſt op- 
portunity of delivering him into the hands of his 
enemies, He believes him already to be the Meſſiah, 
he believes the Meſſiah ſhall never die, and therefore 
he will apprehend no danger can ariſe from ſuch an 
action. Let us therefore according to the advice 
already given, convene the Sanhedrim, confirm 
their prejudices, Strengthen their paſſions, and 
preſide over their deliberations ; till at length they 
paſs a decree for apprehending him. This will 
give Judas a fair opportunity of betraying! him 
into their hands. What then ſhall he do ? he 
muſt either reſiſt, or patiently ſubmit, If he 
make any reſiſtence, then he himſelf and all the 
prophets will be found Impoſtors ; if he ſubmit, 
then his friends will all be deceived and diſap- 
pointed in their expectations. They look for a 
mighty prince invincible in war, the dread, of 

B 4 | nations, 


as 
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nations, the victorious Lord of this preſent world. 
All this they expect from him, who can heal the 
fick, raiſe the dead and conquer demons with a 
word. But all their hopes ſhall end in ſhame, 
and grief, and furious diſappointment, when in- 
famy, and pain, and death fhall be his lot. Then 
perhaps we may reign ſecure and proſperous, un- 
leſs the Almighty ſhall ſtir up ſome future broil 
| to diſturb our peace. If any ſhall think proper 
either to correct or enlarge upon what | have ſaid, 
I ſhall hear it with pleaſure. 

Here he ceafed while Satan roſe with a ohaſtly 
| ſmile of approbation and thus beſpoke tde hole 
BH aſſembly. 
| Ve mighty princes, 1 have heard with much 
tan bon your various deliberations, for though 
different means have been propoſed, you all agree 
in the ſame general deſign, nor is it to be expect- 
£d that all our princes ſhould ſee what is wifeft 


and beſt in every cafe ; but when ſuperior wif- 


dom points ont the ſhorteſt and the ſafeſt way to 
; gain ſucceſs, what ſhould the inferior do but give 
aſſent without envy. In this, our union and the 


|  Rrength of our empire conſiſts, in having only 


one view, the public good, and in a chearful ſub- 


. miſſion to. all the means by which it may be ad- 


vanced, . Not like the puney race of mortal men, 
where divided intereſts, partial views, and proud 


cConceit of knowing all, throw them into con- 
fuſion and make them eaſily fubmit to our ſupe- 


. Tior ſway. Maloch and Mammon have pointed 
out the beſt means to bein our u they have 
bit 
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hit upon the very ſcheme which I told you lay 
brooding in my mind. They have ſupported it 
by the ſame arguments which occured to me, 


and I rejoice to find ſuch probability of ſucceſs 


in a caſe ſo dangerous and perplexing. Future 
occurrences, at preſent beyond our view, may 
give occaſion to further conſultations ; in the 
mean time let us depart, and make ſuch obſerva- 
tions upon the preſent poſture of affairs as may 
be ſubſervient to our defigns, let us aſſemble the 


Sanhedrim; inflame thai rage, and ſpread dark 
neſs over their minds, Let Judas be hurried on 


to betray his Maſter, and all the reft of his diſ- 
ciples be terrified with hideous forms of death,. 
while I endeavour amidſt a complication of mi- 
ſeries to plunge himſelf in the deeps of deſpair. 

At theſe words unnumbered legions bowed- 
lowly round their helliſh chief, till a thundering 
roar. from the impending clouds gave the ſignal of 


departure, In a moment they fled from- mount. 


Hermon, in number like the buzzing inſects 
which dance in the funs mild eyening rays. 


Through all the land they diſperſed” in legions, 


in broken parties, or wandering, individuals, 
from the fruitful coaſts of Sharon, to the lofty 


Hills of Arnon, and from Lebanon to the bar- 


ren rocks of Edom; every where they light un- 
ſeen, eſpecially on mount Zion and in Jeruſalem, 
where they perched on the walls like W vul- 
tures ſearchin g for their prey. 
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BOOK I 
THE ARGUMENT. 


Nahaſh, Tilon, and Shamma having ſeen Lazarus 
raiſed from the dead, return to Feruſalem, and 
inform Caiaphas, who thereupon convenes the San- 
hedrim. Annas relates the dangers he apprehend«s + | 
ed from Jeſus of Nazareth. Alexander charges 
him with many crimes ; and adviſes to put him to 
death, Nicodemus with great caution ſpeaks in 
his favour, Joſeph of Arimathea boldiy pleads - 
his cauſe, Caiaphas propoſes the death of Feſus 
as an expedient to ſave the nation from the reſent- 
ment of the Romans, a decree is paſſed ta appre- 
bend him, with * the council tue. 0 


SCARCE 


Tus; but enemies to Jeſus, men of wicked lives, 
and yet ſtrongly attached to the intereſt of the 


the reſarrection of Lazarus, and of the divine 


, 4 
. 

I 

| 
Y 
1 


cere regard to the intereſt of our native country, 
wie came to inform you of an extraordinary fact, 


plexity, and what grievous apprehenfions the 
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CARCE had the radiant ſun diffuſed his. 
golden beams over Judea, when Nahaſh, 
Tilon, and Shamma, arrived in Jeruſalem from 
Bethany. Theſe were diſtant relations of Laza- 


chief prieſts and the traditions of the elders. 
Theſe three, though they had been witneſſes of 


power of him who raiſed him from the dead; 
yet were they ſo obſtinate and hardened in their 
unbelief, that as ſoon as they arrived in the city, 
they went to the palace of the chief prieſt, where 
they waited for ſome time in a manificent hall, 
till Caiaphas appeared, to whom Nahaſh addreſ- 
fed himſelf in the following words. 
O Caiaphas ſovereign prieſt of the moſt high 
God, no trifling matter could have induced us 
to diſturb thy r-poſe ſo early; prompted by a ve- 
neration for the ſucceſſors of Aaron, and a fin- 


which, in our opinion claims a ſpeedy conſidera- 
tion, as it may be attended with very dangerous 
conſequences. We are fenfible how much per- 


rulers of Iſrael have already ſuffered, from the 
ſtrange. conduct of Jeſus of Nazareth. No one 
of his actions has been fo alarming, as that which 
yeſterday we ſaw with our eyes. Five days 90 
a diſtant relation of ours died in Bethany, and 
8 un 


. 
. 
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was buried x upon that occaſion we were preſent,, 
and as his two ſiſters were in the deepeſt afflicti- 


on for the loſs of a beloved brother, we thought 
it expedient to viſit them yeſterday, and admi- 
niſter ſome conſolation. While we. were preſent, 


this wandering prophet arrives in the town, to- 


gether with his diſciples. As ſoon as he appeared 
the exceſſive ſorrow of the two ſiſters was again 
revived, for both. they and the deceaſed Lazarus 
were ſtrongly attached to him, and intereſted: in 
his favour. What added to their grief was an opi- 
nion they entertained of his extraordinary power, 
that had he been there in a proper time, their 
brother had not died. This they told him, up- 
on which he deſired they would conduct him to 


the ſepulchre. Accordingly, we with the two. - 


ſiſters, and a conſiderable. number beſides, went 
along with him directly to-the place, which hap- 
pened to be a cave whoſe entrance was ſhut with. 
1 large ſtone. When we came to the ſepulchre 
the grief of his: relations broke out afreſh, in 
bitter lamentations, and. a flood of tears, Jeſus 
alſo. bore a ſhure. in the mournful ſcene, and wept 
for the death of his friend. After a little time 
ſpent in this manner, he deſired us to remove 
the ſtone; againſt. this it was objected, that the 
ſtench of the putrified corps would be intolera- 
ble; but he inſiſted, and accordingly the ſtone | 
ns removed. Inſtantly he lifts his eyes to hea- 
ven, and repeats. a ſhort prayer. Then looking 

into the ſepulchre he cries aloud, "Toll prone 


come forth,” In « moment to the. great aſto- 


niſhment "44 
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niſhment of all ſpectators, the dead perſon re- 
vived, and came out of the ſepulchre, with his 
hands and feet tied in grave clothes, and his head 
bound about with a napkin. He then command- 
ed ſome of the company to looſe him and let 
him go. Wonder, fear, and joy, were ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed in every countenance ; in profound ſilence 
every one gazed for ſome time at Lazarus, and 
he at them ; he would now and then look at his 
own hands, his feet, his legs, his arms, ſurvey 
his body, and feel if all was real. At laſt he 
fell proſtrate on the ground at the feet of Jens, 
moſt gratefully acknowledging the favour he had 
received. In ſhort every one was filled with a 
ſacred veneration for the prophet, who had raiſed 
him from the dead. Even we at that time were 
ſenſibly ſtruck with ſurpriſe at what we ſaw: 
But now after ſome deliberate refleQtions upon 
the whole, we can ſcarce believe what we. ſaw 
| with our eyes. We are doubtful whether our 
ſenſes might not have deceived us; and yet a- 
gain, if we doubt of this, we may doubt of 
every thing: And ſeeing we can not deny a fact 
ſo well atteſted, we rather incline to doubt of 
the power by which it is performed, and are ex- 
tremely apprehenſive leaſt actions of this kind 
ſhould occaſion ſome public diſturbance : for the 
multitude every where are ſtrongly inclined to 
receive him as the Meſſiah. But herein they are 
certaialy deceived, for who can believe, that e- 
ver the Roman power will tremble at the name 
of this fictitious prince, or yield their far extend- 
„ 4 | | | ed 
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ed conqueſts to the ſon of a carpenter. Muſt 
not he who aſſumes the title of God's anointed, 
without the ſplendor and dignity belonging to 
that character, be a dangerous impoſtor? Should 
the blind and unthinking multitude be ſo mads as 
to chooſe him for their king, would not this 
SW kindle the flames of war, and bring deſolation 
on our native country? Theſe apprehenſions 
have ſtrangely diſturbed our laſt night's repoſe, 
nor could we enjoy reſt, *till theſe perplexing 
terrors, together with the fact which gave occa- 
fon to them, were fully related to thee, O ſa- 
W cred prieſt, whoſe active zeal and commanding 
| influence, can alone prevent the approcening dan- 
r. 
Tie narrative was heard by Caiaphas, with 
the ſtrongeſt emotions of envy, hatred, aſtoniſh- 
ment and fear. Theſe are no imaginary terrors, 
ſaid he, for we have often dreaded ſome terrible 
calamity might ariſe from the actions of this man, 
ſhould he be allowed to continue. A prudent 


f forefight is highly neceſſary to prevent what you 4 Mt 
+ ſuſpect; and the information you have given, as Yi 
k {Wt werits the attention of the Sanhedrim, fo ſhall 


it be laid before their ſerious conſideration with 
all poſſible expedition. 

Immediately the informers withdrew, and an 
order was ſent to aſſemble the Sanhedrim, which 
accordingly met in the temple. Here the conſul- 
tation began with the ſpeech of Annas father in 
law to the high prieſt, an old man of a weak 
ecflanding, extremely 88 to fear, 28 


— 
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1 | i. Shall 1 mentien his power over the devils? 


eyes, he ſpoke in the following manner. 


of Aaron, how long ſhall we endure the terror 
of approaching defolation, without exerting our 


ons; thefe have hitherto ended in ſtrange confu- 


poverty, ſhould intimidate and perplex to ſuch 2 


kinds, are healed by a word of his mouth, or «if 
touch of his hand, whether abſent or preſent, 
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the apprehenſion of imaginary'dangers, and now 
more afraid than ever, from the exaggerated ac. 
count he had received from. Caiaphas. With a 
grave and ſullen face, timed and circumſpeRive 


Ye rulers of Iſrael, and children of the family 


ſelves to prevent that miſery, which every pru- 
dent eye may ſee, and which every conſiderate iſ 
mind trembles to think of. Jeſus of Nazareth 
has often been the ſubject of former conſultati- 


ſions, vain refolutions, and inſignifieant threat- 
nings. His growing party and reputation give iſ 
us new alarms every day.. Sure nothing of ibis 
kind was ever heard of in any former age, that 
an obſcure perſon, ſprung from the baſe mecha- 
nic tribe, and ſtill in a condition of the meaneſt i 


degree, the ſcribes. and phariſees, the prieſts and 
elders of Iſrarl. It is true he has wrought many 
extraordinary miracles, the lepers have been if 
cleanſed by him, the paralitick reſtored to ſtrength 
and activity, the: blind to perfect fight, and the 
deaf to their hearing; he has made the dumb to 
ſpeak with fluency, and: the lame to walk with 
freedom and agility.” In ſhort the diſeaſed of alk 


the cure always ſucceeds, if he only commands 
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aſtoniſhing, be has af ſeveral times reftored the 
dead to life; you have heard of the daughter 
of Jairus, the widow's ſon of Nain, and now 
I can aſſure you, upon the teſtimony of witneſſes, 


no Jater than yeſterday, and no further off than 
Bethany, raiſed to life a man, who had been 
dead four days, and lay conſuming in the grave. 


they incline, either doubt or deny the truth of 


us to call in queſtion what we find every day 
ſupported by irreſiſtible evidence, We may in- 


55 and in this caſe we can only judge from the ef- 


the power is from God; but if they are bad, 
Satan muſt be the prime agent. At firſt view 
we are inclined to believe, that to heal the fick, 


certainly proceed from the divine power. But let 
us confider their remote conſequences, and then 
perhaps we fhall find greater evils ariſing from 


ced. We cannot be abſolutely certain of what 


will really happen, but we may judge of what 
is probable, and we ſhould prevent future evils, 


ae aſtoniſnes the mind, that it allows. no ne 


that is univerfally kriown ; and what is yet mere 


no ways prejudiced in his favour, that he has 


| Remote ages and far diftant countries, may, if 
theſe extraoidinary facts; but it is impoſſible for 
deed diſpute the power by which they are done, 
W fefts produced; if theſe are good, we conclude 
to caſt out the devils, and raiſe the dead muft 


theſe, than all the good effects they have produ- 


if poſſibly we can. What is marvellous and fur- 
priing, eſpecially to the multitude, ' generally 
engroſſes the whole attention; it ſo cenfourds 
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for deliberate enquiry, but commands their af. 
ſent before reaſon can judge and determine the 
cauſe; thus we behold the nation already decci- 
ved by his wonderf»l works, and the ſon of Jo- 

ſeph falſely miſtaken for the mighty heir of Da- 
vid's throne, When the promiſed Meſſiah ap- 
pears in our land we are aſſured by the prophets, 


| ** that he ihall be higher than the kings of the 


„ earth, that his dominion ſha!l be from ſea to 8 


©& fea, and from the river to the ends of the 


„ earth; they that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall {MW 
„ bow before him, and his enemies ſhall lick 
« the duſt; the kings of Tarſhiſh and the Iſles i 
< ſhall bring preſents, the kings of Sheba and iſ 


Seba ſhall offer gifts; yea all kings fl:all fall 11 


„ down before him, and all nations ſhall ſerve 
„ him,” Who can with any degree of reaſon 
or common ſenſe believe, that the ſon of a car-W 
penter is the mighty prince here deſcribed. He 
has neither birth, nor intereſt, nor power to re- 

commend him, How then can he ever riſe to the 

dignity of a Ling? By no other means than low 
deceit, and fierce rebellion ſtirred up by the blind. 
ed mob. How ſhall we act in ſuch a caſe? Et 
ther we mult oppoſe the ignoble herd, or we 
muſt ſubmit to their choice, if we do the firſt. 
then a civil war enſues, the bloody field mull 
decide the quarrel, and a variety of woes maj 
fink us to the grave. Suppoſe we ſhould ſubmit 
to this pretended Meſſiah, either from neceſſityſ 
or from choice, in hopes of recovering our an 
cient liberties, then what dreadful and uno 

bere 
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ſhall thundez at our gates, our native country 
ſhall become a ſcene of deſolation; horror and 


into captivity among the heathen, All this may 
W before, 
tradition, which ſays that Armolus will come in 
the latter days and deſtroy our nation. 
perial city was founded by Remulus who called 
W it by his own name; this I am inclined to be- 


ſtand in ſo much danger. Thus have I pointed 
out the dreadful conſequences which in all proba- 
bility will ariſe from our ſuffering Jeſus of Na- 
zareth to work his miracles, deceive the peo- 


udge now whether theſe apprehenſions are well 
grounded, and by what means the e * 
de prevented. 

Annas having thus ſpokeng Alexander roſe 
ext. The fame of Jeſus had raiſed his envy, 
nd filled him with malice. Prejudice and ſuper- 


firſt, 


mull 


mayWition had contrated his mind, which together 
bmi ich a violent temper and a haughty diſdainful 
ſſitypirit rendered him bitter and cenſorious to the 
r ant degree. With enraged looks, and a harſh 


num 


ſcordant voice he thus began. 
bered | 


Men 


43 
| bered calamities may be the conſequence? A fo- 
reign power invades our land, victorious Rome 


death ſhall ride trrumphant in every corner ; our 
houſes, our villages, our cities, and even this 
holy temple may periſh in devouring flames, While 
our neareſt relations and deareſt friends arc hd 


come, and Rome may do what Babylon did once 
Let us take warning from an ancient 


The im- 


lieve is the ſame with Armolus of whom we 


ple, and lead the multitude wherever he pleaſes. 
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Men, brethren, and fathers, how often ſhall | 

we reſume this hateful ſubje& ; that a man of the 
loweſt rank, the ſon of a baſe mechanic, doom- | 
ed to ſervile toil from his very womb, like the 
falſe difſembling Gibeonites, condemned to heẽw 
the wood, who ſhould themſelves have been hewn 
to death ; that ſuch a man as he, ſhould boldly 
aſſume the ſacred name of God's Anointed, and 
every day alarm us with the apprehenſions of pub- 
lic danger. I never can ſpeak, nor think of him | 
without indignation. It is true he is admired by 
the crowd, but who are they? The ignorant, 
the baſe and contemptible dregs of the nation, 
men like himfelf. Have any of the rulers, or the 
phariſees believed on him? No, the meaneſt of 
the people only are his followers ; © they know | 
© not the law and are accurfed.” He draws the 
multitude after him by ſtrange myſterious acti- 
ons; this is no new thing, the marvellous always 
attracts the mob; in this manner the ſubjeas i 
of Buſitis were deceived by the lying miracles of 
Iannes and Jambres: The ſoft, the ſmiling 
face of complacence, with gentle and inſinuating 
words, eaſily engage their affections. By theſe 
folemn arts, he impoſes on the crowd, and draws 
them into his fnare: in the ſame manner as Ab- 
falom deceived the people, and ſhook the foun- 
dations of his fathers throne, The character of 
the Meffiah is fairly delineated in the writings of 
the ancient prophets; we only, have a right to 
explain their meaning, for the ignorant people 
are no competent judges, nor have they any au- 

| | thority 


18 
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thority to explain the holy ſcriptures. Who can 
ſubmit to the ſon of Joſeph, or chooſe a carpenter 
for his king ? none but the baſe and fordid people, 
who have no juſt notions of true worth and real 
dignity. Shall this man with his enormous ax cut 
down the ſtately oak, the tall imperial tree, whoſe 
far extending boughs, now reach to the moſt di- 
cant nations? Or ſhall he with his ponderous ham- i 9 | | 
mer beat kingdoms into duſt? Or, ſhall: he who 5 ny 
a | lived fo many years obſcure, untaught in arms, ik 
; unſkill'd in every nobler art, ſhall he, I ſay, at 
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length, aſcend the rapid car, and ride in triumph 
, over the necks of his vanquiſhed foes? “ Shall 
+ © he execute vengeance upon the heathen, and 
of puniſhments upon the people, binding their 
W kings in chains, and their nobles with fetters | 
ze of iron?” Let him once perform theſe heroic | 


deeds, then only ſhall we ſubmit to his authori- 
ty. In vain are all his pretenſions tul theſe things -- 
be accompliſhed. | _ 1. 
It muſt indeed be granted bs has already done |ifl 
great things, he has ſtolen the hearts of the peo= _ 1 | 
ple, and rendered us contemptible in their eyes; | 
2 dark eclipſe lies on our ancient glory; we can | 11 
no longer boaſt of that eſteem, honour, and ſa- | 3 
cred veneration which formerly we enjoyed; we 1 
are loſt in the ſplendor of his ſuperior renown, 
like the brighteſt ſtars in the ſun's meridian blaze. 
Has real worth aggrandized his name, or has pu- | 
reſt ſanctity given elevation to his deeds? No, he 1 
has been guilty of baſe detraction, charged us — | 
unjuſtly with abominable crimes, and denounced 
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& iS a variety of woes. Theſe are his wiles 
to atch the weak, and ſink us low in their eſ- 


teem 3. by theſe artihces, the multitude are pre- 


Judiced againſt our authority, and the world is 


gone afier him. By ancient right we fit in Mo- 
ſes's ſeat z we are the rulers of Iſrael, the only 


teachers of the choſen people, and 'therefore 
ſhould be treated with honour, reſpect, and mild 


ſubmiſſion for ſo it is written, “thou ſhalt not 
e revile: the Gods, nor ſpeak evil of the rulers 


« of thy people.” By what authority then has 
he tradyced our names, and loaded us with re- 


' proach, VV hat ſhall we think of that man, who 
pours contempt upon the traditions of the elders, 
and condemns our religi-us worſhip as vain and 
© inſignificant; for theſe are his words, as I am 
informed, © in vain do they worſhip God teach- 
<6 ing for doctrines the commandments of men, 
ce for ye have made the word of God of none 


effect by your traditions.” If he regarded the 
God of our fathers, or the law of Moſes, would 


he frequently, and publicly deſpiſe the holy ſab- 


bath? No ſurely, but this he has done with the 
greateſt confidence; by healing diſeaſes, ſuſfer- 
ing men to carry their beds, and his own difct- 


WE ples to pluck the ears of corn upon that holy 
6 day. And what is yet more impious and ama— 
ning, he preſumes to pardon ſin, which none but 


God himſelf can do. He threatens vengeance: 

againſt the choſen race, and ſad expulſion from 
the promiſed land, though God has ſworn to A- 
braham, and hig feed 7 0 be their God for ever. 
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Wl <« cd as a glutton, a wine biber, a friend of pub- 
„ licans and finners”', theſe ſcem to be his fa- 
Jvourite companions, theſe he prefers before us, 
confidently affirming that they ſhall enter the 
kingdom of heaven ſooner than we, whom he 
iibes as the vileſt of hvpocrites, the children 
of the Devil, and the heirs of damnztion. 


we muſt receive as the long expected Meſſiah, 
I abhor the thought of ſuch an one, and lock up- 
on him as the molt daring Impoſtor. He appeals 
to his miracles, I am told, as a one his ohne 
ommiſſion; but to me they are none; they 2 

only falſe deluſive arts, ſuch as the * s of Ham 


ind waters into blood. There are falſe miracles 
s well as true, this is plainly ſuppoſed by Mo- 


I es, when he ſays ITY If there ariſe among you 
Fe: da prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giv- 
Heth thee a ſign or a wonder; and the ſign or 
ald 

b. che wonder come to paſs whereot he ſoaks un- 
ab- 

is to thee, ſaying let us go after Other gods, Which 
eb thou haſt not known, and let us ſerve them. 
(el. Thou ſhalt not hearken to the words of that 
I , prophet, or that dreamer. of dreams, for the 
10 Lord your God proveth jou, to know whi- 


but! cher you love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your ſoul Webs. its 
ly our caſe at preſent, and Mess as 
ed us how we ſhould act, in the Followk 

ids « and that prophet or dreamer of dre 
+ TO hall 


« Have you not frequently heard him repreſent- 


£ 


Now this is the admired perſon, whom it ſeems 


ould boait, when they turned rods into ſerpents, 


HS 
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: 
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5 
of the Lord thy God, aſk it either in the? 


“ ſhall be put to death, ſo ſhale thou put away 
<< the evil from midſt of thee the wonder done 


by this man, I grant are ſo many, and done in 
ſo public a manner, that it is impoſſible to deny 


them. But the queſtion is, by what power are 


they wrought many doubt and for my part, ! 


poſitively deny that they are wrought by the 
divine power: the reaſon I give for it is this, 
we have often demanded of him a ſign from hes. 
ven: but this he would never grant, only telling 

us „ that as Jonas was three days and three 
<« nights in the whale's belly, ſo ſhall the ſon df 
„ man be three days and three nights in the 
ce heart of the earth” which was nothing to the 
purpoſe, for if his miracles are done by the pow- iſ 
er of God, he could eaſily have given us a ſign 5 
from heaven, as well as upon the earth, Dont 
you remember, that when Rezin king of Syria 


+ and Pekah the ſon of Remaliah came with theit ? 


confederate armies againſt this city, that the 
Aber Ifaiah ſaid unto Ahaz ** Aſk thee a ſign 


«© depth, or in the height above”. The prophet | 
would have granted either, but this man ab— 


ſolutely denies our requeſt ; the reaſon is clear, 


becauſe it is out of his power, Now we know 
that nothing is too hard for the Lord, and there- 
fore I conclude that his miracles are wrought by 


the power of Belzebub, or ” the amazing 


charm of the Tetragrammaton, * which by i ſome 
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The word JEHOVAH, conſiſi ng of four Hebrew lee 
a word which the Jews from a ſup: rſtitio is veneration, nevel 
pronounch 


Book IT. THE MESSIAH, 45 


means he has ſecretly obtained. This man be- 
yond all doubt is an Impoſtor ; none ſurely could 
have a better opportunity of knowing him, than 
his own country men; and tneſe, I am told, 
were once ſo provoked with his inſolence, that 


W thrown over the rocks as a puniſhment for his 
crime. A prophet ſent from God will never 


reputation; but this I can prove him guilty of, 
e by many hne who heard him affirm, that 
be is older than Abraham, “ before Abraham 


enraged the multitude to ſuch a degree, that they 
chreatned to ſtone him to death. But this tran- 


: ardice ſucceeded in its place. I grant indeed 
W that any attempt made upon him, may be at- 
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party he has already drawn over to his intereſt ; 


mould we, through cowardice and baſe timidity, 
Wuffer him to go on, the contagion will ſpread ; 


Wed, For the power of eloquence dwells upon 
is tongue, while the liſtning crowd loſe their 
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a e temple, having ſtolen this ineffable name, by ute Nee 2 


me, wrought all his miracles. CAT MET's Dicrionasy. 


- 


had he not made his eſcape, he would have been 


& publiſh a notorious fal ſehood to aggrandize his 


was, I am” ſaid he. By this declaration he 
T ſport like many others was ſoon over, and cow- 


ended with danger, conſidering what a formidable 


Wbut the danger will increaſe daily ; and therefore 
nd his faction grow too powerful to be ſuppreſ- | 


eaſon in amazement, Neither Greece, nor 


ronounce, The Rabbis ay that Moſes, by virtue ol the word 
ebovah, engraved on his miraculous rod, performed all the prodi- 
TS ſpoken of in the ſcripture ; and that Feſus Chrift while . | 
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Rome could ever produce a man like this, ſo fit 
to move and miſlead the people, and ſow ſedition 
through the earth. You may remember how the 
officers behaved whom we. once ſet to apprehend 
him ; they went ; and in a moment his ſoft in- 
ſinuating tongue ſtole away their hearts; they 
returned without executing their commiſſion, 
and told as an apology ; “ that never man ſpoke 
« like this man”. Danger advances in our 
view, it awakens our fear, and ſhould awaken 
fortitude, and wiſe precaution, before it be too 
late. The paſſover draws nigh, who knows but 
that may be the fatal day, predeſtined for the 
deeds of wild uproar, and fierce rebellion ? the 
whole nation will aſſemble at that time, and 
who can tell what deluſive arts he may practiſe 
upon that occaſion, What if he ſhould claim 
the ſovereign power? will not his followers ſup- 
port his claim? doubtleſs they will; ſhall we 
reſign our authority, and give way to the irreſiſt- 
able torrent of a popular election? Or, ſword 
in hand, ſhall we defend our rights? a fad alter- 
native! diſgrace, or danger, perhaps death itſelf 
may be the end. Why then ſhould we delay 
the application of thoſe means, which alone cal 
Preſerve the public tranquility ? our intereſt, 
our authority, our lives, and all that is dear and 
ſacred in this world call loudly for the ex- 
ecution of Juſtice upon that deceiver. The 
caſe is plain, either he, or we muſt periſh, Lt 
us therefore publiſh a decree, ordering every mal 


to declare where he may be found, that with 4 
: poſſivs 


i 
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8 poſhble expedition, he may be apprehended, con- 
W Jerhned, and puniſhed according to his crimes. 
During all this time, a variety of paſſions 
W ſtrongly agitated the mind of Nicodemus; he 
W was full of indignation at the bitter revilings 
of Alexander, grieved to hear an innocent and 
E worthy perſon threated with ſo much contempt. 
W He loved the converſation and character of 
W Jeſus ; but was afraid of given offence to his 
E brethren, by ſpeaking too freely upon that ſub- 
ect, and therefore with great caution he ex- 
preſſed himſelf in the following words. 
Men of Iſrael, and children of the ſtock of 
Abraham, it muſt be allowed that every method 
Io which impoſture can be detected, or rebellion 
Wprevented, juſtly claims our attention, and de- 
Wcrves the higheſt approbation. Sedition comes 
from hell, and ſhould be driven back to its ac- 
urſed habitati.n, to roar in chains and penal 
Fre. The monſter newly born is eaſily quelled, 
ut when the enormous ſhape grows fierce and 
onſcious of its own ſtrength, then whole na- 
jons periſh in its jaws, or grown beneath its 
et, Had Theudas who kindled the flames of 
zvellion, or Judas of Galilee obtained their 
nicked defigns, we had this day been numbered 
ith the dead, or ſlaves to the lawleſs power of 
nbitious tyrants, But they periſhed both ace 
ding to their crimes, and ſo may they all 
Tiſh, who attempt to ruin their native country, 
he time is either come, or will very ſoon come, 
den the great Meſſiah will bleſs our land, with 
by liberty 
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liberty, and peace, and an univerſal empire. 
Daniel's ſeventy weeks have nigh run their tedi- 
ous round, the ſceptre is almoſt departed from 
Judah, our branches are withered, and our roots 
decay, under the cold damp ſhade of mighty 
Rome. The prince of peace muſt ſoon appear, 
and all men are waiting for the redemption of 
Iſrael 3 this may give occaſion for ambitious 
claims, a bold pretender may deceive the igno- 
rant, and ſad deſtruction ariſe from the miſap- 
prehenſion of ancient propheſies. But while we 
avoid one extreme, let us beware of running 
into another, that is, groundleſs fear, jealouſy, 
and hatred. Theſe have ſometimes kindled the 
flames of war, and ſhed the blood of the inno— 
cent. Bethlehem and all her coaſts can bear 
witneſs to this, when about thirty years ago their 
harmleſs infants periſhed by the ſword. Some 
thought the Mefliah was then born, and Herod 
himſelf ſeems to have been of the ſame opinion, 
when through fear and jealouſy of the infant 

king he committed ſuch a barbarous deed, 
But why ſhould we apprehend any danger 
from Jeſus or his followers? I can ſee no reaſon 
for it. I am well aſſured, that upon every occa- 
ſion he expreſſes the higheſt regard for Moſes 
and the prophcts, that he ſtrictly command 
Honour and ſubmiſſion to our authority. 'Thele 
are his own words “ the Scribes and Phariſces i 
« fit in Mcoſes's ſeat, whatever therefore ther 
„ command you to do, obſerve and do it'' when 
the lepers are clcanied by him, he ſends then 
| BP ary 
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directly to the prieſts, and commands them to 
offer a ſacrifice according to the law. Why 
ſhould we »pprehend any danger from ſuch a 
man, or ſuſpe& any deceit in him, who com- 
mands his followers to obey us? no wonder 
though he be commonly attended by the multi- 
tude, ſeeing he generouſly heals their diſeaſed, 
caſts out the Devils, and ſometimes raiſes their 
dead; nor is it the ignorant people alone who 
demand his aſſiſtance. The rulers of certain 
ſynagogues, ſome of our own nobility, and a 
very honourable centurion have applied to him 
for relief, and obtained it. But there is one 
thing which makes me believe, that he can have 
no ambitious deſians againſt the government; 
the fact is well known, atteſted by many thou- 
ſands who were eye and ear witneſſes. Having 
once fed a great multitude in tHe deſert, with 
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* 5 a few loaves and ſmall fiſhes, they were ſo aſton- 
0" WE iſhed at the miracle, that they immediately con- 
> = cluded he was the Meſſiah, and with one con- 


ſent, offered to accept of him as their king. 
Here was a fair opportunity for ambition to gain 
its end; but he abſolutely refuſed the dignity; 
they ed, importuned, and went · about to com- 


cc pe! him, but all in vain, for he privately with- 
loſes drew into 2: ſecret place, and left them to diſ- 
and! perſe at their leiſure. This I think may” give 
beſe W 5 full: ſecurity, that he has no intention to diſ- 
riſes i turb the government, or claim any authority in ie 
the) nation. Various are the conjuctures of men con» = 
when cerning this extraordinary perſon ; 3 forme thin 
then . — 3 he 
recti 1 
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He is the Meſſiah “ others ſuppoſe him to be 
« Elias, Jeremias, or one of the ancient pro- 
« phets returned to this world”, Some are 
pleaſed to call him an Impoſtor, while He rod, 
in whoſe juriſdiction for the maſt part he reſides, +] 
is of opinion; that he is John the baptiſt riſen . 
« from the:4deid'”. The Roman governor has - 
taken no notice of him, which plainly ſhows, 
that he is under no apprehenſions of danger, MM 
Now amidſt ſuch a variety of opinions, how [ 
ſhall we judge with any certainty of his charac. | 
ter? doubtleſs he has friends and enemies; the 
former, perhaps may exaggerate his metit, 
and the latter detract from it; what ſhall we 5 
do in this caſe ? to believe both is impoſlible, 5 
to believe only the one, leaves us ſtill in t 
moſt doubtful ſuſpenſe, or under a groſs miſtake; | 
to condemn an abſent perſon without hearing 
what he can ſay for himſelf, is utterly unjuſt, | 
and forbidden by the law. It is therefore my 
judgment that we ſhould either let him alone 
Altogether, or ſuſpend our deciſion till we ſhall 
have. a fair opportunity of enquiring into hi 
pretenſions, by a full and perſonal examination; 
and if he can give no proofs of a divine commil : 
Son, let him then be puniſhed as a deceiver, 
By this time 2 lowring diſcontent frowned a 
every countenance, and rage began to ſparkle 
in every eye. But as ſoon as he had concluded 
-Joſeph Rood up in the midſt of them; this mai 
bad gained a high reputation for his wealth ani 


1 but more for his virtue and piety. 
man 


dence. There he ſpent a great part of his time 


bound ſilence. While thus he freely expreſſed 
W the ſentiments of his heart. 


Jof the matter might have been ſufficiently known. 
The whole nation has had opportunity of being 
| acquainted with his doctrine, for it was not de- 


In every ſynagogue and in the temple itſeif. His 
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manly courage appeared in his looks, while ſolid 
wiſdom dwelt upon his tongue. The inheri- 
tance of his fathers which lay on the fertile hill 
of Arimathea, was the uſual place of his reſi- 


in ſolitude and contemplation ; the ſacred writ- 
ings afforded him a delightful entertainment. 
While in ſociety, he was a careful and profitable 
ſpectator of human conduct, while alone he was 
pious and devout. The wonderful actions and 
extraordinary character of Jeſus had frequently 
been the ſubject of his private meditation. Per- 
haps no man of Jeſs dignity and importance than 
himſelf could have obtained a patient hearing 
after what Nicodemus had ſaid, as ſoon as he at- 
tempted to ſpeak, the confuſed murmurings of 
the chief prieſts and Elders ſunk into a pro- 


Ye rulers of Iſrael, I beg your attention to 
what I ſay. It is now above three years ſince 
Jeſus of Nazareth appeared as a teacher in Gali- 
lee, and Judea ; his character is indeed variouſly 
repreſented '; but methinks by this time the trath 


livered ſecretly, but in the moſt public manner, 


miracles can give no juſt cauſe of offence to 
any one; has he not been eyes to the blind, 
and feet 7 the lame ? has he not opened. the ears 
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power of malignant dæmons, and raifed ſome 
from the regions of the dead? theſe are facts ce 


of this 2 has he taught any doctrines incon- 
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of the deaf, and cauſed the tongue of the dumb (if 
to ſing ? has he not delivered many from the 10 


undeniable, done every day, before thouſands of ha 
witneſles, And yet after all he is branded with Le 
the odious name of an impoſtor, and it ſeems Ml ed, 
muſt anſwer for his conduct before our tribunal, ine 
What ſhall we ſay for ourſelves? have we by 4 
the moſt criminal floth ſuffered him to deceive H 
the people ſo long? How many opportunities Me 
Have we had before this time to call him to an 6 j 
account? he has been no ſtranger in Jeruſalem, f 
thouſands have heard him in this ſacred temple, $ mor 
and have ſeen with admiration the wonders of cr 
| His power. The fear of the multitude is but a Hare 
diſhonourable and unmanly excuſe * the fear are 
«© of man bringeth a ſnare, but ſanctify ye the MW can 
4 Lord of hoſts, and let him be your fear and Zoa. 
4 your dread ; for we judge not for men, but MM how! 
« for the Lord, who is with us in the judg- dan 
„ ment” and therefore, we ought to judge righ- full 
teouſly. But this can never be done, unleſs we BW has « 
attend impartially to the evidence on both ſides. thers 
Many thi ipgs have already been ſaid in op» tion 
poſition to this man, you have heard them with Nee | 
patience. Tuſtice therefore claims your attention, Naffed 
while I offer to your conſideration, a few things and m 
which may be ſaid in his behalf. Some, we are It i 
told, look upon him as a falſe prophet and a de- no m 
ceiver of the people. But what proof have we Bphet, 
hen 


ſiſtent 


Book 1, THE MESSIAH © 
ſiſtent with truth and righteouſneſs, or oppoſite 
to any of the divine perfections ? If he has, 
let us hear them, Has he delivered any pre- 
59 cepts inconſiſtent with the laws of God, or the 
W happineſs and perfection of human nature? 
Let them be mentioned, Has he not explain 
af ed, and ene and enforced the law 
7 and the prophets ? „“ think not Jam come 
: 4 to deſtroy the law and the prophets, ſaid 
WD © he, | came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil; 

For till heaven and earth paſs away, one 
J jot, or one tittle, ſhall in no ways paſs - 
from the law, till all be fulfilled” what 
more could any man ſay in behalf of the 
W ſacred writings, than this man has ſaid ? theſe. 
are not the marks of an impoftor, if miracles - 
are the proof of a divine commiſſion, how 
W can we deny him to be a prophet ? neither 
W Zoans field, nor Edoms flood, nor the. waſte 
W howling wilderneſs, nor the Sine of Jor- 
dan; none of theſe can boaſt of miracles ſo 
W full of grace and mercy as theſe which he 
has done, In many of the former, our fa— 
© thers beheld the power, juſtice, and indigna= 
tion of. the Almighty 3 but m the latter; we 
ſee” his tender pity and compaſſion, his kind 
affection, love and good will, to the. wretched . 
ind miſerable, 

It is well known that John the Baptiſt wrought 
No miracles, yet all men regarded him as a pro- 
phet, let us remember what he ſaid of this man, 

tex we ſent prieſts and levites to Bethabara, 

A 5 1 
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to enquire whether he was Elias or the Meſſiah, 


to whom he replied, that he was neither of the 3 
two; being ſent only to prepare the Meſſiabs i 
appearance, by preaching the doQtrine of repen. E 
tance, and remiſſion of ſins to all who waited 
for redemption in Iſrael. He told them that the | 
Meſſiah was already come; but was unknown to 
the world. And what. is yet more remarkable, ” 
upon the very day after, as he walked along with 
ſome of his difciples, he ſpied Jeſus of Nazareth, 
and told them plainly that he was the perſon, #8 
At another time, while he baptized at the ſtreams 3 
of Ennon, I am told by good authority, tha 
Jome of his diſciples moved with envy, com- 
Plained that Jeſus was more ſucceſsful in gain - 
| ing proſelytes than he. To whom he replied, 
I rejoice to hear of theſe tidings, for I told youll 
before that I am not the Mefliah 3 he only whoſe 
glory you ſeem to envy, is the very perſon; the 2 
number of his diſciples will daily encreaſe; but 
mine ſhall be diminiſhed. Accordingly his di 
ciples ever ſince the death of their maſter, have 
followed this man. Whatever John ſaid of him 
bas been exactly fulfilled. And therefore I con- 
clude, that the characters of the two perſons, 


muſt ſtand or fall together. If John was a true 


3 


prophet, Jeſus can be no impoſtor, if Jeſus be a de. 
ceiver, John muſt have been engaged in the ſame vai 


plot; which to me is highly improbable. For i 
am told they were ſtrangers to one another, lM 


ving at a great diſtance, men of quite different 


tempers. The one extremely gentle, ſociable 


10 


< 


and familiar; the other reſeryed, diſtant and 
Ws auſtere. 


1 the world. But what is birth? A meer accident, 


ts birth, but he gives it by whom he pieales, de 
W mazketh rich, and he maketh poor.” How 


of a helpleſs orphan, expoſed among the flags of 
” the river Nile? And yet God raiſed him to be 


is a good man, and a friend of his country, 


5 
= 


[ 
TI 
od 
Y 
8 


porth and true merit? No ſurely, ools of every 
ind high. or flow, rich or poor, judge of men, 
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Many indeed are prejudiced againſt Jalas, for- 
the meanneſs of his birth, and his low eſtatc-in_ 


cout of the power of every man; God gives us 


oſten has he pulled the mighty from their ſplen- 
did thrones, and raiſed the mean to the higheſt . 
=E dignity ? Was not Moſes once in the condition 


the leader of his people, and king 1 in Jeſnurun. 
David the ſon of Jeſſe was once a ſhepherd, mu- 
BS fician, and armour bearer, to Saul the ſon of 
Kiſh, till God. exalted him to the throne of Iſ- 
WT racl. Amos was neither a prophet nor prophet's - 
ſon, he was only a herdſman, and a gatherer of 
2 ſycamore fruit, and yet the Lord took him as he. | 
328 followed the flock, and ſaid unto him, *“ go pro- 
<< pheſy unto my people Iſrael.“ A man's birth - 
can neither add to, nor detract from his perſonal 
verit. I deſpiſe the ſon of a king if he is a bad 
3 an, I honour and loye the fon of a carpenter, . 


| at though ſome of his neighbours, and ac- 
uvaintances "ſhould treat him with contempt? Is 
here any thing ſtrange in that? Muſt we ſup- 
Wpoſc them all to be competent judges of perſonal * 


hw 


on 


3 te — ON 
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only from their outward appearance. But this isa 
falſe ſtandard, for there are many circumſtances ir 
human life, which reduce the greateſt mento a le- 
vel with the very meaneſt. Neither: wealth; nor 
power, nor worldly ſplendor can make us great in 
the ſight of God; great virtue only, make men 
truly great in his account. Now if we judge by 
this ftandard, who can be greater than he, who 


inſtructs the ignorant, comforts the afflicted, re- 
forms the vitious, heals the diſeaſed, caſts out 3 
devils, and raiſes the dead? „ 
His. freedom of ſpeech, I underſtand, has fi. _ Ks 
ven offence to many, there is nothing ſtrange in Wi © 1 
that, the prophets in every age have been hated t 
for the ſame reaſon. We may. every day ſee the BF © 
truth of Solomon's obſervation, ©* Rebuke a: fool, t. 
<. and he will hate thee, rebuke a wiſe man, and . end 
* he will love thee,” If we are conſcious of leſt 
theſe crimes he has laid to our charge, Why tend 
ſhould we be offended? Let us reform, and then T 
his rebukes will ceaſe. The fame freedom he our! 
uſes with all men, is not this a proof of his in- e t! 
tegrity?- when we ſee that he flatters no man, nd; 
Can he give a more convincing proof of his fe- re. 
gard to God, and love to his country than by 9 
promoting the intereſt of religion, and the refer di! 
mation of bad men, even at the hazard of reit, 
life? Was not this the work of all the prophets! ſyn 
who were generally deſpiſed, perſecuted, and puß raid! 
to death on that very account. | He | 
Has he threatned the deſtruction of our cif tion 


and nation? 80 did the ancient prophets, and 
= _ 
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pliſhed by the Chaldean army. Whatever venge- 
ance he may have threatned againſt our native 
country for our iniquities, ſeems to have a ſtrong. 


1 upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſions. 
W and to make an end of fins, and to make re- 
W < conciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 


5 and prophecy; and to anoint the. malt holy: 


WT © the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, and un- 
= © unto the end of the war, deſolations are de- 


end; take heed. therefore what ye do to this man, 
WW left we bring upon ourſelves. the very evil we in- 
ended to avoid, 

WW The Roman armies, we are told; may invade 
ur land, if we allow this man who pretends to. 
2 be the Mcihah and king of the Jews, to e, 
nd guide the inconſtant multitude at: his plea- 


ler groundleſs. The Roman governor beyond 
| diſpute, will carefully attend to his own in- 
ereſt, and the public tranquility. He diſcovers. 


fraid? 

He has been charged with the moſt public vi- 
ation of the holy ſabbath; But how does that 
— He hca)s the diſcaſed, and caſts out the- 


devil 


N 4 


you know how exactly their words were accom- 


foundation in the prophecies of Daniel, ©* Seven= - 
« ty. weeks are determined upon thy people, and. 


: 4 Jaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal. up, the viſion- 


And the people of. the Prince-that ſhall. come, 


We © termined.” Theſe ſeventy. weeks are near an 


ure. But to me theſe apprehenfions are altoge- 


8 F of danger, why then ſhould we be 


3 THE MESSIAH. Book IT; 
devils upon that day; Is there any impiety in 
this, or will any man undertake to anſwer what 
he ſaid in his own defence? What man,” ſaid 
he, ** ſhall there be among you, that ſhall have 
one ſheep, and if it fall into a pit on the ſab- 
. bath day, will he not lay hold on it and lift 
« jt out? How much then is a man better than 
c a ſheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well 
<< on the ſabbath day. For mercy is better than W ar 
* facrifice, and the know ledge of God than = 
„ þurnt-offerings.” T 8 
If the traditions of the elders contradi the = 
Jaws of God, why ſhould we defend them, or. 
be diſpleaſed when he points out the contradic- WW as 
tion. The written word of God ſeems to be i 
the only rule of our faith and practice. To the 5 
law and to the teſtimony, if they ſpeak not Wi 
6s according to theſe things, it is becauſe there it 
6 no light in them.” 3 
He is charged with blaſphemy for ma . 
- to pardon fin. It is true, that none hath power - 
to Irgive fins but God: But if God has given iſ 
him power to heal the diſeaſed and raiſe the dead, 
may he not alſo give him authority to pardon iſ 
ſin. The one I am ſure is as difficult as the Poul 
other, and the one is done in confirmation of the WP td 
other. e 0 heir | 
He has been accuſed of gluttony and d rank WP _t tio, 
neſs, a familiar companion of publicans and fins di 
ners. But how ſhall we anſwer his apology;Mi"1 tl 
They that are whole, need not the -piyſiciangli oſt a 
«6. = but | they that are ſick ; I came not to call th les 
| | 66 righteguy EY 


E 
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„ righteous, but ſinners to repentance.” And 
how indeed can any man inſtruct and reform wic- 
hate their perſons, and avoid their converſation 


ſinners, on purpoſe to reform and ſave them, 


and condeſcenſion. Why ſhould: we take it amiſs 


it he prefers repenting harlots and publicans, to 
W impenitent ſcribes and phariſees ? for God bimſelf 


5 will do the fame. 


W prophet ſays, © let us go after other gods which 


5 rg prophet.” 

Nazareth? Or where is the reſemblance between 
z him, and the magicians of Egypt? Their mira- 
Lies were wrought in confirmation of the groſſeſt 


| 5 idolatry, and to ſupport the authority of a wick 
ed and tyrannical prince ; they did miſchief but 


£ eould not remove it; they were confounded and 
Wut-done by Moſes and Aaron, who wrought 
heir miracles in the name of the true God, by 


nd the reformation of the Egyptians from the. 
oft abominable idolatry. I grant that no mi- 


cles wrought in confirmation of any doctrines, 


ked men, without converfing with them? We 
may be led from the abhorrence of their vices, to 


But he who ſecks after ſuch degenerate and loſt 


muſt poſſeſs a very uncommon ſhare of goodneſs 
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= 1 grant indeed there are falſe miracles as. 8 5 
as true, and Moſes has pointed out the difference 
in the very words before mentioned. The falſe 


ce thou haſt not known, and let us ſerve them, 


„( thou ſhalt not hearken to the words of that 
Can this be applied to Jeſus of 


Wuthority received from him, in confrmaricn of 
W's divinity, for the deliverance of his people, 


mag 


\ 
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that are unreaſonable, impious, or of an immor- 

ral tendency, ought to be regarded. But ſure 
am, this is not the caſe with Jeſus of Nazareth. 
Has he ever propoſed to draw us afide from, the 
worſhip of the true God? Has he taught any 
doctrines inconſiſtent with reaſon, or with the 
known perfections of the Deity? Has he ever 
recommended any thing diſhonourable to God, 

or. injurious to men? Let that appear, and. I ſhall 

| boldly pronounce him an impoſtor, and wor. 
thy of an infamous death. I am well informed 
that upon all occaſions he recommends to the 
people, the worſhip of one God, even the God i 
of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob: None attends i 
more punctually, or joins in it more fervently Wl 
than he, His miracles: are all done in the name Wi 
of the true God, and to his power alone he 2 
ſcribes them; they are wrought in confirmation 
of the moſt reaſonable, the moſt pious, and uſe- 
ful doctrines, Can theſe be falſe miracles? W 
ſo, there never were any true ones. I am ſurpri- Wl 
| ſed, that any ſhould aſcribe theſe wonders of di, 
vine power and grace, to the agency of the de. 
vil, for nothing can be more repugnant to the 3 1 
character of that malignant ſpirit, or more ſub- 
verſiye of his kingdom. Who can believe that 2 
Satan is become our friend, that the apoſtate an. 6, 
gels compaſſionate our miſery, that diviſion reigwl 
in hell, and half their armies combat in on 
cauſe? He that can believe ſuch contradiction . 
let bim pelicve them. Jeſus of Nazareth hull 
boixyd the ſtrong man and ſpoiled him of Wl 
. Vooch 


ah 
- 
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goods; they dread his power, they flie ſrom his 
preſence, and tremble at his rebuke. 


W his power we know extends to the regions of the 
dead; Have ye not heard how once in Cana of 
* Galilee he turned watcr into wine? How once 


cr wu | 
4, and again he feaſted thouſands with a {mall quan- 
1 


Ws tity of food? How he rebuked the winds and the 
ca, and they obeyed him? What can be too 
bard for ſuch a man as this? Perhaps it was un- 
eaſonable to demand of him a ſign from heaven, 


501 
ners he had done on earth, What figns could 
«| e deſire from heaven? Suppoſe the radiant ſun 


ame 
1 a Ia. in the nocturnal ſky : If the dreadful thun- 
tion! er ſhould roar along the heavens, and glaring 


uſe] 3 meteors flaſh above our heads. If theſe ſhould 


. command, our curioſity might perhaps be 
. "= ratified, and our wonder excited: But are we 


. de. Prlain that all objections and difficulties would 
: elf e removed? No, unbelief might ſtill proceed in 


4 unreafonable demands, and aſcribe all theſe to 
= de eſtabliſhed laws of nature. If Satan has any. 
ver to work miracles on earth, why not in 


e an 
w_ e air alſo? we are more liable to be deceived 
3 4 diſtant objects, than by thaſe that are near ; 


Gio 3 ere can be no deceit where we have an oppor- 
2 pity of examining with the greateſt familiarity, 
= dich. is exactly the caſe with the miracles; 


It is true he denied a fign from heaven, but 
| ſhall we thence conclude he wanted power? No, 


5 er we had ſhown ſo little regard to the won 


ſhould be turned into darkneſs, or the ſilver moon 


= Wappen at our deſire, or appear in obedience to 
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Jeſus, and accordingly the evidence is fo irre- 
ſiſtible that no man can n deny the wonders he haz 
done. | 

And as for the amazing charms of the Tetra- 
grammaton by which ſome imagine he does all 
his mighty works, it would be trifling to pive 
an anſwer to it; for ſure no poſſible combination 
of letters or ſounds, can ever work a miracle, 
When he denied a fign from heaven, he promi- 
fed to give us one from the earth below, “ A 
Jonas was three days and three nights in the 
„ whalc's belly, ſo ſhall the ſun of man be three 
« days and three nights in the heart of the earth,” 
As theſe words point at fome future event, time 
only can explain their meaning, He appealgd to 
the ſigns of the times, deſiring us to confider 
theſe impartially, No time was ever attended 
with more amazing ſigns than the preſent, Dx 
niel's ſeventy weeks are nigh expired, for thi 
reaſon we are every day looking for the coming 
of the Meſſiah, About thirty years ago, an ev 
traordinaty ſign appeared in the heavens, a beam 
ing ſtar of uncommon magnitude was ſeen in 
the aerial height; at the ſame time certain wit 
men from the eaſt arrived in Jeruſalem, conduct 
ed from their native country by its tardy motion Bl 
through the ſky ; they applied to Herod, enqu- 
ring for him who was then born to be the kin 
of the Jews. Strict enquiry was then made ine 
the place of his nativity, Bethlehem was fixe 
on as foretold by the prophet. This is a fad 
well known to many yet alive, l might alſo 2. 
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peal to the teſtimony of certain men living in 
te neighbourhood of that city, who about the 
= ſame time were ſurprized with a viſien in the 
W night while they watched their flocks in the 
field, © Behold an angel appeared to them, ſay- 
W © ing, fear not, for I bring unto you glad ti- 
dings of great joy, which ſhall be unto you 
and unto all people; this night is born unto 
% | « you in the city of David, a Saviour which is 
»Chriſt the Lord. If any ſhould call in queſ- 
tion the truth of this fact, I ſhall appeal to ano- 
W ther, which none will deny, and which all muſt 
remember with horror, I mean the ſlaughter of 
1 3 all the children in that country from two years 
W old and under. It is impoſſible to account for 
an aQtion ſo barbarous and inhuman, any other 
way, than by allowing the truth of theſe extra- 
ordinary faQts, the appearance of that ſtar, the 
declaration and enquiry of the wiſe men, the 
nformation given concerning the place of the 
Mieſſiah's birth, by the Scribes and Phariſees, 
All theſe ſeem to have perſwaded Herod that the 
Meſſiah was then born in that place, and dread- 
ing the loſs of his own authority, he endeayour- 
edi to prevent it, by an act of the moſt cruel 
10 Policy heard of in any age. If the Meſſiah was 
ben born, we have reaſon to believe, that the 
a <vine providence would not ſuffer him to periſh: 
is the common laughter, for we are told, “ that 
= be ſhall abide for ever.” I have often heard 
it faid that about twenty years ago, a child ap» 
2 Reared | in this very temple, immediately after: the 
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68 THE MESSIAH. Book II. 
paſſover ; whoſe ſurpriſing genius, and under. 
ſtanding, aſtoniſhed all that heard his queſtions 
and anſwers, in converſation with our moſt learn. 
ed Rabbi'ss What if this child ſhould be the 
ſame that eſcaped the vengeance of Herod, the 
ſame man who now teacheth the people and 
worketh miracles? Theſe are the figns of the 
times. John the Baptiſt bore witneſs of him, he 
was doubtleſs a prophet, and it is well known in 
all the hill country of Judea what extraordinary | 
ſigns happened to his father Zacharias; how in 
a moment he was ſtruck dumb in the temple, 
and never recovered the uſe of his ſpeech 'til 
after the birth and circumciſion of his fon, when 
he immediately foretold, “that he would be the 
% prophet of the Higheſt, and prepare the way i 
„of the Lord.” Theſe are ſome of the extra 
ordinary figns which have happened fince the 
birth of this man, who J am told is not yet forty 
years old. Now: the truth of theſe facts togethes 
with the amazing works. done by him of Jats A 
years, claim our ſerious attention. 1 

1 am told indeed that upon a certain occaſion, il 
he made uſe of theſe Aenne words, „ Beſote i 
Abraham was, I am.” Theſe [ grant at fir: 
view have the appearance of falſehood ; But is 1 
to be ſuppoſed that any one of common prudence, Wi 
would attempt to deceive the world, by affirming 
that for a truth, which every one muſt know 988k 
be falſe? Far leſs is this to be expected from one, 
who in all other reſpects has diſcovered him 
to be an enemy to all manner of diſſmulation, | 


Thi 
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This inclines me to believe that his words are 
; born before Abraham, and yet his words ſeem 
ham: But theſe are two different things; the 
yo any thing we know to the contrary. I do not 
tere is no impoſſibility in what he ſays. Some 
WT ſuppoſe him to be Jeremias, Elijah, or one of 


7 [the ancient prophets returned to this world ; his 
age has never been thought inconſiſtent with that 


Nor chief of all the heavenly princes, the great 
prince which ſtandeth for our people, or our 
prince by way of diſtinction from all others; 


preſence, mentioned by Iſaiah, the angel that 


Ever! that appeared to Moſes in the burning 
ion, bush, the angel that wreſtled with Jacob and 
fore 


1 Wn the plains of Mamre, and that rained down 
15 l WW pon Sodom and Gomorrha, brimſtone and fire 
nce, i rom the Lord of heaven. Let us ſuppoſe this 
ming 4 Perſon to deſcend from the heavens, and live in 
w 08. human body for the ſpace of thirty years upon 
one, Earth, might he not according to this ſuppoſition 
roſe ay with the greateſt truth, “Before. Avraham 
tion, Was, 1 am.“ 


miſunderſtood. We are certain that he was not 
to imply that he exiſted before the days of Abra- 
one is evidently falſe, the other may be true for 


» pretend to underſtand his meaning; but I think *© 


7 ſuppoſition, Now what if we ſhould ſuppoſe 
him to have been an angel, the ſame with Mi- 
Nchael, whom the prophet Daniel calls the firſt 


« what if that prince ſhould be the angel of God's R 


ö aved our fathers out of all their afflictions, the 


. pleſſed him, Mw angel that appeared to Abraham 
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| Be that as it will, I dread the thought of offer. hi! 


— 


ing violence to a perſon whoſe power is ſo great, 
and whoſe actions are ſo good. It is not the 
multitude I fear, his power exceeds all their e 
united force; he who heals the fick, can alſo if 
wound the whole, he who raiſed the dead, can 
alſo. inflit death. He has already ſuffered many WW ank 
indignities, his meekneſs and patience are truly en 
amazing; but who can tell how long theſe will He 
continue? remember what the prophet Elijah Wi 
did to the two captains of Ahazeah, and their 1 inet 
companies, how he called for fire from heaven 
and conſumed them, Let us beware leſt we ſif 
tranſgreſs the commandment. of the Lord out 
God, which ſaith “ touch not mine anointed, 
and do my prophets no harm”! at theſe words 
the ſound of wrath, murmur, and confuſion roſe 
ſo high that none could hear his voice, he there- 
fore held his peace, while every eye beheld him 
with ſcornful Indignation. 
Immediately Caiaphas the high mt roſe up, 
and all were ſilent. He had liſtened with a ma- 
lignant pleaſure to the ſpeeches of Annas and 
Alexander, becauſe they agreed exactly with his 
own prejudiced inclinations : But Nicodemus 
and Joſeph having removed every objection, with 
ſo. modeſt and becoming a freedom, he made 
no attempt to anſwer what they ſaid ; and there- 
fore having recourſe '- tie maxims of worldly 
policy, he ſpoke in the following manner. 

Ye rulers of Fach nd heads of the houſe d 
Jacob, 1 beg your attention only for a little time, 

| while 
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. vhile I Rate the caſe fairly before you, for too 


K. | | 
s o little or no' purpoſe. A great many things. 
rave been ſaid in oppoſition to this man, and 
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only the multitude, but even the members of our 


an 

i anhedrim, are divided in their opinions con- 
l Werning him; and perhaps. we ſhall never all 
17 


Wome to an exact agreement. The queſtion 
| be het, whether he be guilty or innocent, no, It is 
WSnly this, whither the ſtate be in danger or not ? 
. his I think may be anſwered in the A ive. 
or this man, you ſee is followed by great num- 


the villages, or in the cities, or in the wil- 


3 nenſe retinue. This beyond all diſpute will give 


a revolt. Their apprehenſions of danger will 


. Were theſe numerous aſſemblies. What then 
_ ill be the conſequence ? Will they all of a 
"0 adden abandon his perſon whom they look 
5 3 pon as a great prophet, and even the Meſſiah 


A mſelf ? they certainly will not, the high opi- 
on they have of him joined to the hopes of 


re- 
1a erty, conqueſt, and power under his protecti- 
N „ will animate their courage and engage them 

0 reſiſt. War muſt then be declared againſt our 
e 

> tion, we are in no condition to defend our- 
1 |h 

| ves 
vhs 


uch time J apprehend has already been ſpent 


When is not, whether he be a true or a falſe pro- 


ers of people wherever he goes; whither he be 
Wcrneſs, he is every where attended with an im- 


Wmbrage to the Romans, who are jcalous of their 
cwer, and eaſily alarmed at the firſt appearance 


e followed with an army, to prevent, or diſ- 


ART”. 
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ſelves and recover our expiring liberty: we muſt 
therefore ſubmit with the entire loſs of our re. 
maining liberty or be totally deſtroyed. Theſe 
conſequences will certainly follow if we let hin 
alone. The caſe is clear, either he or the 
whole nation muſt periſh, And therefore it is 
more expedient, that one man, be he never {6 
innocent, ſhould be put to death for the publick | 
| ſafety, than that a whole nation ſhould be ruined wh 
upon his account., I would therefore adviſe that Ty 
it may be done with all poſſible expedition, and 
for. that purpoſe, let a decree be immediately 2 
publiſhed, commanding every man, upon thei 
pain of our diſpleaſure, to diſcover where he ß 

that he may be apprehended. From this decret 3 
Nicodemus and Joſeph openly diſſented, and ma- 
ny others alſo ſecretly in their hearts : but the £5 
leading part of the Sanhedrim agreed with the 
chief prieſt, and confirmed his ſentence by the 
ſanction of their authority, their conſultations 4 
being now ended, they aroſe, and departed ti 
their reſpective habitations. 1 


THE 


THE 
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1 mmediately after the decree of the Sanhedrim Feſus 
We 'ctires to Ephraim; ſix days before the paſſover 
returns to Bethany, and is entertained in 
be houſe of Simon the leper; is anointed by 
E Mary, Next day he enters Feruſalem riding upon 
4%; purges the Temple and inſiructs the peo- 
ble. In the evening he returns to Bethany, and 
Wl 7: the morning repairs to the Temple, where he 
= £4/ons with the chief priefts ; baffles the Hero- 
dans, Sadducees and Phariſees, returns again ty 
Bethany in the evening. The day following he goes 
ol | | a 
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to Bethany, ſups with his diſciples, and waſhe 


Agately 

country. 
this occaſion; ſome were amazed and filled wih 
indignation, at a ſentence ſo raſh, impious a 


and Phariſees was exceeding ſtrong, commendellii 


Cent language; while others ſeemed in a ſtate of 8 


in the evening, Jeſus and his diſciples retired fro 


the borders of the wilderneſs. 


table enemies. 
| llar converſation with his diſciples, in acts 


Book III. 


to the Temple, warns the people againſt the Scriln 
and Phariſees, foretells the de eftruftion of Jeruſa- 


lem, and his ſecond coming to judgment; return 


tbeir feet. The treachery of Judas, and the 
motives from which be afted. Jeſus ſends-two if i 
his diſciples to prepare the paſſover, comforts then 
upon the near proſpect of his death, and goes 1 
Feruſalem in the evening. 


O ſooner was the decree for apprehendin| 
«Jeſus publiſhed in the city, than imme. 
fame with rapid wings, and a' thouſani 5 
tongues diſperſed the news over all the adjacent 2 
Various were the opinions of men upon 


unjuſt ; ſome whoſe attachment to the Scribe 
and inde 


the decree with moſt intemperate zeal, 


uncertainty, indulging various conjectures abou 


the event of ſuch an extraordinary affair. A 


ſoon as the tidings arrived in Bethany which wal 


the dangerous ſcene to a city called Ephraim upd 
He knew vi 
well, that the time predeſtined for his death W 
not yet come, and therefore he withdrew int 
that diftant corner to avoid the rage of his impl 
| There he ſpent the time in fan 


Book III. THE MESSIAH. 7 
mercy to the afflicted inhabitants, in frequent 
prayer and fervent devotion towards God. In 
this manner was he employed till the paſſover 
drew nigh, when all his ſufferings were to end in 
a ſhameful death. Knowing this, he concealed 
himſelf no longer; but in obedience to the will 
of his heavenly Father, he ſet out with his diſci- 
ples on the way to Jeruſalem. As they travelled 
along, they began to remind him of the ſentence 
WS publiſhed by the Sanhedrim, and of the danger 
to which he might be expoſed, ſhould he appear 
W publickly in the city upon that occaſion. T 
W this he replied, let no apprehenſions of that kind 
make you afraid, although we ought to conſult 
our own ſafety as far as it is *conſiſtent, with tl.e 
divine will, which you have ſeen me do upon II 1 
W occaſions hitherto, yet we ſhould never. be Mi 
much afraid of men, as to diftruſt the providence |] 
of God, or-fail in our obedience to bim, let ww Yi 
W danger be ever ſo great. Your only buſineſs" Te; 1 
: to enquire what God commands vou to do; in n Mi 
: every circumſtance of life,” 'and to do. alk = 
5 integrity and reſolution, never troubling your- 
ſelves about the event: but leaving that tg ſ ie 
divine providence who directs all things inf ch: 
manner that they ſhall work together for gbd to. 
them that love him. By the law of. Moſes 4 4 
ought gratefully to commemorate Ifrael's. redemp- 
tion from the land of Egypt, and the houſe of 
bondage ; we may indeed be expoſed to dapger 
by doing ſo at this time, when the chief prieſts = | 
elders have determine ed to apprehend, and put @ | 
F | D 2 m: ot 
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me to death; yea, I know and am aſſured, that 


cerning me, will ſoon be accompliſhed ; for at 


cify me as an impoſtor; but after three days! 
will riſe again from the dead. 


ing ſo inconſiſtent with their confirmed pre) udices; 


therefore after a ſhort ſilence ſpent in grief and 
perplexity, Peter ſaid to him, Lord, I am at 1 


of theſe things you have mentioned will ever 95 | 


| have a right to do ſo. 
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they will treat me in this manner. I have fre. 
quently-told you, and now I tel] you again, that 


all things which the Prophets have written con- 


the enſuing paſſover, the Jews will apprehend 


me, they will condemn, inſult, and abuſe me in FE. 
the moſt ſpiteful manner, deliver me into the 


hands of the Gentiles, who will ſcourge and cru- 


I am not ignorant 


of the danger to which I will be expoſed, nor an WW an 
* e wet to ſuffer theſe "gy! in obedience 6 ca 
my heavenly Father. vie 

At theſe words the diſciples were 8 ſur- de 
prized, and dejected, and although he had ex- Jaz 
preſſed himſelf in the plaineſt language, yet be- MW ac; 


they could not underſtand his meaning. And 


loſs to underſtand your meaning, for I hope none 


come to paſs in the obvious ſenſe of the words, 
for they ſeem to be inconſiſtent with the ancient 
Prophets, and repugnant to all our expectations, iu 
I doubt not the wicked intentions of your ene -· 
mies, but it becomes you to blaſt their deſigns 1 
or to avoid the effects of their ill grounded ma- x 
lice, This I am ſure you can eaſily do, and yo \ 


4 
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At theſe words, Jeſus turning about, looked 
on Peter, with a mixture of pity and indignation : : 
you think, ſaid he, that you have given me A 
friendly advice; but you are very much miſtaken, 
W you have acted the part of an adverſary, recom- 
W mending diſobedience to the will of God, who 
Ws intends by my death to eſtabliſh a kingdom of 
truth and righteouſneſs, Of this you ſeem to 
WE have no juſt apprehenſion ; you look for a worldly 
_ kingdom, and fondly imagine, that I will reign 
oer the Jews, and oyer all nations in the pomp 
and ſplendor of an earthly king. It is neither my 
WT ſafety, nor the glory of God you have chiefly in 
view, but the gratification of your own ambitious 
= deſires, and expectations. You muſt however 


24.4 accompliſhment of my words, 
= After this rebuke, they followed him in ſilence, 
reflecting with ſorrow, terror, and diſappointment 
upon what he had told them, till nigh the 
evening when they arrived in Bethany, at the- 
i} houſe of Simon the leper, who received them 
WE with a joyful hoſpitality; There an elegant ſup- 
per was immediately prepared for the entertains. 
WW cnt of ſuch an honourable gueſt, In the mean 
Wine Jeſus converſed with the company upon va 
"ous ſubjects, equally pleaſant and improving & 
but Lazarus, who together with his two ſiſters, 
aodged in the ſame houſe; finding a convenient 
Ppportunity, thought proper to info nn Jeſus, that. 
he had frequently reflected upon the ſtate of the 
lead, from which he had obtained ſuch a wandte 


lay theſe aſide, and look for the exact and literal 
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was inclined to think, that it was a ſtate of abſo. 


clude, that death is either a ſuſpenſion, or an ex- 
have no remembrance of any thing that paſſed in 


Four paſt life, you will be able to remember but 
a ſmall ſhare of the innumerable thoughts, and 


gaged. To think and act is one thing, to re- 


the living, and it is all together improper that 


not be the end of your exiſtence, that there 1s. 


G 


Book III. 
ful deliverance, and finding he could not remem. 
ber any thing which paſſed during that time, he 


lute inſenſibility, without thought, action or en- 
joyment, and that the proſpect of entering into 
ſach a ſtate again, filled his mind with a n 


able melancholy. 
To this Jeſus replied, you ought not to con- 


tinction of all thought and activity, becauſe you 


your mind during that time for if you reflect upon 


— 
535 


ations, in which you have certainly been en. 


the ſtate of the dead is very different from that of 


you ſhould have any remembrance of what paſled WW © 

in that inviſible world, The wiſdom and good- WR ** 
nes of God evidently appear from what he re- : 8¹ 
veals to men in this life, and you may ſafely be- 7 | « 
lieve, that he is no leſs wiſe and good to men, Wl 8 
in concealing many things from their preſent view, ; Ws 
Whatever is uſeful he has made abundantly clear; 25 
but whatever is either uſeleſs, or injurious to men :; 4 
In their preſent ſtate, theſe hath he hid from the ; : 
eyes of all living; and therefore lay aſide all ſuch Wn M 
uſeleſs enquiries concerning the ſtate of ſouls de- i © 
parted, and reſt ſatisfied in this, that death will 15 


model 


W 5 
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W :nother world, where every one ſhall be happy 
or miſerable, according to the deeds done in the 
body, whether they be good or evil. Here the. 
converſation ended, for ſupper came in, and all 
ſat down to the welcome entertainment. Here 
was abundance without luxury, friendſhip with- 
out diſſimulation, truth without detraction, tem- 
perance without auſterity; and religion without 


. W hypocriſy, one only muſt be excepted, for while 

. Mary who attended the company, and ſtood be- 

i hind Jeſus liſtened with a pleaſing admiration to 

n all he ſaid, in a ſudden tranſport of the pureſt 
love, and moſt grateful affection, ſhe poured a 

ut _ . | 3 c , 6 

4 vial of the moſt precious eſſence upon his head 

n and feet, and wiped them with her hair, which- 

4 hung in graceful but unadorned ringlets don her 

„ ſhoulders..- This Judas obſerved with a look of 

4 is ppointed avarice, and after pauſing a while, 

Ie 2 he ſaid, this is certainly a piece of the moſt unne-. Fil 

7 = ceſlary extravagance, for that ointment of ſo 6 

mY value, might have been ſold at a high price, and 

be. given to relieve the poor. This was only „ vile 

tc. pretence, for he had no regard to the pa but 

an #1 being a man of inſatiable covetouſneſs, and purſe ' 

5 8 bearer to Jeſus and his diſciples, he was offended' [ 

_ 1 becauſe the ointment was not ſold, and put into 1 

nen his poſſeſſion, that he might haye applied ſome of 

the it to his own private uſe, as he -had- frequently 

1 done. All this was known perfectly well to his 

de- Maſter, who replied with: great mildneſs, ang 

will good nature, Blame her not for: what ſhe has 


| done, ſhe deſerves to be 9 7 is. 2 mark 
D 4 W ECTS of - 


— 


of her kind affection and grateful diſpoſition to 
| burial ; this precious ointment ſhe would readily 
them, if you be diſpoſed to do it ; but in a little 
time, you will be put to no more expences oft my 


ſurprize, for it ſeemed very ſtrange to them, that 


tection, after which they all retired to enjoy thi 
blefling of ſoft repoſe, 


votions. Within a ſhort time a multitude at- 
mies from Jeruſalem ; theſe had got intelligence WW 
the evening before that Jeſus was in Bethany, 


and Lazarus whom he has: wee from the dead, 
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me, by honouring me in this manner before my 
death; which I affure you is not far off; for this 
is the laſt anointing I ſhall ever receive before my 


beſlow upon my dead body, as a token of reſpeR, 
and I cannot think you would complain of her 


for manifeſting it upon that occaſion : and as Nl : 5 
the poor, for whom you expreſs ſo much con- 
Torn; vou will always have them with you, and £ pr 


you can never want opportunities of relieving iſ 


account, and therefore you ought not to complain. 
This rebuke Judas heard with a, ſulleꝶ ſilence, 
and all the reſt of t BTL. 2 A forrowful 


n 
. 

F ts 
[8 


he could ſpeak in ſuch a poſitive manner concern- 
ing an event ſo diſmal and unexpected, and with BW 
a mind fo calm and undiſturbed. The time of 
reſt now approaching, they kneeled down, while 
he by fervent prayer and thankſgiving, commit- 
ted himſelf and his friends to the divine pro- 


Now the chearful dawn uſhered in the day, 
when all awoke and performed their wonted de- 


and prompted by a ftrong curioſity of ſeeing him} 
: s 11 


4 422 
. 
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they aſſembled in great numbers, each enquiring; 
of his acquaintance, into the particular circum- 
W ances of this extraordinary fact, and beholding 
W with admiration theſe two perſons, of whom they 
had heard ſuch wonderful reports. Every thing 
being confirmed by the teſtimony of ſo many 
W witneſſes of undoubted veracity, they were fully 
WT perſwaded that he was the long expected Meſſiah: 
But ſo great was the obſtinacy of the chief prieſts 
and Phariſees, that in the morning when they ob- 
ſerved ſo many going to ſee Lazarus, they reſolved | 
co put him to death alſo, becauſe upon his ac- 
count numbers daily deſerted their party, and be- 
lieved on Jeſus. „ 8 
Now when the multitude underſtood, that he: 
intended to go that day to the city, they waited 
dis departure, along with many more, who were 
then on their journey from different parts, to at- 
end the feaſt of unleavened bread.. As ſoon 
WT therefore as he ſet out from Bethany, they aſſem- 
bled in a body, and followed him on the way. 
When he came in view of Bethphage, a village 
Wn Mount Olivet belonging to the prieſts, know- 
ing that the time of his ſufferings was at hand, 
WW" intended no longer to conceal his real dignityy. 
or to avoid the malice of bis enemies; there- 
ore, reſolving te enter the city, in meck and 


3 


owly Majeſty as the Prophets had foretold, he 

ordered two of his diſciples to go before him into 
de village, where, ſaid he, as ſoon as you en- 

ter, you will find an aſs, with a colt, tied at 
he door, on which no man ever yet rode, 
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82 THE MESSIAH, Book III 
„ looſe them, and bring them to me, and if the 
„ owner ſhall enquire what you mean by doing 


« ſo, tell him that the Lord hath need of him, 


« and immediately he will conſent.” Accord- 
ingly they departed, while the multitude waited 


with impatience to ſee the event. In a little time 


they returned with the aſs and colt, having found 
every circumſtance juſt as he had told them. At 
which the people were ſurprized, wondering how 


he could foreſee circumſtances ſo minute, and 
things ſo exactly, at a diſtance. This confirmed 
them ſo much the more in their opinion that he 


was the Meſhah. Now ſome of them having 


' ſpread their garments on the colt, he mounted 


and rode along the way, in humble and peaceful 
majeſty, as kings and righteous men had done be- 
fore, in the days of ancient ſimplicity. No rat- 


ling chariot nor prancing ſteed attend his train, 


no ſounding clarion, nor armed throng, no gaudy 


pomp nor ſplendor of terreſtrial pride, no vain 
proceſſion, nor glittering ſhow did he affect; like 


empty mortals proud of being ſeen, admired, 
and feared by gazing multitudes. Tho' divinely 
great, with humble dignity, he rides along, while 


thouſands pouring from the city meet him on the 


way. In teſtimony of their homage, many ſpread 
their garments on the road where he paſſed, and 


others cut down branches of palm trees, and 


ſtrewed them on the way before him ; as they 


uſed to do at a ſolemn feſtival, or the triumphant 
entrance of a mighty prince. In the mean time, 
the numerous proceſſion behind and before, = : 
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with joyful admiration, cried aloud, © Hoſanna 
« to the ſon of David, God proſper the king- 
« dom of the Meſſiah, bleſſed is he that cometh 
« jn the name of the Lord, behold he cometh to 
| « heal, inſtruct, and govern the choſen race, 
« glory, peace, and endleſs power attend our 
« mighty King.” The joyful ſound reecho'd 
from the hills, and ſongs triumphant pierced the 
| EE diſtant ſkies.. At this time ſome of the Phariſees 
deing preſent, moved with envy, and extremely 
| IE offended at the honour done to Jeſus by the mul- 
WE titude, while they dreaded the loſs of their own. 
authority, requeſted him that he would rebuke bis 
diſciples, and not ſuffer them to make ſuch an 

| WE indecent noiſe. . By no *means, ſaid Jeſus, for 
ice you who ought to ſhew forth the praiſes of 
. WE God wich joyful hearts, through envy and malice 
, {ME refuſe to do it; it is very proper that others 
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7 ſhould be n to perform ſuch a reaſonable 
n ſervice ; and truly if theſe ſhould forbear, God 
e would even work a miracle, to raiſe up others to 
|, RE glorify his name, rather than ſilence ſhould be 
kept upon ſuch an extraordinary occaſion, Bůy 
le this time they had got to the foot of Mount 
e Olivet, where they had a full view of the SE» ; 
here he ſtopt for a little time, and while the 


2 | multitude gazed upon him with expectation be 4 
4 looked earneſtly upon Jeruſalem; he groaned, the 


id 

ears began to flow; at length in mournful ſtrains 
1 he lifted up his voice, and ſaid, 

e, © city of the living. God! once. pure, Q ſa. * 
ed 
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oy chief prieſts and Phariſees moved with envy and 
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abhorred for thy iniquities; O that thou hadſt 


been fo wiſe and happy, as to have confidered 


even now, in the laſt extremity, the tender and 


repeated invitations of divine mercy ! But alas 
'R is too late; for now thy day is near an end, 
thy ſun declines, and ſoon will fet in blood; I 
e the time, the awful time draws nigh, when 
To, thine enetnies ſhall come in hoſtile arms, the 
Roman armies ſhall approach thy walls, I ſee 


their trenches {caſt about thee, and hem thee in 


on every fide, on all thy bulwarks their batter 
Ing engines play ; death rides in triumph through 


my fircets, and in thy Temple ſtands his bloody 41" 
' throne 3 no flight without, no ſafety found with- i 


in, no houſe nor walls to ſhield thee from thy 

e: Thy doom is paſs'd, the ſentence is gone i 
forth, it's ſeal'd in heaven, and ſoon ſhall be if 
fulfill'd, unnumber'd crimes hang o'er thy deſtin'd M 


Head, and grace deſpis'd brings on thy dreadful Ml 


fate. In this manner did he lament the approact- MW 


ing deſolation of his implacable enemies. . 


While he paſſed through the Valley of Jeho- 
Maphat the multitude attendetl him in 7 


Alec, reflecting upon this awful prediction. At 
length he croſſed the brook Cedron, and paſſing Wi 
by the fountain of Shilo, he entered the city 


with all his retinue. The inhabitants-were ſur- 
priſed at a proceſſion ſo numerous; but when 
they were informed that Jeſus of Nazareth, the 
Prophet of Galilee was now arrived, they re- 
ceived him with great Joy. In the mean time, th 


rage; 
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rage, ſaid one to another; dont you ſee the dan- 
ger now? the more we oodles him, the more his 
authority encreaſes with the people; other mea- 
ſures muſt be taken, and our deſigns ſpeedily ex- 
ecuted ; for if we ſuffer him to go on at this 
rate, in a little time the whole nation will run 
after him. | 
As ſoon as he had erica the city he © chin, 
and went directly to the Temple to inſtruc the 
people: But when he had entered the court of 
the Gentiles, which was appointed for proſelytes 
to worſhip in, he found it moſt groſsly perverted 
from its original intention, and turned into a pub- 
lic market, where avarice practiſed ber various 
arts of deceit. There, were abundance of ſtalls 
for exchanging of money, perſons who ſold cat- 
tle, cloves, and the like; who ſat there under 
pretence of having theſe things near at hand, for 
W the convenience of ſuch as came up to ſacrifice 
from diſtant parts. When he beheld the profa- 
nation of that holy place, he was immediately 
fired with a ſacred zeal, and overturning: their 
W tables and ſtalls, he boldly expelled the irreligious 
= owners, telling them at the ſame time, how ein- 
| tolerable it was, to ſee the houſe of God which 
had been conſecrated to the divine worſhip, turned 
into a market, and filled with covetouſneſs and 
extortion. A ſacred dread was impreſſed upon the 
minds of theſe guilty men, which joined with a 
ſenſe of his authority, and their own. crimes, 


| made them flee in haſte without offering a 
Polition, 


8 .. of SN 
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Having thus purged the Temple, a great mul. 
titude were aſſembled about him from every quar- 
ter of the city, bringing along with them the di. 
ſeaſed of every kind. When he ſaw them, he 
beheld their various woes with the moſt tender 
ſympathy and compaſſion ; they implored his 
help, and they obtained it ; for all of a ſudden 
their diſeaſes were healed, and not one afflicted 
perſon was found in the whole aſſembly. Never 
were people more aſtoniſhed, never was gratitude 
more lively, their hearts were filled with joy, and 
their tongues ſpake aloud of his praiſe, for now 
the voice of acclamation reſounded through every 
court, „ Hoſarfha to the ſon of David, bleſſed 
« js he that cometh in the name of the Lord to 
« ſave us, Hoſanna in the higheſt.” In the 
mean time the chief prieſts and Phariſees, in the 
inner 15 rt, hearing all theſe things, raged with 
envy affd malice, ſaying one to another, What 
ſhall we do? for our laſt decree is vain, none 
are willing, and we ourſelves dare not apprehend 
him; let us try if we can draw him into a ſnare, 
or ofovoke him to ſay ſomething that will offend 
the people, and alienate their affections from him; 
or if poſſible, let us extort ſome declaration from 
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his own mouth that will incenſe the governo be af 
againſt him, and expoſe him to the puniſhment Wi &erat 
of the Roman laws. But while the chief prieſts Wi Prefer 
were thus conſulting his ruin, not only the mul⸗ laking 
titude of the Jews, but even ſtrangers of an in» ng 1: 
quiſitive and unprejudiced mind, were very deſi- Wi willin 
Four to hear, and be acquainted with him. Pa Word 
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: ticularly ſome Greeks, who came from the bor- 


Xa 
Ke 
* 


the Temple, theſe being acquainted with Philip 


ſaida in the country of Galilee, earneſtly pegged 
W cf him that they might be introduced into his 
5 preſence, and have an opportunity of converſing 
with him. Philip informing Andrew of this, they 
went together and told their Maſter; who there- 


earneſt of the wonderful ſucceſs, which my doc- 
trine ſhall obtain in the world after my death. 


te ſown and die in the earth, it yields no in- 
creaſe; but after that, it produces much fruit; 
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of my diſciples, ſhall be inſinitely greater after 
my death than at preſent; and therefore you muſt 


and as I muſt obtain the poſſeſſion of it by a 
variety of ſufferings and death, fo muſt ye; for 
; be aſſured, that if any man through an immo- 


preſerve his life, by avoiding perſecution, or for- 
ſaking my religion; that man fhall loſe everlaſt- 
W ing life ih the world to come. But he who is 
willing to loſe his life and all that is dear in this 
world, for the ſake of virtue and religion, ſhall 
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ders of Galilee to worſhip in the outer court of 


one of the twelve diſciples, who lived in Beth. 


W upon replied, If the Greeks deſire to ſee me; and 
W to hear my inſtructions, they are welcome, for 
W the time cometh when my power and glory ſhal! 
W be manifeſted not only to the Jews, but alſo to 
7 all the nations of the world; this is but a ſmall 


; | For this you know, that till a grain of wheat 
in like manner my ſuture glory and the encreaſe 


know, that as my kingdom lies beyond the grave, 


derate Jove of this preſent world, ſhall chooſe to 
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88 THE MESSIAH, Book III. 
certainly after death, arrive at the poſſeſſion of 
eternal glory. And therefore if any man is in- 
clined to be my diſciple, he muſt reſolve to follow. 
my example, and be prepared to ſuffer the work 
that may happen for my ſake and a good con. 
ſcience, The apprehenſion of theſe things may 
no doubt fill your minds with terror, nor is it 
ſtrange, I feel the fears of death, the awful prof. 
pe&t fills my ſoul. with ſorrow ; here naturs 
ſhrinks, O God, ſupport me in that dreadful hour, 
Then lifting up his eyes to heaven, he ſaid, ( 
Father, I reſign myſelf entirely to thy will, le 
all my ſufferings glorify thy name. Immediate] 
0 an awful voice was heard from the heavens, pro. A 
'' nouncing theſe words, Hitherto have I received 
| glory from all thy actions, and henceforth ſhall || 's; 
receive glory from all thy ſufferings. Some who WF 
heard this voice diſtinAly, thought an angel ſpoke Wi 
to him; but others who heard it imperfectly, 
imagined it was the ſound of thunder in the ſky. 
While the people were thus ſurprized, Jeſus ſaid 
to them, This voice you have heard from heaven, 
came not upon my account, as if I wanted am 
aſſurance of my Father's love and affection; no, 
it was ſpoken entirely for your ſakes, that y:M 
might have an immediate teſtimony of my divin Wi 
commiſſion, and that ye might know that all m 
future ſufferings ſhall end in the extraordinary ma- 
nifeſtation of the divine glory. For now is thi 
time, when the powers of darkneſs ſhall be ftript 
of their dominion; Satan, the god of this world 


mad has ſo long deceived the nations, by holding 
them 


„ 
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cem in ignorance, ſuperſtition, idolatry, and all 
W manner of wickedneſs, ſhall ſoon be diveſted of 
his power : For when I am lifted up from the 
earth, and ſhall depart this world, then all na- 
; tions, kindreds, and tongues, and people, ſhall 


At theſe words ſome of the Jews replied, mw 
Wo you mean by departing out of the world, 
Wwe are told by the prophets, that when the of. 
ſah cometh, he ſhall continue for ever, and What 


alk of leaving the world ? And if you are not 


iz rourlelf f the Son of man, as Daniel deſcribes 
I Ry To this he anſwered, I have frequently 


Wonvincing proofs of my divine commiſſion ; but 


Wcaſt ye reſiſt the truth, and deſpiſe the light 
Which is offered you 3 for if ye do, in a little 
Wine ye will be left in darkneſs, be given up to 
or own corrupt affections, and allowed to wan- 


- vices, Ye pretend to believe in, God, while at 

e ſame time, ye obſtinately reject and oppoſe 
y doArine and miracles, which evidently bear 
e impreſſions of divine wiſdom and almighty 


it; 


W bear my doctrine, receive my religion, deſert. 
W their idolatry, and ſeek for ſalvation by me alone 


Whis kingdom ſhall never paſs away ; now, if you. 
e the Meſſiah, as you pretend, why do you 


7 the Meſſiah, why do you aſſume his: #itle by cal. 


E told you who I am, and have given you the moſt 


Wc have not regarded them; take heed, therefore, 


Per in ignorance, ſuperſtition, and incurable pre- 


wer, I came from heaven to enlighten the 
orld, to remove the groſs ignorance, and to re- = 
orm the abominable wickedneſs that prevails in gf oh 
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it; and therefore if any man obſtinately reje&s 
my doctrine, or lives in oppoſition to it ; his pre. 
ſent guilt and final condemnation ſhall be en. 
creaſed to the laſt degree : Not that I will now 
paſs ſentence upon men, or puniſh them for their 
inexcuſable wickedneſs ; no, that is not the de- 
ſign of my coming at preſent ; I am ſent to re- 
claim, and fave the world, by all the methods of 
mildneſs, gentleneſs, and love, and to make 
them capable of everlaſting happineſs in the 
world to come. But if theſe ſhould prove in- 
effectual, then at my ſecond coming, which wil 
be to judge the world in righteouſneſs, they ſhall 
be inexcuſable ; for the doctrine I now teach, 
hall be a witneſs againſt them, and their obfti- 
nate con:empt thereof, ſhall greatly aggravate 
their final condemnation. This muſt certainly 
be the caſe, ſeeing the inſtructions I deliver, ar: 
not of my own invention, but a revelation of the 
divine will, confirmed by miracles, which none BY 
but almighty power can produce. 3 


 - Having ſpoken theſe words, he withdrew from i 
the Temple, as the declining ſun drew near the WW 
weſtern hills, and along with his diſciples 1e. 
turned to Bethany. Various were the effects of Wl 
his doQrine upon the minds of the Jews, the 


unprejudiced part of the people admired him, and Y 


were fully perſuaded that he was the Maſſiah; 


even ſome of the principal men, and chief ruler, a 
were inclined to the ſame opinion: But the drea i 
of expulſion from the ſynagogue, made them hold 

the truth in unrighteouſneſs;. for being _ 8 
| n; 
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lng to ſuffer the reproachful names of Hereticks 
and Apoſtates, chooſing rather to enjoy the fa- 
vour of men, and a good reputation in the world, 
chan the approbation of God and a good con- 
7 | ſcience, they thought it a more prudent way to 
W conceal their opinions, than to make any profeſ- 
W ſon of them before the world. Put the chief 
prieſts and Phariſees were inflamed with the higheſt 
rage againſt him, and fully determined at all e- 
BE vents to take away his life. 
= Now early in the morning Jeſus awoke from 
d flvep, and having poured out his ſoul in 
prayer to God, he ſet out with his diſciples for Je- 
WS ruſalem ; but as they paſſed along, he ſpied at a 
little diſtance, a Fig-tree, whoſe verdant leayes 
ſeemed to promiſe. abundance of fruit ; being 
WT urged with hunger, he turned aſide, and found it 
1 baren; having ſearched every branch to no pur- 
poſe, at laſt he ſaid, Thou barren tree, ſad em- 
blem of the Jewiſh nation, be thou likewiſe an 
emblem of their fate; henceforth let the power 
of vegetation ceaſe, let all thy branches wither, 
and thy roots decay. Scarce had he ſpoken when 
5 the leaves began to fade, and all its vi gour died 
ay. 
by From thence proceeding on bis way, he went- 
3 a the city, and entered the Temple, where a 
ultitude were ſoon aſſembled to hear his in- 
ſtructions. In the mean time a number of the 
ey and elders entered the court where he 
Woh the people. Awed by his preſence and 
Ne terror of the multitude, they liſtened for ſome. 
. time 
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time with great impatience; at laſt one of them 
addreſſed him in the following words. We have 
now obſerved your actions for a conſiderable time, 
and to us they ſeem very unaccountable; laſt day 
you entered the city with an immenſe multitude 
of people, who attended you with pomp and 
noiſe, as if you were a perſon of uncommon 
dignity; you turned out the merchants who were 
employed ina trade both lawful and neceſſary, az 
if you were the governor of the place ; and you 
teach here publickly, as if you were appointed to do 
ſo by the Sanhedrim; pray who gave you a com- 
miſſion to act in a manner ſo extraordinary ? To 
hee replied, Suffer me to aſk you a very plain 
| queſtion, which if you anſwer me, I will alſo 
tell you by whoſe authority I do theſe things; 
When John the Baptiſt publickly taught, and 
baptized the people, did he act by a divine com- 
miſſion? or was it only a contrivance of his own 
to deceive the multitude ? Tell me freely what 
you think. Upon this they retired a little 
to deliberate an anſwer, and found themſelves in- 
volved in a hard dilemma ; for, ſaid they, if we 

acknowledge the divine commiſſion of John the P © 
Baptiſt, then we condemn ourſelves for not re- 5 
garding the teſtimony he gave in favour of thi BW * 
man, for if John was a true Prophet, Jeſus mull 
be one alſo: But, on the other hand, if we den sb 
the divine commiſſion of John, and charge hin $ _ | 
with impoſture, we are in danger of being ſtoned 27 
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to death by the multitude; it is better therefore a 
to pretend ignorance, than to give an anſwer 
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which will involve us in one of theſe difficulties. 
Accordingly upon their return, they replied, that 
they could not tell by what authority John 
| preached, and baptized the pco ople. Then ſaid 
Jeſus, neither will I tell you by what authority 
I do theſe things; for ſeeing ye have reſiſted the 
ſtrongeſt evidence, certainly ye will not regard 
my ſimple affirmation. The perſons whom ye 
treat with the greateſt contempt, even publicans 
and heathens, theſe were fully perſuaded that 
John acted by a divine commiſſion ; they heard 
his inſtructions, and they repented of their wick- 
edneſs: But ye who pretend greater zeal for re- 
Iligion than other men, deſpiſed his doctrine; 
perſevering in your wickedneſs, and with the moſt 
implacable malice ſetting your ſelves in oppoſition 
W to the truth. Ye have acted the ſame part your 
W fathers did in ancient times; God raiſed up wiſe 
men and prophets, to inſtru and reform them, 
but in vain, for they deſpiſed and perſecuted them 
Win every age. Now he has ſent his own Son, 
whom in like manner ye hate and deſpiſe, and to 
fill up the meaſure of your iniquity, him ye will 
Wput to death; and bring upon yourſelves the ven- 
eeance of heaven, and the awful curſes denoun- 
Need in the law of Moſes; for in a little time 
our nations ſhall be deſtroyed, and your city 
urnt with fire. At theſe words fome of the 


n WP" ncipal Jews cried out, God forbid, - They cer- 


tainly will, ſaid he, for ſo it. is written, “ the 3 


F* ſtone which the builders re ected, the ſame i is 
2 become the head ſtone of the corner,” on 


94 


even as the principal corner ſtone unites and ſup- 
ports the two ſides of a building together. Then 
{h ill the choſen ſeed of Iſrael be caſt off for their 
wickedneſs, and the Gentile nations become the 
ſervants of the living God. At theſe words the 
chief prieſts and Phariſees were ſo enraged, that 
had not the terror of the multitude reſtrained their 
fury, they would have ſeized him that moment, 
and put him to death. 

But knowing the danger of ſuch an attempt, 
they withdrew and conſulted among themſelves 
| how they might draw him into a ſnare. For this 
end, a number of the Phariſees and Herodians en. 
tered into a plot, which they expected would 
either expoſe him to the indignation of the mul 
titude, or the puniſhment of the Roman law, and 
therefore with an appearance of great honour and 
eſteem, they came, and addreſſed him in the fol- 
lowing words. Sir, we are fully perſuaded that 
you are a teacher of the divine law, you explain 
it truly, and we have reaſon to believe, that upon 
every oecaſion you ſpeak freely, without regard- 
ing any perſon or party, without fear or affec- 
tion ; be pleaſed therefore to remove a difficulty 
' which we look upon as matter of very great im- 
portance. 
the peculiar people of God, and under his im- 


mediate government, to pay tribute to Cæſar, and, 


to ſubmit to the Authority of the Romans, of 
y not Here now, they expected to have him en- 
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the Meſſiah, whom the Jews rejected, ſhall re. 
ceive and unite into the Church, the Gentiles, Wl 


tangle 
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tangled in the ſnare, let him anſwer which way 
he would: For had he anſwered in the affirma- 
tive, the people who hated the Roman govern- 
ment, would Have conſidered bim us an enemy 
to their religion and liberties ; had he anſwered 
in the negative, then the Herodiabis, who were 
f ſtrongly Attached to the intereſt of Ceſar, would 
have charged him with ſedition, and expoſed him 
to the reſentment of the Romans, All this he 
W knew, and therefore ſaid to them, Why do ye 
attempt to involve me in a ſnare? I know your 
S croſs diſſimulation, and your wicked deſigns ; 

W nevertheleſs, ſhew me the tribute money; this 
9 being done, he looked upon it and ſaid, Whoſe 
W im:ge and ſuperſcription is this? they anſwered, Y 
W It is Cæſars; Well then, ſaid he, give him what 
W you own to bs his due, and ſubmit to his autho- 
rity as far as it is conſiſtent with the laws of God, 
and the practice of religion. At this reply they 
were confounded, and vexed to find der 
ſo publicly diſappointed beſore the people, 
A little time after their departure, i 
number of the Sadduce's, men of gre 2 4 
and power, who immediately began a diſpute with 
him, upon the doQrine of a future ſtate, which 
they abſolutely denied. Sir, ſaid one of them, 
you muſt certainly grant, that every opinion n | 
religion which is attended with conſequences evi - 
dently falſe and abſurd, ought te be rected; 
now this is the caſe with ſome of your doings, | 
1 concerning the reſurrection or . 
Fox let us ſuppoſe a woman to have deen 
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ſeven times a widow, married to ſeyen brothers, 
as the law allows in a certain caſe, and of which | 
we have known an inſtance, when this woman 
dies and enters into a future ſtate, pray tell us, 
which of the ſeven brothers ſhall have her for 
his wife ; they have all an equal right to her, 
and yet they cannot all have her; this anuſt oc. 
caſion ſtrange confuſion, hatred, and contention M 
in that imaginary ſtate you talk ſo much about; 
why then do you teach a doctrine ſo incredible 
and abſurd ? To this he replied, Your argument 
is founded in groſs ignorance, you falſly ſuppoſe 
a. future ſtate, to be in every reſpe& like the 
preſent, but you are altogether miſtaken ; you M 
ſee what havock is made in this world every day 
by death, and was it not for marriage, the earth 
would ſoon be depopulated, and turned into 2 
lonely waſte ; but in the world, to come, there 
are no diſeaſes, pains, nor any more death, for 
they who ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain i 
that world, ſhall then be delivered from all thei 
inconveniencies of this mortal life; there ſhall be 
. no. marrying, nor bearing of children, be: 
cauſe there will be no mortality, nor ſucceſſion of 
generations : But like the angels of God, they. 
ſhall live in the poſſeſſion of conſummate glory, i 
and never ending happineſs, You muſt be ven 
ignorant of the divine power, if you doubt the 
poſſibility of ſuch a ſtate, and you muſt be no les 
ignorant of the holy ſcriptures, if you deny id 
reality; many paſſages are clear to the purpoſe, 
a4 and. if you would . conſider what i 
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did to Moſes, at the burning buſh, you would 
find a very convincing proof of what I lay z. $6 I 
« am the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, 
« and the God of Jacob.” This was ſeveral 
hundred years after their death ; the relation, you 
ſce, was not diſſolved, he was, and is ſtill their 
God, which he could not be, had they periſhed 
coul and body, as you affirm; he is the God N 
of thoſe who have a real Sine, and enjo 
lie, which is truly the caſe of all thoſe who de- 
part from this world; for death only deftroys the 
& wonderful ſtructure of the human body, while 
the ſoul which is of a different ſubſtance, enters .s 
into another ftate, and ſhall at the reſurrection 
be clothed with a body, glorious, refined and 
immortal. Can you really believe, that Abraham, 
Lac, and Jacob received the full reward of their 
virtue and piety in this world, where they lived | 
as pilgrims and ſtrangers ? No, ſurely ; for God 
had prepared ſome better things for them. The 
eſire of immortality is deeply rooted in the hu- 
nan nature, the wiſe and good in every age 
have lived and died in the hopes of another 
world; it is the foundation of Religion and 
Nirtue; the conſolation of all who ſuffer death 
Wor righteouſneſs ſake ; it ſolves. all the difficul» 
ies ariſing from the preſent ſtate of things, and 
econciles men to the divine government · No- 
bing but conſcious guilt; and the tetrors of 
uture puniſhment can induce men to tab 
er in the horrors of annihilation ; it ſpreads dark- 
(els. and ronfulion over all the works of God, 


„ nall others, and ought to be obſerved with the 


93 THE MESSIAH. "Book II. 4 


and the ways of providence ; ; it is the parent of 
vice, the nurſe of impiety, and the ſource of 
everlaſting woe. Theſe words were delivered 
with ſuch mildneſs and Majeſty, that the Saddu- 
cees were confounded, and withdrew immediately, 
ina fretful and diſcontented ſilence, while the multi. 
| tude were aſtoniſhed, and triumphed in their defeat, 
As ſoon as the Phariſees heard of this, they 
aſſembled with an intention to diſpute, and per- 
plex him in his doctrine ; accordingly one of 
them who was a Scribe, or interpreter of the 
law, aſked him which was the moſt important of 
all the divine commands ? To this he replied, 
* Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God above all 
© worldly enjoyments, yea and above all crea ed 
« beings. This is the firſt and moſt important of 


C greateſt fidelity; ; the next in dignity and ex- 
6 cellence is this, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 
& as thyſelf, and do unto all men, 38, you would 
„ they ſhould do unto you.” In the obſervation 
of theſe two, is contained the ſubſtance of all 
true virtue and religion; and the great deſign of 
Revelation is, to explain and enforce the practice 
of them. This anſwer gave full ſatisfaction to 
the Scribe, who thereupon replied, You have 
ſaid what is certainly true, for obedience to God, 
and good will to all men, are indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary, and ought to be preferred above all poſitive 
' Inſtitutions, Well then ſaid Jeſus, if theſe be. 
pour real ſentiments, you are not far from being 

ene of my Sfciples, and if you perſeyere in 208. 
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ing accordingly, you will be a true member of the 

W Church of God upon earth, and ſhall at laſt be 
admitted into his everlaſting kingdom. And now 
W ſince I have freely anſwered all your queſtions, 
W ſuffer me alſo to afk one of you. Pray tell me 
WS then, of what family do you expect the Meſſiah 
will be born? To this one replied, he muſt be 
| the ſon of David. Well then, ſaid he, how 
will you reconcile that, with what is ſaid in 
Pſalm cx. I. where David by the ſpirit of inſpi- 
ration ſpeaketh in this manner, © The Lord ſaid 
e unto my Lord, fit thou at my right hand, till 
I make thine enemies thy footſtool.“ This ye 
acknowledge to be ſpoken of the Meſſiah ; now, 
therefore, if David thus called the Meſſiah his 
Lord, how can he alſo be his ſon ? Can the ſame 
perſon be both his Superior and Inferior ? But 
Wthe Phariſees being ignorant of the Meſſiah's real 
WcharaQer, could give no anſwer to this queſtion; . 
nd finding themſelves ſo far inferior ko him, in 
rtent of underſtanding, quickneſs of apprehen- 
Jon, clearneſs of expreſſion, and force of reaſon- 
, they retired, and ventured no more to tempt | 
im with enſnaring queſtions. EE 

Now, as the evening drew nigh, he left the 
%, to avoid the ſecret plots of his enemies, 
Wd returned to Bethany, where he lodged all 
Wizht. Next morning he repairs to Jeruſa- 
m; but while he paſſed along the way, his dif- 
ples were ſurprized to ſee the hg-tree, quite 
ithered and dried up from the roots. As ſoog... 
15 began to talk of it, he ſaid to them, D 
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ve have no - maſter upon earth but me, to who 
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you look upon this as an extraordinary thing ? 


Be aſſured, that if you firmly believe and truſt in . 
the power of God, you ſhall be able to do greater A 
miracles than this; for if it was neceſlary to re- lis 
move the mountains and caſt them into the ſex, Ph 
in order to confirm your doctrine, God would * 
immediately do it, at your requeſt; for whatever Th 
you ſhall aſk of God, in order to .confirm your - 
Aoctrine and miniſtry, with aſſured faith and con- 10 
fidence in the divine power, he will certainly do 5 
it; but take heed leſt you aſk the divine affiſtance Jon 
in any bad undertaking, which will not be me 
granted; neither pray with angry and vindiQive joſu 
| hearts, for God will not hear you, unleſs you WW coe 
forgive all the injuries you receive from men. lane 
Now as ſoon as he entered the city, he went ha 
to the T emple, where he began to inſtruct his N 
diſciples in the preſence of a great multitude, ng 
Beware of the Scribes and Phariſees, ſaid he, for ing 
they are obſtinate and incorrigible this 1 have: Fe 
found by repeated trials; they have often been . "Ra 
ſilenced, but they are never convinced, or however ma 
they may be convinced, they never acknowledge ft ©; 
their conviction; pride and hypocriſy are their Wh 
leading paſſions, to gain a reputation with men, Wl fame 
which they ill deſerve, is the only point they . 
have in view. But above all things, endeavour : e orri 
to obtain the approbation of God. Never claim venge 
authority over the conſciences of other men, not men 
ſubmit to the imperious dictates of thoſe wü q;.. dj 
would tyrannize over your faith; remember tha . 


along 
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alone ye muſt anſwer for your conduct in reli- 
gious matters. Avoid ambition, nor aſpire after 
worldly power and dignity, for pride is always 
attended with contempt, and honour with humi- 
lity, Wo unto the Scribes and Phariſees, for 
they will neither enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven themſelves, nor ſuffer other men to enter in. 
They are cruel and rapacious, rigorous and op- 
preſſive to all who fall into their hands, eſpecially 
to the widow and fatherleſs, and all who are 
unable to detect their frauds, or oppoſe their vio- 
lence; and what muſt needs aggravate their guilt, 
and haſten their condemnation, is this, that their 
injuſtice, covetouſneſs, and oppreſſion, are all 
covered over, with a pretence of uncommon © 
| ſanity and devotion, An immoderate zeal for 
their own party, has extinguiſhed all regards for 
other men, whom they treat with the higheſt 

& contempt. Their ſtrength is exhauſted in mak- 

ing proſelytes to their own opinions, while they 
are at no pains in reforming men from their wick 
edneſs. Their religion eonſiſts wholly in cere- 

W monies, and their lives are ſtained with the black- _ 
eſt enormities. None can pretend a higher vene- 
ration for the ancient Prophets, while at the 
ſame time they are animated by the ſpirit of per- 
ſecution, and tread in the footſteps of their in- 
corrigible anceſtors, For theſe crimes ſhall the 
Vengeance of heaven come ſpeedily - upon the 
men of this generation. O Jeruſalem ] how. 
"dreadful is thy guilt | how often haſt thou perſe- 
| Euted the Prophets, and murdered them Who 
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ſought for thy recovery. How often would ] 


have gathered thy children, with the moſt ten- 
der affection, even as a hen gathereth her brood 


under the protection of her wings, but alas ye 
would not. The tender invitations of divine 
mercy and goodneſs have been repeated in every 
age, but in vain, for thou haſt deſpiſed them all, 
with the moſt obſtinate impenitence. Behold, 
now, the day of mercy is near an end, this 
bloody city ſhall be turned into ruins, and this 
ſplendid Temple conſumed in the flames ; the | 


time is at hand, nor ſhall ye henceforth ſee my 


face again, till ye. be forced to own me the true 


Meſſiah, and the Son of God with power. 
At theſe words he departed, leaving the multi- 


tude ſtrangely moved with a variety of paſſions, 


Some who were attached to the Phariſees, were 


filled with indignation at the freedom with which 
be rebuked their crimes ; others admired his r- 
ſolution, and approved of all he ſaid, while many 
were moved with terror at his awful predictions, i 
or afflicted with ſorrow at his laſt farewel ; for 
after this, he never appeared to them as a teacher; iſ 
converſing only in private with his diſciples, to 
whom he exprefi. d his mind with the utmoſt free- 


dom; for while they withdrew from the Tem- 
ple, one of them reflecting upon his laſt words 


to the people, deſired him to obſerve the beauty, i 
grandeur, and magnificence of the building, in. 
ſinuating at the ſame time, what pity it were, it 


ſuch a glorious ſtructure ſhould be ſo miſcradl 
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Upon this he replied, Do you admire theſe 
things, and view them with pity ? Be aſſured, 

that when God is excluded from mens hearts, he 
pays no regard to their moſt ſtately Temples, 
and therefore I tell you again, that within a few 
years, this building ſhall be totally deſtroyed, and 
not one ſtone left upon another, that ſhall not 
be thrown down, Theſe words only encrea- 
ſed their ſorrow, and they followed him in 
mournful filence, till they came to mount Olivet, 
where he ſat down to reſt. Here, while theſe 
awful impreſſions remained on their hearts, Simon 
Peter, moved by a curioſity natural to the human 
mind, addreſſed his Maſter in the following words. 
; Lod, you have often foretold the deſtruction of 
this city, and the deſolation of Judea; we ſuppoſe 
pour kingdom will then be eſtabliſhed, and all 
your enemies put under your feet; be pleaſed to 
inform us, when this ſhall come to pals, and by. 
what ſigns we may know when the time is at 
W hand ? 

To this Jeſus replied, Bewate, leaſt any man 
© deceive you with falſe notions of my kingdom, or 
of the manner in which it ſhall beeſtabliſhed ; for 

ſeveral impoſtors will ariſe, each of them pre- 
tending to be the Meſſiah, ſent with a divine 
commiſſion, to deliver the Jews from the power 
of the Romans, and to ſet up an earthly king- 
dom in Judea. Then many who have rejected 
me, ſhall follow the rebellious ſtandards of theſe WKY 
impious men; this ſhall occaſion great confuſion, - Wl 

tumults and civil wars ; for the Jews ſhall be - Gin K 9 
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vided among themſelves, with implacable fury 


and hatred, even at the very time when they are 
attacked by their common enemy the Romans; A 
Then peſtilence and famine ſhall invade'the city, 

terror and death ſhall run through every corner, 


Fearful viſions ſhall appear in the heavens, and ter- 


rible omens of deſolation be ſeen on earth. But, 
in the midſt of theſe, calamities, be not afraid, 
neither let any thing ſhake your integrity ; for 


| the Jews will revile you, and perſecute you for my 4 
| ſake; they will bring you before their magiſtrates i 


as criminals, and ſcourge you in their ſynagogues 


us vile apoſtates: They will confine you in their 


priſons ; put ſome of you to death, and afflid 
others with all imaginable cruelty. Be not afraid 
at the apprehenſion of theſe things, for I wil 


inſpire you with ſuch wiſdom and reſolution, that 
none of your adyerſaries ſhall be able to withſtand 
you, Yea, the more ye are oppoſed, the more 
ſhall your doctrines prevail, in fo much that your 
voice ſhall go through all the earth, and your 


words to the end of the world. But go where 
you will, you muſt lay your account with perſe · 
cucion, for ye ſhall be hated of all nations for 
my names ſake ; nevertheleſs, be aſſured, that not 

a hair of your head ſhall periſh in the deſtruction 


of Jeruſalem. And as for the ſigns which ſhall 


immediately precede that deſolation; obſerve, 


Whenever ye behold the city beſieged by the Ro- 


man army, which Daniel calls “ the abomination 
© that maketh deſolate” then be aſſured, that ths 


final deſtruction of the Fein nation is at hand. 


"JW | And 
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And therefore whoever is in the open country, 


let him flee immediately to the mountains; let 
W no man tarry in hopes of ſaving his goods, but 
ſcape with all poſſible expedition, as Lot did 
out of Sodom, without ſo much as looking be- 
hind him. For that ſhall be a day of awful and 
ſudden vengeance, a day wherein all the judg- 
ments threatned by the ancient Prophets ſhall be 
fully executed upon this wicked and incorrigible 
nation, Wo unto them who are unable to make 
their eſcape i in that day,. for no kingdom under 
heaven did ever yet ſuffer ſuch a complication of 
calamities, as ſhall in a little time fall upon the 
Jewiſh nation : for the greateſt part of them ſhall 
periſh by famine. and peſtilence, by mutual 
flaughter and ſedition among themſelves, and by 

the fword of the victorious Romans, who ſhall 


carry the remnant into captivity, and ſcatter them 


among all nations. The city ſhall be razed to 
its foundations, and the land of promiſe remain 
in the poſſeſſion of the Gentiles for a long time, 
till the Jews ſhall confeſs my name, ſubmit to 
| my authority, and joyfully receive me, as the- 
only hope of Iſrael. Thus have I informed you 
of the ſigns which ſhall precede the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, when their Religion and Govern- 
ment ſhall be totally diffolved, 'Then;ſhall it 
evidently appear to 3 impartial and unprejudiced 
world, that I am the true Meſſiah, the King of 
Iſrael, and the Son of God with power: Then 
ſhall the Goſpel be preached among all nations, 
and mine Ele& be gathered from the four- corners 
"E 5 | by * 
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of the eartb. The time is at hand, ſor there 
are ſome of this generation who ſhall live to ſee 

the accompliſhment of all theſe things. 
That deſolation fhall be an emblem of the laſt 
Judgment, and the preciſe time when both theſe 
| ſhall happen, is a profound ſecret, hid from an- 
gels and men. Watch therefore, and be always 
ready, leaſt national deſtruction, perſonal death, 
odr the final judgment ſhould come upon you un- 
awares. Be ye therefore like faithful ſervants, 
waiting patiently, and labouring diligently til 
the return of their Lord; for be aſſured, after 
the revolution of certain ages I will return again 
to this world, not in the meanneſs and poverty of 
ö my preſent ſtate, to be deſpiſed, and perſecuted 
18 as now ye ſee ; but in the glory of my Father, 
I brighter than the ſun, clothed in the: ſplendor of 
divine majeſty, innumerable hoſts of angels ſhall 8 - 
then miniſter unto me, ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand ſhall ſtand before rhe, Then ſhall the 
awful trumpet ſound, whoſe tremendous voice 
ſhall awaken the dead, and terrify the inhabitants 
of this world; my ſervants ſhall then ariſe, 
clothed in ſhining robes of immortality, and thoſe 
who ſhall be alive in that day, ſhall in a moment 
be changed, as once ſome of you ſaw me on the 
mount when Moſes and Elias converſed with me. 
Ten thouſand legions of angels ſhall then deſcend 
and gather all my Saints from every corner of the 
earth, and as Elijah once in a chariot of fire al- 
cended from the earth, ſo ſhall they aſcend the 
clouds, and in radiant circles ſtand around my: 
throne! 
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throne : While the laſt generation of wicked 
men ſhall be ſtunned with horror, and ſeek for 
ſhelter in every dark retreat; but no refuge ſhall 
be found, for at my command the impious dead 
of every age, ſhall ariſe from the cloſe confine- 
ment of the graye, and from the bottom of the 
raging deep; terros ſhall fit on every countenance, | 
and faltring tongues, and trembling joints, betray 
the unnuterable anguiſh of their guilty hearts, 
Then ſhall ye diſcern between the righteous and 
the wicked, between them that feared God, and 
them who feared him not; then ſhall every action 
be weighed in an equal balance, and the divine 
law be the ſtandard of the final judgment; then 
will I render unto every one according to his 
works, whether they be goed or evil. No ſooner 
| ſhall the awful ſentence be paſſed, than the diſſo- 
E lution of this world is at hand; for at my word, 
the lurking ſeeds of fire ſhall burſt in flames from 
all the earth below; the boiling ocean ſhall aſ- 
cend in vapour, and burning mountains melt into 
the plains ; the lightnings flaſh from every cloud, 
| and awful thunders roar along the heavens, the 
elements on fire ſhall melt with fervent heat, and 
every thing that lives and breathes expire. Then 
utter darkneſs ſhall invalve that dreary, diſmal. 
world, where all the race of impious men, and 
rebel angels ſhall be confined, to weep and wail 
their hapleſs doom, for crimes and follies paſt, 
far, far excluded from the Throne of God, ba- 
niſned for ever from that bliſsful world, where T 
and all my ſaints and holy angels ſball iwell, in 
| : -* pureſt. 
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began to waſh their feet, and to wipe them with 
A towel, proceeding in order as they fat at the 


am utterly unworthy of, and it is infinitely below 
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pureſt light, in perfect love, and never-ending if 
joy. Be aſſured all this will come to paſs; there. is 
fore let the hope of ſuch an unſpeakable reward, CC 
ſupport you under all the difficulties of this mor. pe 
tal life. di 
By this time the ſhadows of the evening were w. 
ſtretched out, he therefore aroſe, and went over ag 
the hill to Bethany, where he abode all night, 
and the following day paſſed the time in conver- un 
| ſation with his diſciples, in acts of piety, and in the 
preparation for his approaching death, When to 
the evening came on, he ſat down to ſupper with he 
his diſciples. . Upon this occaſion he expreſſed the im; 
moſt tender affection, and the moſt wonderful pol 
condeſcenſion, for while they were at meat, he obe 
roſe from the table, laid by his upper garment, yet 
girt himſelf with a napkin, like a ſervant waiting or 
at a feaſt; then pouring water into a baſon, he yea 


table.. Peter being aſtoniſhed at ſuch an unps- 


1 


fall 1 inſtance of humility, ſaid unto him, Lord, 
Hall never waſh my feet, this is a favour | 
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your. dignity to perform ſuch a mean office to I 
your. .oyn/ſcrvants, who ought to woe. upon, thre 
and obey you in every thing. To thisqhe replied, grat 
you do not underſtand what T mean by this that 
action: Peter ſtill refuſing, his Maſter anſwered, Day 
If you will not ſubmit to be waſhed by me, you e fa 
ean never be my diſciple, nor have any ſhare in Wi © m 
the happineſs of my kingdom. Then ſaid 1 theſe 
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waſhed their feet, he put on his upper .garment 
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| ciples; how much more then, ought ye to behave” 
in the ſame manner to one another; let your 


| David once complained, ſo may I, “ my own 
| © familiar friend in whom I truſted, who eat of 


if that be ſo, Lord, waſh me all over. There 
is no neceſſity for that, ſaid Jeſus, for as he who 
comes out of a bathing-place, h:th his whole 
perſon clean, except only his feet, ſo are ye my 
diſciples clean, but not all of you. Having now 


again, and reſumed his place at the table, 

Now my friends, ſaid he, ye are at a loſs to 
underſtand the meaning of my conduct; I will 
therefore inform you : Ye have all confeſſed me 
to be your Lord and Maſter, but that is not ſuf- 
kcient, unleſs ye obey my commandments, and 
imitate my example : Here therefore I have pro- 
poſed a trial of your ſincerity, and a teſt of your 
obedience. For though I be greater than ye all, 
yet I have never diſcovered any thing like pride, 
or haughty diſdain in any of my actions to you, 
yea I have condeſcended to perform the meaneſt 
offices of kindneſs and friendſhip to you my diſ. 


condeſcenſion and humil xy appear to all men, nor 
be aſhamed to do to one another as I have done 
to you, | 
I have always treated you like friends and bre- 
thren, and might reaſonably expect a return of 
grateful affection; yet how am Jafflicted to think, 
that after all, one of you will betray me; for as 


my bread, has lift up his heel againſt me”. At 
8 words they were all ſurprized, and filled 
Woo 


In the mean time John who ſat next his Maſter, 'f 


with ſorrow, every one looking in the counte- 
nance of his neighbour, and wondering who it 
was that could be guilty of ſo baſe an action. 


and enjoyed an uncommon ſhare of his 2f. W 
fectzon, at a ſignal from Peter, enquired with 4 


whiſper, who that perſon was; to whom he are 
gently replied, it is he to whom I ſhall give a fro1 
morſe] when J have dipped it; which he did im- We: 
mediately to Judas, ſaying at the ſame time, | tha 
What you intend to do, do quickly : But none ma) 
at the table underſtood his meaning, for they cipl 
ſuppoſed he had only given orders to Judas to the 
purchaſe ſome neceſſary proviſions for the ap- reig 
proaching feaſt, or that he ſhould give ſomething chef 
to the poor. Accordingly he aroſe and went out, 3 
while Mammon poſſeſſed his imagination, and in 4 
the lonely night conducted him on the way to 4 81 
Jerufalem. As he paſſed along, he mi reaſoned to p 
with himſelf. yet 
He muſt, certainly be the Meſſiah, 1 words forb: 
and actions do abundantlxcprove it; 3 he knows no 11 
even the ſecrets of the heart, and-4s no ſtranger flict 
to my intentions. The multitude have lately poſlil 
publiſhed him the Mefſiah, and yet he declines bs is 
to aſſume the ſovereign power; for if the Pro- pro 
phets lie not, he muſt be our King, “ his do- appea 
“ minion ſhall. be from ſea to ſea, and from the enem 
&« river to the ends of the earth.” The words ſhow] 
of Gabriel to his Virgin-mother will certainly Attem 
come to paſs ; ** Behold thou ſhalt conceive in differ. 
wy EY: womb, and bring forth a ſon, and (halt WW" a 11 


6 all 


Book Ill. THE MESSIAH, III 
4e call his name Jeſus, he ſhall be great, and * 
ce ſhall be called the Son of the higheſt, and the 
„Lord God ſhall give unto him the throne of 
. « his father David, and he ſhall reign over the 
ce houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
« there ſhall be no end.” Now when theſe things 
are accompliſhed, we ſhall be entirely delivered 
from the Roman yoke, and exalted to a ſtate of 
W wealth and proſperity, more glorious and permanent 
chan any nation ever enjoyed before, In that caſe, 
1 may not his friends, eſpecially his immediate diſ- 
ciples and companions, expect to enjoy places of 
the higheſt dignity and power under his auſpicious 
W reign. This much I think he once promiſed in 
W theſe words, When the Son of man ſhall fit 
| «6 upon the throne of his glory ; ye alſo ſhall ſit 
« upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve- 
« tribes of Iſrael.” All this will certainly come 
to paſs ; but when or by what means I cannot 
W yet conjecture. His meekneſs, patience, and 
I forbearance, have hitherto been aſtoniſhing, 
no injuries could provoke him to retaliate, or in- 
W fic puniſhment on the offenders: But it is im- 
2 poſſible he can always bear with ſuch indignities; 
W it is true, he has ſuffered as yet only contempt, 
T reproach and threatnings ; when perſonal danger 
appeared, he always ſhunned the fury of his 
enemies, and commanded us to do the ſame. But 
ſhould they proceed to violence, or make any 
attempt upon his life, no doubt he would act a 
different part, for ſelf-defence is always allowable 
in a an cauſe, I am perfectly aſſured of h in- 
nocence, 
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112 THE MESSIAH. Book III. 
nocence, and therefore he has a right to defend 
himſelf ; and as for his power, who that has ſeen. 
his miracles can doubt of it; certainly he who 
i has healed all manner of diſeaſes, with a word of 
i his mouth, or a touch of his hand, can as eaſily 
inflic them; he who has raiſed the dead to life, 
lf can alſo inflict death; he who turned the ftorm 
| into a calm, can alſo quiet the tumults of the 
people ; he who reſtrains the devils, can alſo ſet 
| © bounds to the perſecution of the wicked, If 
Elijah could deſtroy the captains of Ahaziah and | 
their companies, certainly a word from him, can 
blaſt their power, and wither all their ſtrength, 
and this muſt be the caſe, if once they provoke 
his indignation too far. The Sanhedrim has 
lately puliſhed a decree, ordaining every one to 
inform againſt him, that he may be apprehended; 
what harm can there be in ſuch an information! 
he knows my deſign, and he ſeems to approve of 
it: Now let me conſider the conſequence, 
Should I deliver him into their hands, how wil 

| he behave? His cauſe is good, and his eloquence 
aſtoniſhing ; he has often put his enemies to f. 
lence ; ſome of them he has gained over to hg: 
© intereſt already; poſſibly he may prevail by bs 
reaſoning and miracles ; ſhould they yield to hs 
authority, then all difficulties are over, his king 
dom will be eſtabliſhed, and the whole natiol | 
ſubmit to his government. But ſuppoſing the 
Sanhedrim ſhould reſiſt the ſtrongeſt evidencs 
and remain implacable in their reſentment, vll 
they dare to offer violence to one, whom the 
| multitud 
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multitude admire, and ſo publickly confeſs to be 
me true Meſſiah, and the King of Iſrael? No 
W ſurely, the ſame cauſe will produce the ſame ef- 
W fs, the fear of the people has all along re- 
W ſtrained their fury, and muſt continue to do ſo; 


W a power which they cannot controul, But 


will either abandon his intereſt altogether, or join 


me defence of his friends, and the ſupport of a 


his implacable enemies, and puniſh their obſtinacy 
with immediate diſtruction ; the terror of his 
vengeance will make others -to ſubmit, and all 
muſt receive him for their King. This ſeems to 


agree with the words of the Prophet, Kiſs ye 


i |< the ſon leaſt he be angry, and ye periſh 3 
„the way, when his wrath is kindled but a lit- 


Iny hope, for till he de in poſſeſſion of the royal 


brd view, may ſeem baſe and perfidious ; but the 


ing: end is good, and that may either juſtify or ex- 


Wtenuate the means. I only intend to give him an 
occaſion of exerting his power, and of aſcending 


Febellion of Abſalom, that he might the 


i the Rulers therefore muſt unavoidably ſubmit to 
Jet me ſuppoſe the worſt, that is, that the people 


N with his enemies, which ſurely will never be the 
caſe, then what muſt follow? Self preſervation, 


good cauſe, will certainly induce him to confound 


tie; but bleſſed are all they that put their 
W © truſt in him.“ This is the conſummation of 


; (dignity, we have no proſpe&t of any power, 
wealth, or honour under him. This action, at 


e throne of his anceſtors: I only do what 
Huſbai the Archite did, when he joined in the 
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in THE MESSIAH. Bock nl 
effectually promote the intereſt of David; and if 


confeſs my fault, and then I am ſure he will for. 
give me. 


of Mammon, he reaſoned with himſelf, till he 
arrived at the city, and went directly to the Pa 
Jace of the High Prieſt, where a number of the 


a trifling ſum, but in hopes of obtaining an im- 


moſt convenient for their purpoſe. 


there ſhould be any crime in it, I have only to 


In this manner deluded by the ſecret influence 


chief rulers were aſſembled, Here they were 


engaged in deep conſultation, about the mot bm 
prudent means of apprehending Jeſus, without e 
expoſing themſelves to the indignation of he A 
people. In the midſt of their perplexity, Judas 3 
was admitted, and finding every circumſtance N 
agreeable to his wiſh, he openly propoſed, for i —_ 
valuable conſideration, to deliver him into their in t 
hands, at a time when none of the people ſhoull bis 
know, or be able to give him any aſſiſtance = 
This offer was heard with great joy, and a pro- Ke 
miſe made to him of thirty ſhekles of ſilver, a Thi. 
a reward. for his ſervice. This he conſidered a these 
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menſe fortune by the deſtruction af the rulers 
and the advancement of his Maſter, he agreed to 
deliver him into their hands, in a place and time 


In this manner Judas was employed, while hi 
Maſter was engaged in comforting the reſt of hi 
diſciples. For as Long! is perfidious man had gone 
out, he faid to them, Now, my friends, in a ve! 
little time ſhall the glory of God be manifeſted 


in wy Kathe as remarkably as it has been in or” 
; 03 1 Go 


Book III. THE MESSIAH. 
W life, for as I have intended the honour of God in 
a my actions, ſo will I do in my laſt ſufferings, 
and I am aſſured that he will ſupport me under 
WW them, and raiſe me in a little time, to incon- 
W ccivable glory and dignity, over all things in hea- 
ven and on earth. No doubt ye will be ſorry at 
my departure: But let not your truſt in God, nor 
W your hopes in me be ever ſhaken or ſubverted, 
for what I promiſe ſhall certainly be accompliſhed, 
8 Bchold the ſpacious earth, and ſtarry heavens, the 
W immenſe creation extended far beyond your pre- 
W ſent. view, yea far beyond the utmoſt ſtretch of 
WE your imaginations ; this is my Father's houſe, 
W built in the deep centre of unbounded ſpace ; ten 
thouſand thouſand worlds unſeen, and uncon- 
W ceived, are only ſo many different apartments 
in this grand and magnificent habitation ; there 
bis intelligent offspring, an innumerable family, 
and of different orders, hold their various abodes, 
in regions of pureſt light, and everlaſting love. 
W [his little world in which you dwell is one of 
W theſe manſions, it is only a nurſery for the infant 
race of mortal men; where they muſt be trained 
up for a ſtate of more exalted perfection, in the 
WW unſeen worlds above. From this I muſt ſoon 
epart, but be not grieved, for it is on your ac- 
count I am going away, and with no other de- 
en, than to prepare a more convenient habita- 
tion for you, and when 1 have done that, 
will return again to conduct you thither, where 
wwe ſhall dwell together, in everlaſting peace and 
o, where fin and death ſhall be no more. In - 
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16 THE MESSIAH. Bock Ill. 
the mean time, during my abſence, be ſure that 
ye love one another, as ſincerely as I have loyed 


you ; for your ſakes I have undergone all man. 
ner of hardſhips, and for your ſakes I am about 
to ſuffer death. This is my commandment, it 
is the fundamental law of my kingdom, and by 
your obedience to this, I intend ye ſhould be 
known from all other men, and manifeſt to al 
the world the exccllence of my religion. In; 
little time the men of this world ſhall ſee me no 
more; but it ſhall not be ſo with you, for! 
will ſee you again very ſoon, and your hearts 
hall rejoice, and your joy ſhall no man take 
from you. The Jews I know will be glad x 
my death, and ye ſhall be grieved, but your 
grief ſhall not continue long : for within three 


days I will riſe again and meet you in Galilee 


Remember now what I ſay, for my words ſhall 


never fail, I conſider your preſent ſorrow, a3 1M 
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teſtimony of your love to, me, but ye muſt ge 3 


more ſubſtantial proofs of its ardour and ſincerity 
in my abſence ; ye muſt obey me in every thing 
I command you; he that loves me will do 6M 
and he who deliberately breaks my commant- 
ments has certainly no true regard for me, | 
him profeſs what he will. Theſe things I he 


told you, leaſt your minds ſhould be too mud 


dejected at the apprehenſions of my approachiny | 


death, and that when it happens, ye may remem 


ber how exactly I have told you every circuit 


ſtance as — came to Pals. T have only off 


thing | 


Book III. THE MESSIAH, 117 
thing more to obſerve for your confblation. 
When I am gone, the Holy Spirit will deſcend 
in my ſtead ; he will comfort you in all 'tribula- 
tions, aſſiſt you in all difficulties, teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance whatever 
I have ſpoken to you. But now it is late, retire 
Ito your reſt, for to-morrow's toil may demand 
ſome ſhort repoſe. Accordingly they withdrew, 


and obtained a truce from ſorrow 1 in the Peaceful 
gumbers of the a. 5 J 
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BOOK Iv. 
TRE ARGUMENT. 


ns celebrates the Paſſover with his Diſciples ; 
inſtitutes his laſt Supper, and gives them proper 
iſtrubtions ſuitable to the occaſion; his prayer | 
r himſelf and them. He retires to Gethſemene ; 
Satan appears and tempts him to deſpair, but is 
immediately repelled with terror. His agony in 
e garden; Gabriel appears and flrengthens him; 
dus with a band of men apprehends bim; his 

W trial in the palace of the High Prieſt. Peter 
Lenies him, and immediately repents. N 


NOW 


THE MESSIAH. . Bock IV. 


OW early in the morning the Diſciple, - 
meet together around their Lord; their 
hearts were oppreſſed with ſorrow, and a melan. 


choly ſadneſs appeared on every face; for the im- 
. preffions of his laſt night's converſation remained 
ſtrongly on their minds ; while he converſed with 
them upon the buſineſs of the day, they took an 


occaſion from thence to enquire in what houſe he 


intended to eat the Paſſover. In anſwer to this, 


he ordered Peter and John, to go immediately, 


into the city, where, ſaid he, as ſoon as ye have 
entered, ye will ſee a man carrying a pitcher of 
water ; follow him into the houſe where he goes, 
and enquire for the gueſt-chamber where I may 
eat the Paſſover with my Diſciples ; and imme- 
diately without any heſitation the maſter of the 

| houſe will conduct you to a large chamber well 

| Furniſhed : let all neceſſary preparations be made 
there. Accordingly away they went, and when 


they entered into the city they found every cir- 


cumſtance agreeable to the divine foreſight of 


their Maſter. Now every thing being accom- 


Pliſhed according to the law of Moſes, Jeſus and 
the reſt of the Diſciples arrived in the evening at 
the appointed houſe, and while they ſat around 
the table feaſting on the ſacrifice, he thus began, 


My deareſt friends, I have longed with a fer- 


8 vent deſire to eat this Paſſover with you, before 


I ſuffer death. The deſign of the Inſtitution is 


well known to the Jewiſh Nation; the occaſion | 
of its — was ſo intereſting, that in 


ever] 7 


Book IV. THE MESSIAH. I21 
Ou age it has been held in ſacred remembrance 
y y all the choſen ſeed of Jacob. How dreadful 


through the land of Egypt; in every houſe the 
diſmal cry was heard, and all the firſt-born ſeed 


| of man and beaſt were ſlain at once, But the di- 


| vine mercy. ſpared our fathers in the land of 


 W- Goſhen, and paſſed over their habitations ſprink- 
„led with the blood of the Paſchal Lamb, and 


thus, delivered from bondage, and redeemed from 
death; they have in every age, with a grateſul 
remembrance, renewed the facred rite. This 
Paſſover is a T'ype of my Death, which ſhall de- 
liver the world from worſe than' Egyptian bon- 


I dage; for by my blovd ſhall thouſands be re- 


. WH deemed from the ſervitude of fin, the tyranny of 
: bdatan, and everlaſting deſtruction in the world to 

| come. Then taking a cup of WINE, - a3 nos 
5 uſual upon that occaſion, he gave thanks over 3 
1 and ſaid to them, Take and drink this, as the 


celebrate in this manner; from henceforth will 
| T'drink- no more of the fruit of the vine, till my 


| I kingdom be eſtabliſhed, and the ſhadows of the 
t ceremonial law fully accompliſhed, I have once 
1 told you before, and now I tell you again, that 


| one of you will betray me into the hands of my 


of ſuck ungrateful treatment from one who pro- 


55 that night, when death rode triumphant 


laſt Paſchal commemoration which we ſhall ever 


implacable enemies; how am ] diſtreſſed to think 
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"iow to be my friend. At theſe words they were 
xceedingly dejected, wondering Who he was 
chat could be guilty of ſo baſe and enormous 4 
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crime ; and therefore after a little pauſe, they 


began to ſay, one by one, Lord, is it I? T 
which he anſwered, It is one that eateth out of 
the ſame diſh with me. Then Judas, who had 
ſaid nothing as yet, like the reſt of the Diſciples, 
+ put the queſtion. Lord, is it I you mean? You 
acare the very man, faid he, for I muſt indeed ſuf. 

fer according to the will of God, and the ri. 


tings of the Prophets ; but wo unto that man who 
ſhall betray me, it had been good for him, if 
he had periſhed from the womb, or had given 
up the ghoſt as ſoon as he was born. At theſe 
words Judas roſe from the table, and urged by 


the power of Mammon, he withdrew. in haſte, 
and went to the palace of the high prieſt, de. 
firing that with all poſſible expedition a ſufficient ' 
body of men might be aſſembled, in order to ap- 
prehend the: man whom he had i323 to | deliver 
into their. Hands. 


No fooner had Ius gone out, than Jeſus, 


Vite taking any further notice of the baſe de- 
ſigns that were forming againſt bim 3 addreſſed WM 
his Diſciples in the following words. Now, my 
friends, having with grateful hearts, according 
to the divine appointment, celebrated the memo- 
rial of Iſrael's redemption from the land of Egypt, 
8 ſhall appoint in its place the memorial of my Ml 

" own death, an event far more intereſting than the 
former. With theſe words he lifted in his hands 
8 piece of bread, he gave thanks to God, brake. 
- it in pieces, and gave to them, ſaying, Eat this"! 
as an emblem of my body which, is broken for. 
5 J 
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you; I am the bread of liſe which came down 
from heaven, my doctrine and example, my ſuf. 


 ferings and death, are the means of your Salva- } 


tion, and therefore when ye eat of this bread, if 
ye ſeriouſly meditate upon theſe things, and live 
| accordingly, your ſouls will be fed and nouriſhed 
to eternal life, After this he filled the cup with 
wine, and preſenting it to them, he ſaid, Drink 
ye all of this, it is the memorial of my blood, 
| ſhed for the remiſſion of the fins of many; by 
this ſhall the everlaſting covenant be ſealed, and 
the divine mercy be conveyed to men in every fu- 
ture period of the world. This I command you, 
and all my Diſciples to obſerve in every age, as a 
ſacred memorial of my death, till I come the ſe - 
cond time for the eternal redemption of. my-peo- 
ple. And ſeeing I muſt ſoon leave this world; it 
becomes you my Diſciples, to lay aſide all im- 
moderate attachment to the periſhing enjoyments 
of this life. Ve have often contended for ſupe- 


riority, and diſputed who ſhall be the greateſt n 


my kingdom; I behold with compaſſion the ſame * 
folly ſtill working in your hearts, Be wiſer for 
the time to come, entertain no vain hopes of 
wealth, and power among men; never contend 
about them; in the kingdoms of this- world ye 
will often ſve: men- of the worſt charaGers poſ- 
ſefled of che higheſt dignities; ' prides ovetouls 
ieſs, and ambition, ſupported with. 23 
ae by violence; ; theſe and the ite 


too often the ſteps of their See 2h 


he courſe of this world 


| 92 = | n F x” 
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ſhall not be ſo ; there, every one ſhall riſe to 


everlaſting honour and glory, in exact proportion 


to his real worth and integrity. The meek, the 


lowly, and the generous mind ſhall be advanced 
above all others. Learn from my example, ye 


have ſeen in what manner I have lived in this 
world; I never aſpired to power and domi- 


nion, I never ſought after riches, nor affected 


the vain. pomp and ſplendor of human life; my 


work conſiſted in doing the wil! of God, and 


promoting the happineſs of men. From theſe [ 


41 7 derive the higheſt pleaſure, and in them I find my 
| |. . greateſt glory, See what reception I have met 
| g with from the world, how much have I been 


deſpiſed and rejected of men? How then can ye | 


entertain the hopes of better treatment? Have! 
endured contempt, and reproach, and do ye ex- 


pect to meet with honour and eſteem? Have! 
lived in poverty, and do ye hope for power and 
dominion ? Have I endured the ſevereſt ſtrokes 
of adverſity, and can ye flatter yourſelves with 
the vain hopes of laſting proſperity ? No, ye 
muſt look for contempt, poverty, and perſecu- 
tion ; I warn you fairly to be upon your guard, 
and arm yourſelves with fortitude and reſolution. | 
The time is at hand, the bour.of danger is faſt 
approaching, the diſmal ſcene draws nigh, t the 


fear of death will ſoon ariſe in every heart; then 


ſhall ye be ſcattered every man to his own, while | 
1, your Lord, ſhall be left alone amidft ſurround- 


ing foes ; yet even then, J ſhall not be alone, 
for my Father in whom I truſt, ſhall be with me, 


and 


and ſupport me. At theſe words Peter replied, 

with a raſh and inconſiderate zeal, agreeable to the 
natural warmth of his temper ; Lord, fear not 
our reſolution in the time of danger; at leaſt 
for my part, I am fully determined, that tho' 10 
men ſhould forſake thee, yet 1 never will; 

; like manner faid all the reſt, But Jeſus 15 
ing perfectly their different characters, together 
with the temptations which were approaching, 
told them, that however ſincere their preſent reſo- 
lutions might be, yet they were unacquainted 


lutely determine, how they would act when the 
trial came. Then turning to Peter, he faid, Be- 
ware Simon, leaſt the violence of your temper, 
too apt to over-run the calm deliberations of rea-- 
ſon, ſhould hurry you into ſome dangerous terap- 
tation, For I now tell you, that Satan has a 


you ſeverely; but I have prayed for you, leatt 
your faith ſhould entirely fail, and my prayer 


you are converted, your muſt ſtrengthen your bre- 
thren, and endeavqur to ſupport their deſponding 
ſpirits, To this Peter. again replied, without 


will, J am reſolved to go with you; neither im- 
| Priſonment, nor death ſhall ever ſeparate me from 
your company. Alas, Peter, ſaid his. Maker, 
you are too preſumptuous, your confidence” * | 
oecaſion your fall; for now tell Jougl that 4 bo 51 


\ 
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with their own weakneſs, and could not abſ-- 


particular deſign againſt you, and intends to try, 


hall not be in vain only remember, that when” 


- 
wy 
» to 


either ſuſpecting his own weakneſs, or regarding. 
| his maſter's admonitions ; Lord, go where you. 


4 F<. S 
= 
* 2 
1 s & 
YL. p » 
{ \ 5 : v , » of * 2 bet 
oy = d * ** 7 8 b * p 
* . IX. us 
* . 4 n+ 
i * vs A ' WE. . 
| \ = F oy 1 8 > A, N 4 Any * 
> » s \ 4 4 > \ 
: * 2 


— * * 
. 
} 1 
1 
: { 
Wo 
1 44 
- 
N. 
ty F. 
2 
E 1 
1 
+ 
- l " 
144 
T x -* 
v- 
= 
: - 
\ 
g 1 
I 14 4 
| 1 
1 
5 5 
. = 
7 1 
Y 
: . 
, 
: $3.0 
| 18 
we 
' 
. 
1 
: f 
$6 
/ p 
* 38 
1 
i bs 
$ 
s 
$ 4 
: FY 
i 
+ 
8 
| 4 
1 * 
: +» 
F 9 
: 4 : 
: : p 
F : ' 
£ * % 
F : d 
N 1 
* 
x l 8 
14 * 
s ; Wl 
4 s = 
1 
7 : 
7 J 18 
* $4 
1 4 af 
; : 
l A 4 
: 
© 
bt * 
4 ry 4 
© * 
1 0 : 
b * 
— * 
? * 
14 G 2 
' * 
- 4 » 
a 1 
1 
11 . 
31 
- x 
1 
- 31 
4 
7 
3 
5 . 
_ 
: 1 
1 £ 
! 1 . 
: i, 
$ 4 A 
* 
Mo 
- 
US 
' = 
1 
3 B 
o CJ 
1 F 
* 
A . 
4 * 
© 
£ ö 
: - 
4 4 , 
4 . 
8 
. 
£ 4 
$ 7 
4 
. * 
4 4 
! * 


— ＋ * 
— tans. Ge db 4: <-o 
— 
a pa > 


, — — 
3 3 4 "Le ae ta bet Bot Cad 


* 6—— 


* _ 
* 


6 THE MESSIAH: Book IV. 


the dawning of the day, yea before the cock crow 


twice, you will no leſs than three times deny that 
ever you knew me. For now the dark, the dif. 


mal hour is at hand, a ſudden tempeſt riſes from 
the deeps of hell, the powers of darkneſs and 
wicked men combined, will vent their utmoſt 


age and malice againft me, and to all outward 


appearance will ſeem tp prevail for a time; then 


forrow and conſternation ſKall fill your hearts, and 
ye will be tempted ta look on me, and my cauſe 
as deſperate and abandoned; but be not diſmayed, 


let faith and hope {upport your drooping ſpirits ; 


for in due time, Fl break the bands of death, 


and aiſe triumphant from the grave. Having ſaid iſ 


theſe words, he lifted up his eyes to en, and 


praped in the following manner : 


O my God and Father, the hour is come, 
ſupport me in this my great diſtreſs, that by my 


death I may advance thy glory, and accompliſh | 
the redemption of thy people. I willingly ſubmit 


to the ſevereſt ſuifering, that the world may be 
brought to the knowledge ef thee, the only true 


God, and of me, thy well beloved Son, whom 


thou haſt ſent from the heayens. I have honoured 


thee in all my actions, and have finifhed the work 


thou gaveſt me fo do. Support me under all my 


ſorrows, raiſe me in triumph from the grave, and 


exalt me to the poſſeſſion of that glory which I 
had with thee before the world was. I have 
faithfully declared thy will to my Diſciples, and 


they have -ſincerely believed in me. And now o 
/ Flier, Fe in their behalf, not for the impe- 


nitent, 


dS 


* 
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nitent, and incorrigible men of this world, who 
deſpiſe the light, and ſhun the paths of everlaſt- 
ing life. O preſerve them when I am gone, ſup- 
port them in the cauſe of truth aud righteouſneſs, 


and let them be united in faith and love, even as 


thou and I are one. Hitherto have I preſerved 
them by my doctrine and example; none of them 
have deſerted me, but that perfidious wretch who 
has now joined my foes. I know the world will 
hate, and perſecute them for my ſake ; but let 


thy power defend them, thy wiſdom guide them, 


and thy good Spirit aſſiſt them in publiſhing the 


Goſpel among the Nations. In like manner, O- 


Father, I pray in behalf of all thoſe who ſhall be 


.converted by their miniſtry, that as I am in e, 


and thou in me, ſo they may be all united to me 
and one another in the indiſſoluble bands of 
pure faith and holy love: That by the integrity 
of their lives, and their mutual love to one an- 


other, and towards all men, the world may ſee 


the divine authority and excellence of Fbeir reli- 
gion; and when theſe ſhall have knalhed their 
| courſe in this world, let them be admitted into 
dine everlaſting kingdom, where they may behold 
my glory, and be partakers of my happineſs. . Q 
righteous Father, the wicked men of this world 


have not known thee, nor are they: diſpoſed to 3 
obey thy will: ut J have known thee, and have 
faithfully made known thy will to my Diſeiples, 


who have chearfully received, and ſincerely pheyed 
it. Therefore will I continue to inſtruck tem, 
more and more, that they may fil} arrive at Higher 
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degrees of perſection, in order that the love 


wherewith thou haſt diſtinguiſhed me may reign 
among them, and they be united to me and one 
another, in the bonds of pure and perfect loye 
for ever. 


Theſe words were expreſſed with an air of dig- 


nity, piety, and reſignation, vaſtly ſuperior to 
the moſt animated devotions of the ſons of men. 


When he had done, let us retire, ſaid he, to the 


wonted place where darkneſs, ſilence, and ſoli- 


| tude may favour our meditations ; there lies the 


diſmal ſcene, the awful prelude to a painful and 
ignominious death; for the time is at hand when 
all that has been ſaid by the ancient Prophets 
muſt be accompliſhed. My Father wills that I 
ſhould now ſubmit, and what he wills I am ready 
to obey, 


Immediately in ſolemn ſadneſs they all with- 
drew from the houſe, while lowering clouds ob- 
ſcured the face of heaven, no twinkling ſtar, nor 
filver moon appeared; all nature buried in the 


ſhades of night, lay wrapt in filence-: All reſtin 


peace, all but the Son of God, who found no 
reſt 3 neither did his Weary friends, who were 


now oppreſſed with ſorrow, toil and anxious fear; 


nor could his enemies find reſt, for now impelled 
. Satan, tortured with envy, and rouzed to 4 


degree of madneſs with infernal ſpite, they were 
ready in the palace of Caiaphas waiting with 
great impatience till Judas would appear to give 


the promiſed information, Now had the Meſſah 


ar the gates, —_ croſſed the gentle ſtream, 
| where 
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where towering cedars encreaſed the ſhades of 
night; when in the following words he thus be- 
ſpoke his melancholy Diſciples, . Beware, leaſt 
ſudden danger ſhould ovefcome your reſolution ; 
this I know will be the caſe, for ſo it is written, 
„J will ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall 
« be ſcattered” your boaſted courage will ſoon 
fail, and all of you will be offended becauſe of 
me this night. To this they made no reply, for Wl 
© the apprehenſions of danger were every moment | if 
encreaſing ; a mournful ſilence prevailed for rome 1M 
time, till they arrived at Gethſemene, a vineyard WY 
near the foot of mount Olivet, where frequently 
he had paſſed the night, in ſolitary prayer and 
contemplation, As ſoon as they had entered the 
garden, he ſaid to them, Remain now in this 
place, watch and be upon your guard againſt 
whatever may happen; pray fervently that God 
may ſtrengthen you againſt the approaching dan- 
ger. Here eight of the Diſciples were placed, 
while Jeſus, together with Peter, James, and 
John, advanced a little further, to whom in 
W mournful accents he thus revealed the dreadful 
 2gonics of his mind: Alas, my deareſt friends, 
little do ye know what I ſuffer, the dreary proſ- 
pect lies before my view, ſurrounding terrors of 
ungodly men, the ſpiteful rage of infernal hoſts, 

| and the tormenting pangs of an. ignominious 
death; all theſe, and much more than theſe, op- 
preſs my weary ſoul, and ſink me to the duſt. 
Abide ye here and watch, while I retire a little 
further. Accordingly he advanced to a diſtant 
1125 0 EF 5 Fe: arbourg.- . 407 
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arbour, whoſe intermingled branches and thick- 
arched roof, doubled the horrors of that awful 
night, Here he lies proſtrate. on the cold damp 


carth, while diſmal ſcenes of approaching woe, | 
paſſed in rapid ſucceſſion through his troubled 
mind, Here Satan meant to plunge him in de. 7 
ſpair; for lo! amidſt the black and gloomy Y 
ſhade, he aroſe in a form more terrible than P 
imagination yet conceived, and with a voice 5 
more hideous than ever addreſſed the human ear, 8 
he thus began: | 1 
O Son of God, is this the end of all thy Paine 1 : 
Ful labours for the choſen race ! Three years tho 
and. more, have I beheld thy weary wanderings, PA 
2 thy inceſſant toil, thy words, and all thine actions p. 
full of grace and power. Thy labours are all in R 1 
vain ; contempt and perſecution are the only BY 
returns for all thy kindneſs to them : How juſtly Keds 
do they merit thy hatred and indignation ; think 5 
of them no more with any kind regard, nor loſe a; 
thy affections upon ſuch a worthleſs race of con- 11 . 
temptible beings ; rouſe all thy averſion, let thy 3 © 
wrath be kindled againſt the ſons of men; ab- _ 
| Hor the whole ungrateful kind, and let thy bean at 
.curſe fall upon that guilty nation which gave aaa, 
thee birth. All this, and more than this, is the "a4 
juſt reward of their crimes, which are not yet Jef 5 
eſpai; 
compleat : Behold Judas, one of thine ow hg 
Diſciples, in cloſe league with thine implacable 5 ; 
enemies, is about to apprehend thee ; the reſt of their d 
thy friends, are faithleſs as well as he; for even down ; 


now- they lumber in profound ſecurity, di 
obedient 


\ 


friends, what wilt thou do ? Caſt hope away, 
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obedient to thy orders, and unconcerned about 
thy ſufferings. This moment I beheld thine 
enemies in cloſe array advancing from the city. 
Like a thief caught 1 in nocturnal fraud, they will 
ſeize thee with impious hands, expect nothing 
but contempt, and inſolent abuſe ; I heard their 
conſultations, and now behold thy doom, un- 
pitied and forlorn ſhalt thou expire upon the 
croſs in agonizing pain. Thus ſhall thy glory 
end in ſad diſgrace, and boaſted virtue fink thee 
to the grave: Forſaken thus by God and all thy 


truſt neither God nor man, now fly, or. fight, or 
periſh | in deſpair... | 
To this the Son of God replied; Abhorred 


Fiend, apoſtate from the world of bliſs, I regard q ts 


not thy hideous form, thy infernal malice, thy 
black envenomed rage, againſt my Father, and 
me, and all the human race. I know what 1 


muſt ſuffer, ſurrounding ſorrows now pour into 


my ſoul ; theſe God permits, nor ſhalt thougain 
by theſe, for I'll endure them all, in meek ſub- 
miſſion to his will, and what he wills is always 
good; I'll bear them all for wretched men, and 
worſe than theſe I would endure for them, if 
worſe could be. Thou tempteſt me to hate the 
human kind, diſtruſt my Father, and periſh in 
deſpair. O onda infernal ! deteſted as thyſelf; 
how juſtly art thou doomed to endleſs Wo. I 
love the human race, I wiſh them well, but thou, 
their deadly toe, wouldſt ruin all, and fink them 

fon to Wo If they deſpiſe and perſecute their 
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i132 THE MESSIAH, Book IV. 
friend, thou art the cauſe, the firſt great cauſe, 
who led them all aſtray. Had they but known 
from whence I came, and who I am, they never 
would have treated me with ſuch contempt ; but 
thou perverſe, and paſt recovery, hardened in 
thy fin, haſt no excuſe, It is neither in thy 
power, nor in the power of all my foes, to bring 
me to the grave, ſhould I incline to ſave my life, 
But I am reſolved to ſuffer death, as God in- 
tends; and by my death I'll bruiſe-thy head, [l] 
break thy power, and bring redemption to the 
choſen race. I'll truſt in God, for ſtill he is at 
my right hand, and by his grace I'll conquer all 
my foes. Therefore be gone, thou baſe apoſ- 
tate, tempt my wrath no more, leaſt ſudden ven- 
geance fend thee to the deep, the dark abyſs of 
everlaſting pain, 
At theſe words Satan in terror vaniſhed away; 
while Jeſus on his bended knees, with his eyes 
and hands lifted up to heaven, thus preſented bis 
fervent ſupplications: 
O Almighty F ather, Sovereign Lord of al 
. things, my ſhield, my refuge, and my only hope 
in ſad diſtreſs; muſt J endure the ſharpeſt ſor- 
rows, and ſuffer the moſt excruciating pains ? Al 
muſt I drink the black envenom'd cup filled with 
the bittereſt ingredients? O Father, hear me in 
this ſad hour of darkneſs and diſtreſs; ſave me 
from death, and prevent the enormous guilt dl 
ſhedding my innocent blood. If this may fav ll 
them from the wrath to come, O ſave them now, i 


and fave me from their rage ; But if ww 
718 
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leſs than my death can redecm a guilty world, I 
patiently ſubmit, reſigned unto thy will. 

After theſe words he aroſe from the ground, 
jeft the arbour, and paſſed through the ſilent ſoli- 
tary gloom, while a crowd of ſorrows ruſhed 


into his mind; for by a divine foreſight he beheld 


death approaching with all iis terrors ; he ſurveyed 


the perſecution of his friends ; the ruin of his 


country ; the contempt of his grace ; and the 


everlaſting perdition of impenitent ſinners. This 
mournful and melancholy proſpect oppreſſed his 


tender and ſympathizing heart to ſuch a degree, 


that he fell into a bloody ſweat, which diſtilled 


in drops, and dyed with crimſon the humid earth, 
No longer could his feeble joints ſupport the 


weight of his afflicted body; down he fits, and 
reclining on his arm breathed out groans of un 
utterable woe. While thus he Jay in agonizing 
ſorrow, a band of angels ſtood inviſible around 


him, and beheld his ſufferings with tender pity 


and admiration, But Gabriel, who had been 


ſent, to ſtrengthen him upon that occaſion, when 


he ſaw his ſpirits ſo far exhauſted, clothed him- 
ſelf in robes of pureſt light, his countenance and 
geſture expreſſed a celeſtial dignity, mixed with 


the greateſt compaſſion ; an air of the higheſt 
love and eſteem was blended with that awful ve- 
neration and reſpect due to the perſon of fo great 
a ſufferer. As ſoon as he appeared, he thus 0 
dreſſed the Meſſiah. 

O Son of God, could angels weep like — 
men, angels would weep in ſaddeſt ſorrow for thy 


viſtreſs. $a 
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ſympathy, and with the higheſt admiration we 


diſtreſs, We view thy ſufferings with tender 


| 
| behold thy fervent love to God and man; we ſee | 
thy fortitude, meekneſs, patience, and reſigna- 
tion, with tranſporting wonder and aſtoniſhment; 
the amazing virtues of thy life, we regard as the , 
moſt compleat ſtandard of our imitation : Con- | 
firmed, and encouraged by thy ſpotleſs example, . 
we perſevere in everlaſting love to God and men, : 
we view thy actions with dear delight, we en- - 
camp around thy paths, and ſound thy praiſes P 
through the ample ſky. Thou great Meſſiah, N 
God's eternal Son, go on through ſorrow, ſhame, 
and pain, and death; bruiſe Satan's head, redeem wa 
the choſen race, and rife triumphant to the throne 5 
of God. At theſe words, the angel taking him ro 
by the hand, raiſed him up, while a divine energy 1 
revived his ſinking ſpirits, and ſtrengthned every N 
limb. Immediately the radiant form diſſolved in WF 
air, and became inviſible as before. * 
le then returned to the Diſciples, but found 5 
them aſleep, being exhauſted with wearineſs and 85 
forrow. Awake, my friends, ſaid he, awake; T4, 
and with theſe words he gently rebuked their ſe- Gals 
curity: Alas, Peter, this is far from the decla- Ge 
ration you lately made, how will you die with 400 
me, when you cannot fo much as waich an hour the 
with me in my deep diſtreſs ? Watch and pray, his 
leaſt ye enter into ten:ptation. After this he fe- hn 
tired again, praying in ihe ſame manner; but rage 
when he returned he found them aſleep as before: a . 
The third time. he withdrew, and poured out his the. 


* 


ſoul. 
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ſoul in the ſame ſtrains of bitter anguiſh and 
pious reſignation. Upon his return he found 
them ſtill aſleep : Awake my friends, he ſaid 
again, for neither the time, nor the place will 
admit of any reſt; I excuſe your weakneſs, I 


know ye are willing ; ariſe now, for the enemy 


is at hand. 


Immediately they aroſe, and by the time they e 
came to the reſt of the Diſciples, who were 
placed near the gate; the glaring beams of torches 


and of lanthorns poured upon their ſight, and fil- 
led their hearts with terror; for a multitude in 


croſſed the valley in profound ſilence, and to pre- 
vent the alarm, their lights were concealed, till 
they had encompaſſed the place where he was; 
when ſuddenly their torches were kindled, and 
their lanthorns expoſed, leaſt darkneſs ſhould fa- 
vour his eſcape. But all theſe precautions were 
unneceſſary, for he knew their deſigns, and had 
no intention to evade the danger. 


ſalutes his Maſter, he embraces and kiſſes 8 
and reſpect. In this manner he is pointed out to 
and a great number of ſtaves lifted high, the en- 
raged mob gathered around him.; while he with 


7 traitor: Judas, is this your frien 


arms had ſurrounded the vineyard. They had 


As ſoon as they had arrived, Judas approaches 
with a countenance full of guilty confuſion; he 


with all the outward demonſtrations of honour 


the multitude, and diſtinguiſhed fram the reſt of 
his Diſciples. Immediately with drawn ſwords, 


a voice of mildneſs and majeſty, 11885 Feſpoke 
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Upon which, ſpeedy vengeance would have dyed 
the garden with Simon's blood, had, not his Mal- 
ter, 'who formerly calmed the raging deep, ak 
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do you betray your Maſter with a kiſs ? The per. he 
ſidious wretch ſtood confounded, and the crowd ul 
for a little time remaincd in awful ſuſpence. 9001 
Then he aſked wh'em they ſought ; they told ing 
him, it was Jeſus of Nazareth: o which he ay 

replied, I am the very man you ſeek, At theſe yet 
words, to ſhew how awful go:dneſs is, When we (vo 
mean to injure it, and how eahly he could have for | 
baſed the moſt daring attempts againſt his life,a MW arm: 
divine power - unbraced their nerves, depriyed Wl or ti 
them in a moment of all their ſtrength, and ſou 
thiew them proſtrate on the ground. Then hid Wh man 

they periſhed in their impious attempts; but he conſe 
had compaſſion upon them, and ſuffered them to WM unto 
ariſe, As ſoon as they had recovered, he aſked more 
them agiin, Whom ſcek ye ? They replied, then 
Jeſus of Nazareth ; then faid he, I am the man, this y 
and therefore if your deſigns are againſt me, let ¶ quent 

'thefe my Diſciples depart without any moleſta- ef tc 

tion. At theſe words, Malchas, a ſervant of the Wl bere i 


High Prieft, ſtretched out his hand to lay hold Wi ſword: 


upon him; while Peter, tranſported with the WW Tobber 
moft impetuous and precipitate zeal, drew his come 
ſword, and aiming at Malchas, with a defign to MW *!f fro 
cleave his head alunder, he made a violent ſtroke, WW "tr app 
but miſting the head, he cut off his right ear; ſn? N 
| heale 
Cine, | 
this Is t 
now (3c 
and cruc 


this time quieted the tumult of the people; iof 
turning to Malchas, he ſaid, Patience, young 
man, excuſe the raſhneſs of my Diſciple, 1 


Book IV. THE MESSIAH. 137 


heal the wound; then touching his ear, the ef- 
ſuſion of blood was ſtopped, the pain inſtantly 
gonc, and all veas ſound and whole. Then turn— 
ing to Peter, who ſtood in confuſion, ſtrangely 
avitated with a variety of paſſions, and the ſword 
yet drawn in his hand, he ſaid, Put up your 
{word again, nor attempt to fight in my defence, 
ſur be aſſured, that they who have now come in 
arms againſt me, ſhall at laſt periſh by the ſword 
| of their enemies ; it is the will of my Father I 
ſould now ſuffer, and therefore I ſubmit. No 
| man can take my life from me, without my ovn 
| conſent : For, even at this time, ſhould I pray 
| unto my Father, he would ſend in my defence, 
more than twelve legions of angels ; but how 
then ſhould the Scriptures be fulfilled, for all 
this was foretold by the Prophets, and I fre- 
quently warned you of it. Then addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the multitude, he ſaid, Why came ye 
| here in the darkneſs of the night, armed with 
ſwords and ſtaves, as if ye were in purſuit of a 
robber, who muſt be taken by ſurprize, or over- 
come by violence ? Have I ever concealed my 
ſelf from you? Or did J ever in a ſeditious man- 
ger appear with men in arms to defend my per- 
lon? No: I taught daily in your Temple, there 
| healed your ſick ; had I been guilty of any 
crime, why did ye not lay hold on me then? But 
this is the time appointed for my ſufferings, and 
now God permits you to execute your wicked 
anc cruel deſigns againſt me, At theſe words the 
. ſoldiets 


* 
* 
% 


| reſiſt that potent arm, whom the winds and ſeas 
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ſoldiers apprehended him, while fad diſappoint- 
ment and diſtracting terror ſeized his Diſciples, 
Thus all their hopes being gone, they fled 
away, and left their Lord amidſt ſurrounding fors, 
 Whilit with a mournful heart, and weary ſteps, 
he travels along the valley, no tender eye beheld 
| -f him with compaſſion, for every heart around him 
: gloried in their ſucceſs, and guarded the afflicted 
priſoner with triumphant exultation. Having en- 
tered the city, he is conducted firſt to the habi- 
tation of Annas, where he was bound with cords 
as a criminal, from thence to the palace of the 
High prieſt, where the Sanhedrim was aſſembled, 
in expeQation of his arrival, and fully deter- 


| mined to take away his life, By this time Peter I 


recovering a little from his terror, ſpoke in the 
following manner to John the beloved Diſciple: 
What now ſhall we do? our Lord is carried off 
a prifoner by his enemies, and our brzthren are 
all fled; O ſad and melancholy night ! But 
what more could I have done? Willingly would 
1 have fought in his defence, but he would not 
permit; now he is in the hands of them who 
feek his life ; I am impatient | to know the end of 
this. Ceriainiy he is able to deliver himſelf; 
we have ſeen his power over all diſeaſes, we be- 
held his triumph over hell and death; who can 


Pa ? The Almighty God defends him wher- 
ever he goes, and divine wrath can blaſt his ent- 
mies in a moment. I remember now what de 
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ſaid, Ye ſhall all be offended becauſe of me this 
night, and I ſhall be left alone, and yet I am not 
alone, becauſe the Father is with me. If God 
be on his ſide, as certainly he 1s, what can his 
enemies do againſt him? Let us follow and ſee 
the end ; who knows but he intends to confound. 
the wicked with an awful and ſpeedy vengeance ; 
I poſſibly his kingdom may begin with acts of dreadful 
E power, againſt thoſe who have deſpiſed his grace: 
J For my part, it is ſtill my reſolution, that tho' 
all ſhould forſake him, I never will, To all this 
. John replied, in great ſorrow and perplexity, I 
E know not what to ſay or do, fear drives me back, 
pet hope, and love, incline me ſtrongly to follow 

where he's gone: I'll therefore go, and ſee what 
yet may happen, Accordingly they went, and in 
= ſolemn ſadneſs they travelled to the city, and 
went directly to the palace of Caiaphas, where 
John being known to the High Prieft, ventured 
immediately into the hall, after the company that 
conducted his Maſter, while Peter, having no 
acquaintance, nor friend there, ſtood for ſome. 
time without the door; till John ſpeaking to the 
© coor-keeper, cauſed him to be admitted. But as 
ſoon as he had entered, the maid, who let bim 
In, ſaid to him, were not you alſo one of his 
5 Diſciples ? Surprized at the queſtion, and dread- 
Ing the conſequence, he replied, I am- not; then 
advancing forward, he thruſt himſelf ang a 
crewd of ſervants, who ſtood around the fire, ex- 
WP<Cling to paſs undiſcovered, and to obſerve all 
bat was dor Now by this time Jeſus ſtood 

\ 


N. SAY * before 


» 
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before the High Prieſt, who ſpoke to him in n the 
following words. 
We have long endured with too much cls 
mency, your repeated offences, your ſeditious 
actions, and your falſe pretenſions to the exalted 
title of the Meſſiah. Your ſins have at laſt found 
you out, and juſtice cries aloud for ſpeedy ven- 
geance upon your guilty head. Tell me now the 
names of your Diſciples, what their rank and 
bufineſs? What do you mean by aſſembling ſuch 
| multitudes in every corner? What are the ſtrange 
and peculiar doctrines you teach ? Or whom do 
Y you pretend to be? 
Io all theſe queſtions ne replied with unhüm 
| ed meekneſs, and majeſty: If you defire to find 
1 the truth, and to judge with equity, aſk mine 
accuſers, let them declare what they have heard 
and ſeen, enquire of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and of all that ever heard my doctrine. Why do 
Bl'f you aſk me, as if I had taught- privately and in 
Fill a'corner ? Whatever 1 delivered was in -publick, 
openly, and in the face of all the world ? I taught 
always in your Temple, and ſynagogues, on 
If your ſabbaths and ſolemn feaſt-days ; in the 
! places and times of greateſt concourſe ; and in 
ſecret have I never ſaid any thing that I ws 
© aſhamed. ſhould be made known to the whole. 
World. At theſe words an officer belonging to 
| Annas, who” was deſirous of ſhewing his zeal 
| againſt Jeſus, and to ingratiate himſelf. with the! 
High Prieſt, in a violent rage ſtruck him on the 
| 


__ 
Te 
— 8 4 


\t face, ſaying, How dare you anſwer the Ha 
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Prieſt in this manner ? Do you pretend to give 
directions how he ſhall proceed in judgment? To 
this Jeſus replied, with the greateſt meekneſs and 
patience ; If I have ſpoken with indecent free- 
dom, or ſaid any thing that is criminal, accuſe 


me now before the council as you ought to do: 
| But if I have ſaid nothing amiſs, why do you, 
. contrary to juſtice and humanity, ſtrike me un- 
- condemned, and even in the preſence of the court? 
d No regard was paid to his words, no rebuke 
| given to the unjuſt and cruel man; juſtice was 
re excluded from their council, and m raged 
do in every heart. 
In the mean time, while Peter ſtood by the 
it. bee; one of the ſervants looking in his face, and 
nd recollecting that he had ſeen bam 4 in company with 


ine Jeſus, ſaid to him, I am certain you were one of 


| this man's Diſcipl:s. Peter then in great terror 
and confuſion ſwore, that he knew nothing about 
| him; then immediately he withdrew from the 
in fre fide | into the porch, while the cock crew, after 
ick, WI midnight, 

As the Chief Prieſts had Jeteriiand to 101 
Jeſus to death at all hazards, they had ſuborned 


the WW falſe witneſſes, who were now called upon and 

nd in examined; but as their different teſtimonies were 
was either trifling, or contradictory, no plauſible foun- 
hole WW dation could be laid, for a ſentence againſt him. 


At laſt two men appeared, who ſolemnly affirmed, 


threaten, that he would deſtroy the Temple, and 
| Fg it in chree days, eee that thereby he 
55 diſcoy ered 
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that upon a certain occaſion, they heard him 
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City, and a wicked deſign of impoſing upon the. 


interpretation of his words. All this they kney 
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diſcovered a hoſtile intention againſt the whole 


multitude, To this accuſation he made no reply 
being founded entirely on malice, and on a wrong 


perfectly, and therefore when he had remaine( 


filent for a little, the High Prieſt roſe in a paſ. 4 
fron, and faid to him, Have you nothing to an- | 
wer ? Can you make no reply to the aocufitiea] 61 
now brought againſt you? But J-ſus knowing WW m 

that they only intended to extort an anſwer fron a 
him with a malicious deſign to lay hold on his ee 
words, and turn them into an accuſation againk WW +} 
F” - him, he therefore held his peace. Then faid the 0. 
High Prieſt again, I am well informed that many bf. 
of the deluded multitude regard you as the Meſ. ha 

Hah, and that you have in the. moſt impious and ſay 

dating manner, publickly aſſumed that ſacred che- 15 
racter; I therefore adjure you in the moſt ſolemn In 
manner, by the dreadful and tremendous name of ties 
Bod, in whoſe preſence you ſtand, that you tel of 
aus plainly, and truly, whether you be indeed the ! 

Meſſiah, the Son of God. To this he replied ful 
Fam the very perſon, and though I now ſtand be- wa; 
fore you as a criminal, deſpiſed and afflicted; u MW tha 
I came from the heavens, and thither will I «© WW chi; 
turn again; and of this your ſhall in a very ſhoit diſp 

time fine a convincing proof, when I came 108 trib 
take vengeance on the Jewiſh nation, to eſtablifh pati 

7 ingdom among the Gentiles, and to judge sen, 
: ortd in the lalt day. At theſe words the lof | 
- en rent Pls clothes | in great indignado mag 
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and cried out in fury, Here now is the moſt no- 
torious blaſphemy, what occaſion have we for 
any witneſſes, ye have heard him with your ears, 
what now do ye think of him ? Then they all 


attrocious crime, and deſerves the moſt infamous 
i death. | | 


1 dec to be kept under a ſtrict guard until the 


W contempt; ſome in cruel deriſion pulled him by 


E ſome beat him with their fiſts, and others having 
blindfolded him, ſtruck him violently with their 
hands, and in barbarous ſcorn inſulted him, 
8 ſaying, you who pretend to be the Meſſiah, tell 
us if you can, who he was that ſtruck you laſt, 
In this manner, and with various other indigni- 
: ties was he treated through the remaining part 
of that diſmal night. 
During the whole trial John ſtood in mourn- 
ful ſilence among the crowd. Some times he 
was filled with ſurprize and indignation, at the 
ſhameleſs partiality and glaring injuſtice of the 
chief prieſts and elders. When hz beheld his 
dipiſed and highly Inj jured maſter ftanding at the 
me u tribunal of his enemies, the moſt tendet . 
pathy and diſtreſſing ſorrow preyed | upon his 


| of his patience and prudence, his meekneſs and 


W 


and 
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at once cried aloud, he is guilty of the moſt 


Being now condemned as 2 i blafpbemer, and 


morning, the ſervants immediately fell upon him, 
and abuſ.d him with all imaginable rudeneſs and 


the hair of the head, others ſpit in his face, 3 


generous and friendly heart. When he thought 55 


. he was tranſported ih; wonder, 5 | 
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and admiration. But as ſoon as he reflected upon 
and the ſad diſappointment which. was likely tg 


ful perplexity; as ſoon therefore as he heard the 
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the exalted hopes he had formerly entertained, 


follow, be was then involved in the moſt: dregg: 


Et i nad TEN Yb ten; * : 
N © Ne- — . COIN * 10 2 3 k N 
_ 5 ” . A+. 


unjuſt ſentence pronounced, and ſaw the rude. | 
neſs of the multitu''e ag unſt his maſter, he could _ bs 

no longer endure to behc1d the diſmal ſcene ; bit 
in the agonies of grief and terror he ſilently and ; bg 
with a flood of tears departed from the houſe, 8 - 
A little before this, Peter alſo had withdrayn WW 

from the Palace; for white the falſe witneſſes 3 4 
were bitterly accuting his Maſter, a relation of 3 5 

Malchas who ſtood near to Peter and heard hin m 

ſpeak, immediately approached, and ſaid to hin, WW tt 
you are certainly one of his Diſciples, I find by Wi pr 
your language, you are a Galilean, and I mM 1 

_ confident I ſaw you with him in the Garden; N de 
you are the man who attempted to fight in hi; ou 
defence. At thefe words, apprehending that he m— 

would be immediately ar reſted as a criminal, he, ww: 

in the utmoſt terror and indignation, denied the the 

third time, with horrid oaths, and dreadful im- : | fol 

precations upon himſelf, if ever he had any thing ho 

to do with him. Scarce had he uttered theſe ur. 

' words when the cock crew again, being about fir, 
three in the morning; and Jeſus at the fame in- Ju; 
ſtant, ſtanding before! the Chief Prieſt, turned I wh 
about, and with an expreſſive look fixed his ee inc 

upon Peter, who in a moment was filled with, bim 
ſhame and remorſe, for then it was he remem p. 

bered theſe words of his Maſter, before the cock 8 «._ . 
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Book IV. THE MESSIAH: I45 
crow twice, three times will you deny that ever 
you knew me, Being fully ſenſible of his guii-, 
he immediately withdrew, and gave full vent tc 
his ſorrows in a lonely dark retreat; while the 
following words, intermingled with groans and 
tears, diſcovered the bitter repentance of his ſoul. 


Alas! what have I done —denied my Lord, my 


Maſter and my Friend — Him whom I believed 
and confeſſed to be ;he Son of the living God — 
Three times I denied him, and almoſt to his face 
—And with horrid oaths —O perjury, the black- 


eſt and the baſeſt perjury—Sure I deſerve a curſe 
l curſed my ſelf—A heavy curſe hangs o'er 
. my guilty head He kindly fore warned me of all 
W this; this aggravates my guilt Now watch and 


pray, ſaid he, Satan hath ſought to ſift thee — .. 


| How true are all his words — I am ſifted now in- 
| deed, I am only chaff before the wind — Ah! 
| guilty wretched man, what ſhall I do? what 
| madneſs brought, me to yon deteſted place — I 


went to ſee the end, a dreadful one. to me — I 
thought to have ſeen his foes convinced, or con- 


W founded, or deſtroyed, but vain were all my 


hopes — Better perhaps he did not, for had he in 


vrath put forth his power, the firft the heavieſt 


ſtroke had ſurely fallen on my perjured head 
Judas betrayed him, and 1 have denied- him, 
what better am I than he? —Ah frail, inconſtanty : 
inconſiſtent wretch | ] would have feugbt for 
bim in the Garden, yet 1 denied him in the 
alaee.—l am worſe than Caiaphas—yorſe than 
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all his public foes ; they never confeſſed him as [ 
have done; they never reſolved to die for his ſake 
Ah! had J been grateful to my beſt friend, Y 
had I felt the tender bowels of compaſſion for Ml 
afflicted innocence ; or had a generous indigna- 5 
tion againſt triumphant wickidueks touched mj 
heart, ſure theſe might have inſpired me with 
ſome ſmall degree of eourage and reſolution: 
but alas ! terror and diſap;ointment were the 
only paſſions that diſtracted my guilty heart, Wi 
Oh! that I had fled with the reſt of my afflicted Wi 
' brethren ; then might I with innocence, have Ml 
bewailed the diftreſſes of my Lord, and lamented 
the ſad reverſe of all my flattering hopes — But 
my folly, my raſhneſs, my ſelf confidence, theſe 
have involved me in the blackeſt guilt, and noy 
torment me with the moſt painful remorſe, and 
almoſt ſink me to the bottom of deſpair—PDid 
ever affronted innocence look ſo mild? and pet 
_ theſe mild and gentle looks have pierced my 
heart, and filled my ſoul with horror — O dread- 
ful guilt, how can J behold thee ! the crowinz 
of that cock ſhall neyer wear out of my remen- 
brance — O the mild, the piercing looks of hin 
whom I denied — I ſaw him turn about and look 
on me, then all my guilt roſe dreadful to mi 
view Once I heard him ſay theſe awful words 
0 moreawful now than ever; Whoſoever ſhall den 
me before men, him alſo will I deny, before my 
Father and his holy Angels, —I am certainly e 
man he had in view —© God be merciful to 
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— O Jeſus forgive the wretch who baſely has 
denied thee — Wil] repentance avail me nothing? 
He preached repentance, and ſodid1 in his name, 
will he then reject the penitent ? No he cannot, 
— Here 1s my hope —1 bitterly repent I love 


b him ſtill, yea more than ever, he knows my 
ch weakneſs, he'll ſurely pity me; he prayed for 
1; me, when he foreſaw my fall, God certainly will 
he hear his prayer, Here will I reſt, yet clouds 


and darkneſs hover round my ſoul — Ah dreadful 
night! — Dreadful to him, to me, and all his 
friends. But who can tell what yet may come? 
in God I'll truſt, I'll ſtill believe on him; all 
may be well, tho all ſeems dark to me, 
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TRE ARGUMENT. 


Gabriel a ſcends from the Garden, and meets Ra- 
| Phael upon the extremity. of the atmoſphere with- 
a muliitude of angels from the maſt di ant parts 
of the univerſe. The reaſon of their ling jour- 
ney. During the night Raphael entertains them 

with a. diſcourſe rolling 2 to the Son of Coa,; his 
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150 THE (MESSIAH. Book v. 
creating the World, the full of Man, his condug 
to the Patriarchs, his election and government of 
| the Fewiſb nation; his incarnation, public mini- 
im, and approaching death, with the deſign of it, 
| At the dawn, an immenſe number of Angels af- 
ſemöle in the ſame place to beheld the tranſatt.uns 
of the day. Raphael delivers the commands of 


God, to Nrriel, Zedekel, Eliphal, and to th 


demned in the councih chamber. Judas repent, 


deſpairs, and hangs himſelf. The trial of Yeſus 
by Pontius Pilate, and Herod, he is declared in. 


.nocent. The ob/kynate malice of the Chief Prucfis, 


various methods uſed by. the Governor to ſave hi 
lie; but is at laſt condemned to the Croſs. 


T O ſooner had the ange! Gabriel com- 


through the liquid ſky, nor ſtayed his rapid 


flight till he reached the ſmooth yielding ſurface 


of the aerial flood, and ſtood erect, as on a fa 


of glaſs, diffuſed around this groſs terraqueous 


globe. Here, in the vaſt circumference of the 
atmoſphere, ten thouſand clouds are formed and 
diſappear, raiſed by the ſolar heat in every clime, 


Jforted the Meſſiah, than he aſcended 


from earth below, and from the watry deeps. 


Here, thunders roar with awful voice, and f 
around on wings of flaming fire. From hence 


the rain diſtils, in gentle ſhowers, or falls preci- 


pitate in rapid floods, the rattling hai}, or fleec) 


ſnow. deſcends upon the earth, Here, cold ad 
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vapours, ſwim o'er the hills, or fly in wild con- 


air; but if en they quickly fall, and 
pour their contents on the verdant plains. It is 


the habitations of mortality, nor do they fuffer 


who breathe the <laſtic air. That immenfe ſey, 


ſphere around the earth; but when! 


this globe appears, ſometimes obſcuß 


. Now on the vaſt circumg of that 
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heat, and moiſt, and dry, convened in duſky 


fuſion while the tempeſt roars ; when rarified, 
they mount on high, and P's into liquid 


only in the lower regions, over the land and ſea, 
where theſe ſtormy vapours hold their furious 
reizn : But far above, the thin tranſparent air, 
is pure and peaceful, even to the utmoſt verge, 
where the refined zther fills the ambient ſpace : 
here, Angels breathe immortal life and joy, and 
here they ſtand, or walk, or fly, which way they 
will, independant of all material attraction. From 
hence, they view the various ways of men, as 
we behold with curious eyes, the creeping in- 
ſc&s in the bottom of a pure tranſparent foun- 
tain, From thence, they often deſcend to vifſit 


any inconveniency from the different 4. e 
through which they paſs, like fleſh and blood 


r 


ſtretched far above our heads, and which PHE? 
an azure Concave to our view, is ſeen: by el 
far diſtant on the æthereal plains, As.) + FRI 


nearer, it ſeems a flood, calm, and ſerene,” 2 
without a Thore, at whoſe tranſparengyb | 
8 by wan- 

dering ſpots, ſuch are the clouds to Angel. in e 
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132 THE MESSIAH. Bock v. 
ſphere, Gabriel arrives, and views afar off, 
Maphael deſcending from the worlds above, with 


a mighty hoſt of Cherubims and Powers ce- 
leſtial. In a ſhort time they light around him 
upon the azure plain, where, after mutual ſalu- 
tations of undiſſembled friendſhip, Gabriel thus' 
began. . 


O thou exalted Prince, thou leader of Ange- 4 


lie hoſts, may I enquire from whence, and who 


are theſe, or. what their buſineſs to this lower 


world? Strangers they ſeem to me, in Regions 
tar remote they needs muſt dwell ; in all my 


Journies from the throne of God, to 5 inferior 
world, I do not remember to have ſeen their faces, 


Matters of great import, no doubt have brought 


them here, if it be lawful for me to enquire, or 


for you to relate the occaſion of their journey, | 


ſhall attend with pleaſure. To this Raphael an- 
ſwered in the following words. Their buſineſs 


here is no ſecret, a matter of univerſal concern 


10 the intelligent Creation has brought them 
- down to this world from their native habitation. 


+ Ten hundred times and more, has yon dark 
Earth ſeen the revolutions of day and night, 


ſince the Almighty Father from his ſplendid 
1 throne, pronounced theſe words, which doubtleſs 
you alſo heard; „This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleaſed,” ye Saints' and all ye 
bleſſed Angels within the vaſt circumference of i 
my dominions; aſſemble now, in yon far diſtant 
e near here Uriel holds his radiant throne; 
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Book V. THE MESSIAH. 153 
there rolls the Earth, encompaſs'd by the wan- 
dering moon, whoſe paler beams and varying 
4 face, divide the ſeaſons, and meaſure out the 
time to mortal men; on yonder Earth dwells my 
beloved Son, my only Son in whom my glory is 
expreſſed, Tho' he appears to the inhabitants 
of that world, a man in all reſpects like them- 
ſelves, yet I behold his glory beaming through 
the fleſh; on him my love, my chiefeſt love 
ſhall reſt, when ſuns and ſtars ſhall periſh and 
4 decay. In him my wiſdom, power, and good- 
ness ſhall for ever dwell, and through him ſhall - 
de diſplayed in everlaſting bounty, to bleſſed 
Angels, and righteous men; there ſhall ye be- 
bold what never yet was ſeen tarough the vaſt 
extent of creation, a world redeemed by his pre- 
cious blood, and rebellious angels conquered by 
W his death. Go then and view his ſufferings, be- 
bold his glorious deeds, learn from his life how 
men and angels ought to live. 


throne, his voice was heard with a joyful obedi- 


] (quadrons from ten thouſand worlds. Since t that 
W time, they frequently deſcend to bchold his won- 
W derous actions, and aſcend again by turns; and 

now on this pure convexity they travel far to the 
eaſt along with the riſing ſun; they view the 
earth; behold its various climates; they bewail 
| the mations. ſunk in ignorance of the true God, 
nd mark thoſe lands where the fallen angels hald. 
Et) "> AS 5 "Bien 


Thus ſpoke th'eternal from his ſplendid __ 


ence, and immediately they afſemble.in flaming *' | 
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their impious thrones. All this perhaps you | 


know : but as for theſe bright legions whom you 
now behold, they are indeed ſtrangers, the inha- 
bitants of far diſtant worlds, but lately ſprung 
from Chaos and eterna] night. Their dwelling. 
place is on the utmoſt verge of nature, faſt by 


the dark, the deep, the infinite abyſs of bound- 


leſs ſpace, where God alone reſides; three years 
and more have they travelled. on their way, 
fwifter than the beams from yoh refulgent ſtar, 
and having pofs'd unnumber'd worlds, and glo- 
rious ſyſtems, ſuns and revolving planets, ſtretch'd 
out in empty ſpace, far, far beyond the reach of 
n oytal eyes, or human thought, they now avail 
the riſing day, and the arrival of other angelic 
powers, when all the ſons of light ſhall behokd 
with amazement the ſufferings and death of the 
great Mefſtah, 

To all this Gabriel liſtened with a pleaſing 
aſpect, and then replied, I am juſt now arrived 


Ft FX from the Earth, and from the preſence of the 

Mleſſiah. There -1 beheld him ſunk in the 
deepeſt ſorrows, oppreſſed with agony and woe 
}  unutterable, The lively apprehenſion of his 


own death, together with the moſt tender feel- 
ings of compaſſion for the miſeries of the human 
race, had exhauſted his ſtrength to ſuch a degree, 


that he fell to the ground, and had almoſt ex- 
pired in a bloody ſweat. To him I adminiſteres 
divine conſolation, and ſtrengthened every faint- 


ng limb. Tho' he could have eſcaped from his 
| enemies, 


* 
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enemies; yet he would not, and tho' his power 
be infinitely ſuperior to their united ſtrength, yet 
he will by no means defend his own perſon, nor 
blaſt with indignation their impious deſigns; 
angels may behold the dreadful ſcene, but dare 


1 not interpoſe ; whatever God permits, he is de- 
termined to ſuffer, neither friends nor foes, nor hell 


nor earth can ſhake the purpoſe of his ſoul, Such 
pure and ſpotleſs virtue ; ſuch filial obedience to 


God, and love=t all the human race; ſuch meck- _ 


nfs, condeſcenſion, and magnanimity, did never 


yet appear in heaven above, nor on the earth 
below. I viewed him with tender pity, I beheld 


him with the higheſt admiration, and having 
now miniſtered to him in his great diſtreſs, I 
aſcend the heavens again, and wait with plea- 


{ure the high commands of our Almighty Soye- 


leign. : 

I bear his charge, replied the. mighty Prince, 
here let us ſtay till morning light ariſe, till all 
our armies gather where we ſtand, then ſhall ye 
hear what wonders muſt be. done by potent 


angels while the great Meſſiah. ſuffers.” On 
Raphael's right hand ſtood a bright Seraph, who 


cammanded the Angelic Powers that dweſt i in the 
molt diſtant worlds, bordering on the utmoſt 
verge of nature; celeſtial grace and. majeſty 


beamed from his countenance, while thus he 


L expreſſed the fervent wiſhes of his heart.. 
O thou exalted Prince, who conducted our joy- 
ful legions om the empyrean to chis lower world: 


let 
125 


156 THE MESSIAH. Bock V. 
et us hear the virtues of that man divine, that 
Son of God, who you ſay | is now afflicted. on the 
earth, Ten thouſand times ten thouſand worlds 
and more, fill up the boundleſs ſpace between 
this dark globe, and the ſtarry regions where we 
dwell. In theſe, we have always diſcovered 
unerring wiſdom, a almighty power, and everlaſt- 
ing goodneſs; ; but how. theſe perfections appear, 
and in what manner they are diſplayed to the in- 
habitants of this world, we neither know nor 
can conceive; pleaſe then to inform us till the 
dawning light ariſe, who that perſon is, whom 
you call the Son of God, for we thought all 
angels had been his Sons; he ſeems more dear to 
him than all others, why does he live obſcure in 
yon dark world ? why in that world is he fo 
diſtreſs'd ? and wherefore muſt he die? 
To theſe queitions Raphael anſwered, with a 
countenance full of majeſty and mild benevo— 
Tence, not hours, but years might rol} away, 
taid he, before the half be told that might be 
told of him. This Son of God is he who made 
this lower world where now he dwells, and every 
other v. Id, ſeen by immortal or by mortal eyes; 
God made them all it's true, but made them all 
by him, I ſaw the day when the foundations of 
me earth were laid, and the heavens ſtretched 
1 Git; I then beheld, and thouſands more beſides, | 
— it when clothed in majeſty divine, he ſwift de- 
icended into the empty ſpace. He only ſpoke, 4 
and 16 ! the various elements of this material 1 
46 4 world 
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world ſprung up in wild confuſion, He ſaid, 
thou - glorious light ariſe, and at his word the 
light appear'd; thou azure ſky extend thy ample 
W ſphere around the globe, and fo it was; retire ye 
foods, and let the verdant earth appear with hills 
and dales; the verdant earth with hills and dales 
W were ſeen, with various ſeas and rolling floods 
collected in the hollow deeps. Shine forth thou 
W radient ſun, thou paler moon and twinkling ſtars 


night; the flaming fun blaz'd in the ſky, the 
day ſhone forth, and in the night the moon and 
ſtars appear'd. The hideous monſters in the 


| ſtream, he then produced, and every. fowl that 
wings the lucid air; all theſe ſprung ſrom the 
watery element at his command. Thou fruitfu} 
| earth, he ſaid, bring forth the various tribes of 


ro- brutal life, the wild, the tame, the great, the 

ay, mall, the ſwift, the flow, on rocky mountains 
be and on the level plains, lo, at his word the 
ade teeming earth brought forth each various kind, 

[ery in full perfection, all without a fault. All theſe 
es; he made in ſix revolving days; we faw the diffe- 
all. ent parts ariſe in gradual ſucceſſion, not at once, 

1s of bor then only had we ſeen the effects ſtupendous 

ched of Almighty Power; but as in order every part a 
des, ſprung up at his command, we could diſcern the 

de- viſe deſign, and beautiful contrivance of the 

oke, Whole, Then it was, that ten thouſand Cheru- 

eral 


| ſend forth your filver beams, and rule the lonely 


rolling tide, and every fiſh that cuts the yielding 


bims and heavenly Saints ſtood round th& verge! 
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of this new riſing world, where ſix dark globes 
encompaſs'd by their moons of various ſize, and 
at due diſtances, revolve in juſt proportions 


round the central ſun. Each day we beheld with 
tranſporting admiration, new wonders riſing to 


our view; from darkneſs and wild confuſion, we 


ſaw the dawnings of order and harmony, carried 


on by ſlow degrees to their full perfection, and all 
the parts ſo wiſely adjuſted, as to form one grand 
and complicated machine, whoſe various motions 


tend to produce the happineſs of all who dwell 


therein. At ſight of this creation, ten thouſand 


angels refound his praiſes on their golden harps, | 
and all the Sons of God ſhouted in raptures of 


extatic joy. 
The laſt and nobleſt of all his work was man; 


him he formed after his own image ; che duſt of 


the earth ſupplied materials for his body, his ſoul 
was of a divine origina}, capable of immortality 
like our ſelves, and inveſted with dominion over 


att the inferior creatures z ; two of theſe only, | 
were formed at the beginning, from whom in- 


numerable multitudes have ſince deſcended. Theſe 


were placed in a ſtate of trial; immortal life, 


and never ending happineſs was to be the reward 


of their obedience ; but death and final wo, the 
conſequence of their rebellion, and the juſt pu- 


niſhment of their diſobedience, But Satan, the 
leader of apoſtate angels, of whon perhaps ye 


heard in diſtant worlds, in diſguiſe entering their 


peaceful habitation, he deceived and drew them 
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into guilt. Then had they periſhed by the fword 


of juſtice, but mercy interpoling, ſaved their lives, 


yet not for ever; an immortality on earth to them 


had been their greateſt curſe; then entered death, 


and all that ſprings from duſt, returns to dun 
again. Mercy appointed this, to be the terror 


of vice, and the trial of virtue, to cut off the in- 
corrigible from ſociety, and to deliver the righ- 
teous from the evils to come. No ſooner had 
rebellion entered into that world, than a promiſe 
of deliverance from ſin and death, was made to 
them, by one who ſhould deſcend from their 
loins, one who ſhould deſtroy the power of 
Satan, and raiſe them from the dead to a bleſſed 
immortality in the heavenly regions. Time 


would fail me to relate the various tranſactions, 


and appearances of the Son of God and inferior 
angels to the early inhabitants of this world. 


At length v hen all nations had revolted from the 


true God, joined in rebellion with Satan, and 
fallen into the groſſeſt idolatry, he appeared to 


Abraham the Father of the Jewiſh nation, re- 
new ed the original promiſe, made choice of his 


Poſterity as his own peculiar people, delivered to 


them his laws, and ruled over them in a ſpecial 
manner by a ſeries of extraordinary diſpenſations. 


At laſt the happy time drew nich when God in- 


tended to redeem his people, and deſtroy the 


kingdom of Satan by the mediation of his well= 


beloved ſon, whoſe character and miniftry he 
bad clearly toretold by the Jewiſb ans The: 1 1 
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time being fully accompliſhed, the very time 


when the world ſtood moſt in need of him, 


and was beſt prepared to receive him, he laid 


aſide his glory, left the heavens, and deſcended 
_ to*this lower world, not in the glorious majeſty 
of power divine, nor in form angelic, a pure 
ztherial ſubſtance ſuch as ours; but wonderful 
to tell, united to a human body, and conceived 
dy power divine, in a virgin's womb he lay con- 

cealed for nine revolving moons ; at length, a 
feeble infant he breathed the vital air, and viewed 
the glimmering dawn of light through mortal 
eyes; in low diſguiſe he thus appeared lie all 
the ſons of men, ſubject to pains and wants, to 


. perils, toils, and death; no regal pomp, nor 
ſplendor of terreſtrial power was ſeen in him, 


Full thirty years he lived in low obſcurity, hum- 
ble and unknown to men, but ſeen, admired, 
and guarded by angelic hoſts. The Almighty 
Father then, with awful voice proclaimed him 


his well-beloved ſon ; angels, and men, and 


devils heard that voice; Satan . confounded, trem- 
| bled at the ſound, and feared confinement in the 
burning lake, He tried his wiles, and all the 
ſnares he could invent, but all in vain, for no- 
thing could ſeduce the Son of God. Inſpired 
by the ſacred light of heavenly wiſdom, at length 
| he preached repentance to the chuſen race, and, 
life eternal to all who truſt in him, By the moſt”, 
ſtupendous acts of power and grace, he gare 


abund ant proofs of his authority and divine ch | 


I acer: 
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racter: but Satan and wicked men prompted by 
infernal madneſs have now conſpired againſt his 
life,- that life, more precious than the heavens, 
and all their numerous hoſts; yea God permits 
that ſacred life to fall, as the only means to ſave 
a ſinking world. All this he knows will come 
| to paſs, all this hel] bear, in pure obedience to 
his Fathers will, and kind compaſſion to the 
human race, So pure and perſect ſhall his righ- 
teouſneſs appear in death, that for his ſake, and 
for the encouragement of virtue among men, a 
pardon will be granted to all who believe in him, 
and dutifully ſubmit to his laws. Within the 
ſpace of three days he will ariſe from the dead, 
and ſoon after aſcend the heavens, fit down on 
the right hand of God, far above all principality 
and power and might and dominion, Then ſhall 
the power of Satan be broken in every nation, 
truth and righteouſneſs ſhall ſpread afar, even to 


de uttermeſt ends of the earth, and all the inha- 
1 bitants of this world become the ſervants of the 
living God. The end of all things ſhall then 
5 approach, the dead ſhall be raiſed, men and devils 
| ſhall be judged, and this inferior world ſhall 
ne | periſh in devouring flames ; the wicked ſhall then 
T de puniſhed, and the righteous rewarded with 
0 ererlaſting honour and glory. But now the 
"WR dawn appears, I ſee our legions lighting on the 
nd, Plain, . 
ot Scarce had Raphael ceas'd, when lo the aheng 
uy: convexity of heaven was covered all around with 


pure - 
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pure #therial ſpirits, in rank and file, compaQted 
cloſe, and countleſs as the dew of Hermon, or 
the pearly drops on the roſy fields of Sharon. 
Over all the lucid e ſtood, in 
perfect order, circle within circle, as in the 
troubled pool, wide and more wide the ſwelling 
circles move; Judea was the centre, the ſcene 
of awful deeds, nor was the light obſcur = by all 
theſe numerous hoſts ; for ill they remained in- 
viſible to mortal eyes; yet when they pleaſe they 
clothe th. mſelves in robes of air condens'd, and 
dyed with various light. No found of wild con- 
fuſion or uproar was heard; a ſolemn ſilence ſat 
on every lip. At laſt the great #:herial trump:t 
blew, this trumpet once was heard before on 
Sinai's cloudy top, but never ſince, nor ſhall be 
heard again by mortal ears, till the Meſſiah rend 
the heavens in flaming fire, and raiſe the dead to 
life. Then ſpoke Raphael with an awful voice, 
and thus Kaen the Almighty” s dread com- 
.mands, 

Attend ye Saints, and all ye Angels, ye 
T hrones, Dominions, Cherubims and Powers ; 
behold this day the Son of God muſt die, not by 
_ conſtraint ; conſtrain'd indeed by love, but not 
compell'd by force, The wicked men, of the 
Jewiſh nation, deluded and prompted by th: 
Sf -- 709 of darkneſs, have already decreed his 
death; ; and God, who can bring good out of 
evil, permits them to execute their bad deſigns; 
from . temporal ſufferings, ſhall ariſe glory to 

mimſelſ 


A. 
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himſelf, and everlaſting joy to all good men; the 
wickedneſs of the world ſhall murder the Lord 
of life, and by his death ſhall the power of fin 
be broken, the accurs'd infernal ſerpent ſhall bite 
his heel, and he, in juſt wrath, ſhall grind the 
ſnake to duſt, Die he muſt, as the Prophets have 
foretold, by the hands of wicked men, and under 
the falſe imputation of a Deceiyer ; but Ged in- 
tends that the impartial world in every age, ſhall 
be convinced. of his innocence, and the divine 
authority by which he ated, For this end, 
Neriel, deſcend thou immediately to the earth, 
enter Jeruſalem, and find out the perfidious Diſ. 
ciple ; awaken in his ſoul the horrors of con- 
ſcious guilt, a ſenſe of ſhame, and the terrors of 
future puniſhment, that in the bittereſt agonies 
of remorſe, he may confeſs his crime, and bear 
witneſs to the innocence of his aflited and con- 
demned Lord. Let his confeſſion be public, 
that he and all Ris wicked aſſociates may be alto- 
gether without excuſe ; then let deſpair drive on 
the guilty wretch to ſudden death, a deuh in- 
ficted by thoſe very hands which ſold the Lord 
of life, This circumſtance ſhall fully clear the 
don of God from the malicious imputations of 
impoſture and deceit, But as the Jews intend 
to inflict upon the Meſſiah, the moſt infamous 
and tormenting death of the Croſs, they muſt 
apply to the Roman governor, a man cc vetous, 
bloody, and unjuſt ; before his tribuna] ſhall the 
Son of God appear ; theteſore Zedekel, thou art 

commanded 
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| | a] 
commanded to deſcend, and while he fits in judg- th 
ment, drive away from his mind all prejudice, fu 
and partiality; impreſs upon the imagination of uf 
his conſort while aſleep, ſuch a diſtreſſing viſion, lir 
as may incline both her and her huſband to fa avoür ph 
the righteous, and ſpare the innocent blodd; and let 
when at laſt he ſhall pronounce the unjuſt and er 

| cruel ſentence through fear of the Jews, Jet him his 
declare publickly, by ſome ſtrong expreſſive ſign, WM the 
| that it was extorted by menaces, granted with re- mi 
luctance, and contrary to all juſtice and huma- upd 
.. nity, Whoever then ſhall examine his doctrines, wo 
his life and miracles, together with the confeſſion Ca 
of Judas, and the declaration of Pilate, will ſee roc 
in the cleareſt light that Jeſus was no Deceiver, ane 
but the true Meſſiah, and the Son of the living pub 
God. But further, as this awful day muſt ſtand to f 
upon record throughout every age, while the ſun rou 
and moon endure, the heavens above, and the diſp 
foundations of. the earth, muſt feel the pangs of evic 
their innocent and dying Lord; every eye muſt 1 
behold this diſmal ſcene with deep diſtreſs, in Vere 
ſolemn ſadneſs, and with fearful omens of ap- in a 
proaching wo. All joy ſhall ceaſe, all penſive whe 
hearts ſhall mourn, and deadly horrors fill the the 
wretched land. The flocks ſhall ceaſe to feed, — 8 
the herds in modul accents low, the fowls of ſon 

| heaven ſhall ſeek a ſafe retreat, and hell's dark reſt 
manſions vomit up their dead, The infernal beg 
hoſts - ſhall have a fhort triumph, and heaven's of t. 


bright legions tremble at his death. Then let 4 


Book V. THE MESSIAH, - 6g 


| all deſcend near to the earth, and reſting on 


th! inferior clouds, with wonder view the dread- 
ful ſcene. In the mean time, while he hangs 
upon the croſs, and when we behold his ſacred 
limbs ſtain'd with the crimſon blood, thou Eli- 
phael, put out the golden lamp of heaven, nor 
let the radiant ſun ſhine on the earth while the 


great Meſſiah dies. Let ſudden darkneſs ſpread 


his ſable wings, and caſt an awful gloom o'er all 


the land, while he who is the world's great lu- 


minary, his glory veiled, hangs in a fad eclipſe 
upon the croſs. And when his laſt expiring 
words are heard, let Gabriel deſcend to Mount 
Calvary, and ſhake the earth and rend the ſolid 
rocks ; the yawning graves throw up their dead, 
and the ſhocking ravages of mortality expoſed to 
public view. By all theſe wonders, God intends 
to ſignalize the death of his well-beloved Son, to 
rouze attention, to awaken all ſerious well- 
diſpoſed minds, and to prepare them for greater 
evidence yet to come. 
The orders of the Almighty being now deli- 
vered by the archangel Raphael, they all deſcend 
in a moment, and reſt upon the lowring clouds, 
where they obſerve with the moſt eager attention 
the amazing tranſactions of the day, 
By this time the riſing ſun had dyed with crim- 
ſon the eaſtern clouds, the wilt beaſts of the fo- 
reſt had retired into their dens, and buſy mortals 


begun the labours of the day: When by:order 


of the Chief Prieſt, Jeſus is led a priſoner to the 


—— — 


k "RFA | 
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council-chamber in the Temple, where the San- 
hedrim is now aſſembled for his trial, the night 
before having been illegal, both with reſpect to 
time and place, which ſhould have been in the 
day, and in the place where they now met: Wik 
an intention therefore to give their unjuſt proceed. 
ings the appearance of a legal trial, they bring 
him again to the bar. There he ſtands in meek. 
and peaceful Majeſty, while the High Prieſt ſaid 
to him, Laſt night you confeſs'd your ſelf to be 
the true Meſſiah, the Son of the living God, and 
the King of Iſrael; do you now retract what 


you ſaid, or do you ſtand to the ſame declaration? x 
| To this he replied, I know you will give no cre- WW. by 
dit to my words, even though I ſhould ſupport * 
them by the cleareſt and moſt convincing evidence; 
neither will you ſuffer me to depart in peace: WF 
Nevertheleſs, I will neither conceal nor deny m»> MR bi 
real character to avoid your indignation; add Jr 
therefore I tell you again, that I am truly the Wi = 


Mieſſiah, foretold and deſcribed by the antient WW 
Prophets; and ſince nothing leſs will convince | 1 
| you, you ſhall at laſt be convinced, and obliged MW 
to confeſs the truth, when I come to take ven- 


geance on the Jewiſh nation, and to judge the 85 

5 14 * in righteouſneſs. 11 
At theſe words, they again declared him a blal die 
pheats, an impoſtor, and worthy of death, Nov an. 
according to the law of Moſes, the blaſphemer fer 
was to bn ſtoned, but this puniſhment, however on. 
kevere, they conſidered as much inferior to the ag. 
7 | dement | | ; " 
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demerit of his crime, and therefore, that he might bi | 
ſuſfer the moſt ignominious, lingering and pain- 101 
ful death that the Roman laws could inflict, they 14 
bound him as a malefactor, and guarded by a' 14 
multitude, they led him directly to the Roman 
governor, a man of an impetuous and obſtinate 
temper, a judge, whoſe deciſions were always i in 
favour of thoſe who gave the higheſt bribes ; im- 
perious, cruel, and rapacious, and therefore more 
fit to accompliſh their malicious deſigns. _ . 

In the mean time, Judas finding all his cove- 
tous and ambicious hopes diſappointed by the ſen- | 
tence of the council, and the meek deportment 
of his much injur'd Lord, he began to repent of 
| his treachery, and reſolved, if poſſible, to clear 
his Maſter and ſave his life. For this end he goes 
to the Temple, with the reward of iniquity in 
his guilty hand, and in the following words ad- 
dreſſed ſome of the Chief Prieſts and elders then 
| preſent, | 

Ye have now, I find, condemned that righteous 
Man whom 1 baſely delivered into your power, 
condemned him againſt all equity, and againſt my 
own expectations. Theſe three years and an half 
have I been his intimate companion and Diſciple; 
| have heard his doctrines; I have ſeen his mira- BY 
cles ; I have obſerved narrowly all his actions; 3 an 
and during that time, I never found the Jeaſt of- 
W fence in his conduct either to God or men No 
f | WE could have been à more powerful witneſs 2 

ca gainſt him than], had he ever done amiſs ; ye ſeem | 
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to have been convinced of his innocence your. 
| ſelves ; ye never called upon me as an evidence 
in the avi); and even thoſe who did appear, ye 
were obliged to en as inſufficient to conyid 
hin. „ any crime. Fully perſuaded of his inno. 
cence, and too raſhly preſuming upan your inte. 
grity, I thought he would certainly have been 
acquitted : But now he is condemned, the appre- 
henſions of his death fill my ſoul with horror: 
I am conſcious I have betrayed the innocent | 
blood, and now under the tormenting agonies of 
remorſe, I publickly confeſs my crime, I bear 
the ſhame, and abandon with abhorrence the ac- 
curſed bribe, Think ſeriouſly what you do; re- 
ver let that cruel and unjuſt ſentence be carried 
into execution, leaſt his righteous blood ſhoull 
cry aloud for vengeance on the whole nation, and 
eſpecially upon wy the wr etched author of hi 
death. 

All this made no impreſſion on the Prieſts, who 
only replied, What is that to us? If you baſcly 
betrayed him into our hands, you muſt ſee to 
that : But as for our part, we have found him 
guilty, not indeed by the teſtimony of witneſſes, 
but by his own confeſſion, which ſurely. is ſuff- 


_ cient to condemn any criminal: He is a bla- 


phemer, an impoſtor, and therefore muſt die. At 
theſe words Judas threw down the money in the 
Temple, and deſpairing of forgiveneſs, either 
from God or man, he departed, and retired into 
a loncly Place, where the ruins of an antient 
| "ing ding) 


* 


building, and the dark gloom of a tall cypreſs 


aggravations of his crime aroſe full to view, like 


the following words 

Ah wretch that I am, whither ſhall I go—go 
where I will my guilt attends me, vengeance 
S purſues me I have betrayed the innocent 
E bood—my beſt Friend——the greateſt of Pro- 
W phets yea the Son of God, and the long- 
expected Meſſiah— O horrible crime ! committed 


ed againſt the ſtrongeſt light. done with the 
1d greateſt deliberation—and againſt repeated admo- 
ni nitions.— In league with his mortal enemies, 
his and yet under the appearance of friendſhip, I ſa- 
ue my maſter, and kiſſed him with a perfidion; 
bo mile O curſed love of gain, what haſt thou 
done! —long have I been thy wretched ſlave 
" long have I robbed the poor to encreaſe my 
him WF ficre.—Ng++ I am undone—no wealth could 
lic, safe my guilty ſoul, kingdoms are trifles now to 
uff“ WW me, I feorn them all-—He is now condemned, all 
laſ- bores of life are gone, —Why did I not believe 
bs words? He told me that he would ſuffer 
the many things of the Chief Prieſts and Elders, and 
ther at laſt be put to death; and muſt I be the guilty 
ine aufe of all his woe—O tormenting thought, 
jen bes can 1 endure thee How can L lire when 
ing eg : 
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tree, o'erhanging the wall, and ſpreading its 
boughs of deathly hue, gave additional horror to 
his guilty mind. In this diſmal ſolitude, all the 


ſo many fiends from the deeps of hell; groaning 
with agony for a little time, at length he uttered 
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he is dead—neither ſolitude, nor ſociety can piye 

me eaſe.— O monſter of the human race, 2 

companion only for devils like myſelf. —— ſhall 

J pray to God? no, I cannot; my fin is greater | 

than can be forgiven.— The irrevocable ſentence 

is already paſt; I heard it laſt night from him- 

ſelf ; * Wo to him by whom the Son of Man 

« js betrayed, it had been good for that man if 

& he had not been born.“ paid no regard to 

his words then, but I feel their awful meaning | 

now——curſed be the day when I was born, 

and the moment when 1 breathed the vital air,— 

1 finned wilfully, preſuming that his goodneſs 

would eaſily forgive me: — Will he now forgive! 

no, he cannot, he never will reverſe the awful 

doom. Shall I force my way through the guards 
which ſurround him, and throw myſelf proſttate 

at his feet? No, the ſight of theſe very guards 

Vould encreaſe my torment ; for how could | 

„» behold him in that wretched condition? The 

piercing eyes, and gentle looks of him J betrayed, 

would only encreaſe the flames of hell already 

kindled in my accurſed breaſt. —-Heaven and 

earth are againſt me; God and all his angels are 

my foes men and devils abhor me—the cloud: 

above frown dreadful o'er my guilty head; theſe 

antient ruins ſeem to tremble with horror at m 

crime. —Blaſt me, ye lightnings in a mojienh, 

ye th: catning walls cruſh my body to the du, 

let ſome raging tempeſt carry me hence on its fu. 

3 TiO wings, nd daſh me headlong on * 
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tant mountain's craggy top, or drown me in the 


roaring deep O earth] how canſt thou bear 
tte load of ſo much guilt ! Open thy wide de- 


vouring jaws, and fink me ten thouſand thouſand 
fathoms below the regions of the dead Thy 
light, O ſun, torments "a, and life, ſo dear to 


all, is now a curſe to me.——O thou God in 


heaven above, grant a 8 but one favour— 
the laſt favour he ever ſhall deſire of thee; blot 


me out of thy creation, and let all pain, all ſenſe, 


thought, and recollection for ever ceaſe. —Will 
nothing hear me, will nothing give me help? 


0 gent; to thee I call? thou laſt refuge of FR 


ſtracted miſery, come and end my woes. — Since 


3 3 will help, I' help myſelf— Theſe hands, 


theſe | impious hands received the accurſed bribe, 


theſe very hands ſhall give relief. — That aged : 


tree, that long-extending bough, that ruined wall, 
and this ſtrong girdle, all theſe ſhall help to end 


my curſed days,—oW hat dreadful thoughts are 


tact?! Begone all fear, now welcome death, de- 
ſpair dehes all pain. At theſe words, with wats 
of infernal horror, he aſcends: by a breach in the 
wall, and from a long-extended branch which 
ny over it, he ſuſpends the girdle which ended 
his wretched life: There, in the moſt violent 
agltation, he hung for a little time, till the knot 
looſing, he falls ſuddenly on the point ed ruinous 
heap below, burſt aſunder in the miaſt 

his bowels ouſhed out, 2 
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In the mean time Jeſus, was brought to the 


ee s palace, where, in the judgment-hall 
ſtood a guard of ſoldiers and a number of ſer. 
vants : Theſe being heathens, and the Prieſts 


under the influence of a wicked ſuperſtition, ap- 
prehenſive leaſt they ſhould be defiled by too near 
an approach to ſuch perſons, they refuſed to en- 


ter. The Governor being informed, that a pri. 


ſoner was brought, againſt whom an immediate 


order was demanded for public execution, he 


therefore came out, and deſired to know his crime. 


But they, conſcious of the injuſtice of their own 
PAS "Io uy unwilling that a particular en- 


quiry ſhould be made into that affair, only an- 
ſwered in general, that if he were not a criminal, 


they would not have brougbt him before him. 


of a religious nature, take him. away, and judge 


him according to your own laws, for in theſe 
matters I am an intire ſtranger. He is certainly 


a criminal, ſaid they, for we have judged him al- 
ready, and found him worthy of death ; only as 
it is not lawful for us to puniſh him with that 
degfee of ſeverity, which his crime moſt juſtly 
deſerves, we demand an order from you, for his 
immediate crucifixion, Why, ſaid the Gover- 


g * 
* 


To which the Governor replied, If his crime be 


- 


nor, the man may be innocent for ought I know, 
and would you have me to condemn him without 
knowing his crime? You muſt therefore exhibit 9 
an accuſation againſt him, or I abſolutely refuſe 
Ih to Ae in this affair, Ni now under bY 
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fence, and knowing the dependance of the Go- 


him of ſedition, affirming with the greateſt con- 
\ fidence, that he had frequently attempted to per- 
vert the minds of the people from their due obe- 
dience to the Roman government, forbidding to 


them, and therefore entering into the judgment- 
hall, and ſeating himſelf upon the Tribunal, he 


let us hear therefore what you have to tay in 


T have frequently taught in the Temple, and in 
time, have you ever heard any thing of me that 
the clamour and tumult that is now raiſed againſt 


| N me, is founded _— upon. £ this am- 
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a neceſſity of charging him with ſome capital of- 


vernor upon the Roman Emperor, they accuſed 


pay tribute to Cæſar, and declaring that he him- 
ſelf was the Meſſiah, the only King of the 
Jews. Pilate hearing theſe things, found- it 
bighly neceſſary to enquire into the truth of 


ſpoke to Jeſus in the following words:“ You 
«© have now heard the crimes laid to your charge, 
« you are allowed to ſpeak in your own defence; 


“ your own vindication.“ » 

To this Jeſus replied, with a countenance ang 
voice, calm, deliberate, and majeſtic ; You have 
now for ſome time held the government of Judea 55 


the ſynagogues, upon every public oceaſion, both 
in the city and in the country: During all this 


could give you offence, or had the leaſt appear- 
ance of ſedition? Or do you proceed only upon 


me ? If ſo, take heed that you be not impoſed ; 
upon, for you will find, that the accuſation laid 
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| biguity of a ſingle word; they tell you, I pre- 


tend to be King of the Jews, and from thence 


would make you believe that I am an enemy to 
 Cxfar ; but that is not the caſe, for I have no 


intention to eſtabliſh a worldly Kingdom in op- 
poſition to the Roman Government; my deſigns 
are of a quite different nature. Then, ſaid Pilate, 
Jam no Jew, I know not your intentions, nor in 
What ſuperſtitious ſenſe you may uſe certain words; 


the Rulers of your people, who are the beſt 


_ judges of theſe matters, have brought you before 
me as a perſon engaged in ſeditious practices, and 


it this be not the truth of the matter, pray let me 
know what it is. To this Jeſus replied, I have 


indeed propoſed to etect a Kingdom, but then 


it is entirely different from the kingdoms of this 


world, and has no tendency to create any diſtur- 


bance in the civil government. Had I formed a 
deſign to aſſume the royal power, I would, like 


all other kings, have commanded my ſervants to 
fight for me; but this I abſolutely forbad them 
to do, yea | exhorted them to be ſubject to the 
higher powers, to render to Cæſar the things 


£ that are Cæſar's, and to God the things that are 
God's; and therefore to tell you the truth plainly, 


my Kingdom is wholly of a ſpiritual nature, con- 
ſiſting only in the obedience of mens wills and 


affections to the laws of God. Yet after all, 
ſard' Piſate, you muſt acknowledge in general, that 
| you have taken upon you the title of a King! 4 
It is true, replied Jeſus ; but then it is only in 
the } 
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the ſenſe I have now explained the word. Foe © | 
this end was I born, and for this purpoſe came ' Ii 
I into the world, that J might bear witneſs to the 1 
truth; there is no compulſion | in my Kingdom, 
neither ſhall the ſword ever be drawn to ſupport 
my authority. I came only to publiſh the laws } 
of God to the inhabitants of this world, and to 1 
enforee obedience by the rewards and puniſh- | 
ments of a world to come. Whoever then ſin« 
cerely loves, and is ready to embrace the truth, 
he will hear my e, be convinced by it, 
and faithfully obey it. 

After this 8 Pilate deſcended from. 
the Tribunal, and came to the door of the com- 
mon hall, where he ſpoke to the Prieſts and El- 
ders in the following words. ” 

I have now examined this man whom ye! 
brought before me as a ſeditious perſen, and a. 
Pretender to the kingdom of Judah, and after the 
ſtricteſt enquiry I find no fault in him. I know 

not indeed what particular doctrines he may have 

taught contrary to any of your religious opinions, 
neither is it my. buſineſs to Join of theſe mat- 
ters: But as to the government, I do not find 
that ever he attempted to raiſe any commotion, - 
or laid claim to any authority in this province. 
At theſe words the Jews were enraged, and eried 

out vehemently ; be aſſured, Sir, this man is a, 

dangerous and ſeditious perſon, - for not only Ju- 
dea, but all the people of Galilee, can in like 

manner bear witneſs to what we ſay; * i 
H * | 


170. THE MESSIAH, - Bock v. 
yelled over all the country, and ſpread his doc- 
trine in every place, from the borders of Galilee 
to this city, Pilate therefore finding upon en- 
quiry, that Jeſus came from that country, and 
generally dwelt there, he thought with himſelf, 
that this cauſe. belonged more properly to the 

cognizance of Herod. For this reaſon, as well 
as to diſengage himſelf from the importunity of 
| the Jews, and from an affair ſo odious and per- 
Flexing, he ſent him to Herod, being at that 
time at Jeruſalem, on account of the feaſt, As 
ſoon therefore as Jeſus appeared, Herod was ex- 

| axeding glad to have an opportunity of conver- 
fing with him, for he had long deſired to fee 
him, becauſe of the wonderful reports he had 
often heard concerning him; and now he expec- 
ted to ſatisfy his own curioſity, and divert his 
court with the ſight of ſome aſtoniſhing mira» 
les. Here again be was accuſed of ſedition by 
me Chief Prieſts in the fame manner as he had 
bveen before Pilate: But conſcious of his inno- 
cence, and knowing that the falſehood of theſe 
accuſations was abundantly elear to Herod, he 
therefore made no reply, Herod now obſerving 
F the bitter and malicious ſpirit of his perfecutors, | 
declared publickly, that the crimes alledged a- 
._  gainſt him, could be ſupported by no ſufficient 
evidence; ſo far, ſaid he, are theſe accufations || 
from being true, eſpecially in Galilee, that tho“ 
J have for ſome years paſt, heard many extraot- 
abet Hhiogs * this _— yet 1 2 f 
hear 
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| heard any charge him with ſedition; and though 
vaſt multitudes have followed him through the 
country to hear his doctrine, yet I never knew of 
of any riot, mob, or inſurrection, occaſioned by 
his followers ; ſo far from that, to ſpeak impar-- 
tially, I have always found thefe men, who had 
the ſtrongeſt attachment to his perſon, to be the 
moſt peaceable ſubjects in Galilee, I therefore 
look upon the accuſation as wholly falſe and ma- 
licious. After this, to ſatisfy his own curioſity. 
Herod put ſeveral queſtions to Jeſus ; Tell me,. 
ſaid he, who you are, for various are the reports 
concerning you; ſome imagine you are Elias, or 
Jeremias, or one of the antient Prophets returned 
to this world; others ſuppoſe you to be John: 
the Baptiſt leo from the dead ; which of theſe- 
do you. pretend to be ? To this be made no re- 
ply. What, ſaid Herod, are you aſhamed, or 
afraid to give an account of yourſelf? A Prophet ; 
you certainly pretend to be, I have often heard 
of your miracles, but neyer ſaw them ; now is 
the time to give us a proof of your extraordinary 
power, if you have any; let us ſee what you 
ean do, But Jeſus knowing his licentious cha- 
rater and unworthy diſpoſition, did not think 
Proper to exert his power, either to ſave his own. 
life, or to gratify the vain and trifling curioſity 
of à wicked Prince ; he therefore gave no an- 
ſwer to his queſtions, nor would he ſatisſy his 
unreaſonable demands. Herod now diſeppointed 
of his Dope, and offended at his Wonee,. * | 
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to treat him in a ridiculous manner. This fel. 


low, ſaid he, is ſullen, ſtupid, or afraid to ſpeak 
in the preſence of his ſuperiors z this ſhows his 


low birth and mean breeding: Your military ap. 


afance, ſaid he, turning to his officers, haz 
inſpired his ſoul with terror ; ſure he muſt look 
formidable at the head of an army: Who would 
not tremble at the preſence of ſuch a King? He 
is now in diſguiſe, let him therefore be clothed 


in apparel becoming his Majeſty. Accordingly, 


in cruel deriſion, he was immediately dreſſed in 


a purple robe, and for ſome time, made the ludi- 


erous object of inſolent ſcorn and diverſion by 
Herod and his court. Having ſuffered theſe in- 


dignities with undiſturbed meekneſs and ſerenity, 


he was then ſent-back to Pilate, who after re- 


ceiving an account of what had paſs'd, call'd 
upon the Chief Prieſts, and PO to em! in the 
following words: 
ou have brought this man ham: before me, 
2s a feditious perſon, a diſturber of the govern- 
ment, and a ſeducer of the people; but I told 
| you, that after the moſt impartial enquiry, I have Wl 
found ho fault in him: Even Herod himſelf, who 


is of your own religion, and underſtands your 
laws and cuſtoms better than I, who am a Ro- 
mam; even be, I fay, has found no truth in your 


accuſation: Sure neither Herod nor J are of his 


party; we have no expectations from him, we | 
hold our authority under Cæſar, and could we | 


find any evidence * him, we would readily | 
comply 4 
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comply with your demands. If he looks upon 
himſelf as a King, he is ſurely a very harmleſs 
one, there is nothing formidable in his appear- 
ance, for you ſee, he is neither able to defend 
himſelf, nor injure you; he has neither guards 
to attend him, nor riches to ſupport. him, nor 
friends to recommend him, nor armies to fight his 
battles and crown him with victory. His pre- 


tenſions to Royalty, joined with the meanneſs of 1 


his appearance, render him only an object of ri- 
dicule and contempt; accordingiy that was all 
the puniſhment Herod thought proper to inflict 
upon him; however, . leaſt ye ſhould think that 
puniſhment too ſlight for his offence, I will order 
him to be ſeverely ſcourged, and then ſet him at 
liberty. But this lenity was ſo diſagreeable to 
| their enraged temper, that they cried aloud for 
immediate death, and nothing leſs than eruci- 
fixion would ſatisfy them. Pilate unwilling to - 
ſhed the blood of an innocent perſon without any 
appearance of guilt, demands of them again, 
What cvil he had done ? as for my part I find no 
fault in him, much leſs any crime deſerving of 
death, But this did only exaſperate their rage, 
and made them more clamorous for ſpeedy exe- 


cution. Now when the noiſe had ceaſed a little, 


ſome among the multitude, who hitherto had re- 
garded him as a great Prophet, and inwardly re- 
ſenting the cruel and unjuſt proſecution. carried 
on againſt him by the Chief Prieſts, thought of 
an expedient to ſet him at liberty, by 9 2 
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ganea with reſentment againſt the daring impoſtor! 
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Ing the releaſe of a priſoner as uſually he had 
1 at the time of the feaſt. To this he readily 
- agteed, and offered to their choice Jeſus or Ba. 
| tabbas, Allowing them a little time for delibe- 
ration, he went into the hall, and thus he rea- 
ſoned within himſelf : There is certainly no 
compariſon between theſe two men; | Jeſus I 
know has been greatly admired, and followed by 
the multitude ; the Chief Prieſts and Elders are 


ſurely prefet him in their choice, to that infatnous 
wretch Barabbas ; now certainly he'll be releaſed, 
While Pilate thus thought within himſelf, Alex“ 
ander the mortal enemy of Jeſus, uſed all the 
power of Bis eloquence to direct the people in 
their choice, for in this manner he veipoke ne 
attention. 
"Ye men of Iſrael, take heed what ye do, for 
upon your election matters of the laſt importance 
do evidently depend : There are many here pre. 
ſent who 1:tely attended the retinue of this de- 
ceitful and ambitiohs man, when he entered the 
city riding upon an*aſs; be wiſer now than ye 
were then, and let not his bold and blaſphemous 
pretenſions any longer impoſe upon your credu- 
lity. Are ye not aſhamed of your folly, and 


Is this the deſire of all nations, the King of 

Iſrael, the mighty Prince who was to come, the 
triumphant Meſſiah, whoſe dominion ſhall extend | 
from ſea to ſaa, and from the river to the ends of 


N. 
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the earth? What can ye expect from this man? 
he is neither able to defend himſelf, nor deliver 
you. Where now are his boaſted miracles, which 
de pretended to work as a proof of his divine 

commiſſion ? Has God forſaken him? No; ſay 
_ rather that God was never with him. How 
groſly have ye been deceived ? Had he been the 
Meſſiah, he could eafily have confounded his 


enemies; but being an impoſtor, he is now con- 


founded himſelf, and is ſtricken, ſmitten of God, 
and afflicted. A fooliſh admiration deceived you 


once, let not an effeminate compaſſion deceive 


you now, Barabbas, I grant, is a criminal con- 

demned for robbery and murder, but Jeſus of 
Nazareth is worſe than he, and has been juſtly 
condemned for a blaſphemer. Barabbas has of- 
fered violence to a few individuals, but Jeſus has 
deceived a great part of the nation. Violence 
and bloodſhed raiſe horror and indignation, we 


therefore avoid them; but religious impoſture al- 


lures the unthinking, draws them into the ſnare, 
holds them faſt in the net of intricate deluſion, 
| and makes them even delight in their miſery, 

Barabbas therefore, ought now to be the object 
of your choice, I ſpeak as your friend, the friend 
of my country, and the mouth of our wiſe and 
boly Sanhedrim. Can ye deſpiſe our authority, 

doubt of our integrity, or abandon the intereſt of 
your country for the ſake of a mean and dangerous 
impoſtor ? No, I hope better things from you, 
my dear brethren, apd fellow-cigizens, Think 
Wu. e 1 
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now before it be too late, abandon the man who 


has ſo long deceived you, and let him ſuf:r-the 
juſt reward of his deeds. 


Wich theſe words, the blind, the giddy, and 


ungrateful multitude were eaſily prevailed upon: 
For by this time, the governor impatient to know 
their choice, came out and ſaid unto them, Whom 

will ye now that I releaſe unto you, Jefus, or 


Barabbas ? Then with a loud and enraged voice, 


they all cried out, Away with this man, and re- 


leaſe unto us Barabbas. What then, ſaid the 
governor, ſhall I do with Jeſus, whom they call 


the Meſſiah ? They anſwered again, Let him be 
' crucified, Why, ſaid Pilate, what evil hath he 


done ; would you crucify an innocent man ? Ne- 


W  vertheleſs, to pleaſe your indignation, I will now 


chaſtiſe him, and let him go. But this would 


not ſatisfy, for ſtill they cried out with redoubled 


N fury, Let him be crucified. While the clamour 


thus continued, a ſervant came to the governor 
with a letter from his wife, Claudia Proſculs 
containing theſe words : 


Buy all the gods, I beſeech thee, O Pilate, 
have no hand in gratifying the malice of the 


Jews, by condemning that righteous man now 


before thee, for in my dream this morning, I 


beheld him moſt barbarouſly murdered by the 


Jewiſh prieſts. From his innocent blood which 


ran in ſtreams through the public ſtreet, there 
inſtantly aroſe a flame of fire, ſo furious and 


| 


terrible that nothing could n it. In- 2 
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moment, the city with the adjacent country 
were turned into one dreadful conflagration; the 


terrors of this dream have almoſt diſtracted my 
ſoul, immediately I awoke and found relief; but 
the awful impreſſions ſtill remain upon my 


frighted imagination, Remember that . dreams 
are from Jupiter, and often warn us of what 


ſhall come to paſs. After this, Pilate was de- 
termined if poſſible to ſave his life. He ſaw the 
danger that might ariſe from an enraged multi- 


tude, he thought of Mark Antony, who by 


expoſing to public view the murdered body of 


Julius Cæſar, firſt raiſed the compaſſion of the 
people, and then inflamed their indignation 
againſt his murderers, 


ſcourged. This was immediately done in the 
common hall by the ſoldiers, who ſtripped him 


naked, bound him to a pillar, and ſcourged him 


with unrelenting cruelty, till his tender fleſh 


was torn in pieces, and the payement dyed with 
his precious blood. After that, they clothed 


him in a purple garment, plaited a crown of 


thorns and ſet it on his head, and put a reed in 


his hand by way of a ſceptre : then kneeling 


down before him, they ſaid in deriſion, long 
| © live the king of the Jews” ; after this taking 
the reed out of his hand, they ſmote him on the 
head, till the thorns ſunk into his fleſh.; then A 
did 2 ne in his . ſmite him on the 6 bg ngek, 


Accordingly with the 
ſame view, he ordered Jeſus to be ſeverely 
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| and contempt. All this he endured with un. 
| ſhaken fortitude, aſtoniſhing meekneſs, and pati. 
ence invincible. In this deplorable. condition, 
Pilate brought him forth, dreſſed in the orna. 
ments of mock majeſty, with his head, his face, 
and his body das with blood, and while 
/ they fixed their eyes attentively- upon him, the 
[i governor addreſſed the multitude in the following 
words. | 
— 1 Behold now the man ſo en ie of ute, 
— the man who taught in your temple, and healed | 
pour deceaſed friends; ſee how innocent and 
| mild he looks, not a frown in his countenance, 
| nor an angry word ever drops from his tongue ; 
behold the ſtrange reverſe of fortune, not long 
ago ye followed him in crowds, wondering at all 
he ſaid, and did; now ye perſecute him with 
rage and fury who never did you Wrong. dee 
the ludicrous garb in which he is clothed, this 
erown of thorns how it ſinks into his fleſh, Be- 
hold that peaceful countenance ſtained with | 
blood ! is not this ſufficient to gratify your fe- 

ſentment, and to excite compaſſion in your hearts! 
| have ye no mercy, no pity to a poor harmleſs 
and afflicted man ? is it poſſible ye can be fo far 
diveſted of all juſtice and humanity, as to reject 
an innocent perſon, and chooſe in his ſtead a 
wretch condemned for ſedition and murder, | 
„„ find no fault in him, Herod found none, why 
Bae will ye be ſo EY his life depends | 
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upon your word, ſpeak that word and he ſhall 
live, But all this made no impreſſion upon their 
cruel and unrelenting hearts, for no ſooner had 
he ſpoken, than they cried aloud as before, 
« away with him, crucify him, crucify him,” 
Pilate now finding that inſtead of demanding a 
| favour of him, they ſeemed rather to ſrighten 
bim into a compliance by the appearance of a 
general mutiny ; he therefore told them with a 
ſ-vcre and angry tone, ſeeing ye are ſo obſtinate 
and implacable that he muſt needs be crucified, 
go then, execute your own eruel ſentence upon 
kim, and lay your account to anſwer for it in a 
proper time and place. As for my part it ſhall 
never be done with my conſent nor by my autho- 
"rity, Immediately one of the Priefts cried out, 
we are much ſurprized at your preſent conduct, 
for although you ſhould find no proofs of ſedition 
againſt him, yet he is certainly worthy of death 
For according to our law, a man who pretends . 
to be a Prophet ought to ſuffer death, Now this 
he has boldly done, yea more than this, for he 
pretends to be no leſs than the Son of God, 
which is the. higheſt degree of blaſphemy. We 
therefore expect you will give immediate orders. 
for his execution. 
At theſe words Pilate was amazed, and pauſing 
a little, he ſaid within himſclf, what man is 
this? J have heard many ſurprizing reports con- 
cerning him, the Jews have argued againſt him 
In a ſtrange and inconſiſtent manner, and now at 
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186 THE MESSIAH. Book V, 
laſt, they have brought a new accuſation againſt 
him of a nature quite extraordinary ; perhaps 
ſome hero, ſome demi-god now ſtands before 
me; 1 muſt enquire further into this matter, 
an uncommon terror poſſeſſes my mind. Alfter 
theſe thoughts he returned again into the judg- 
ment ſeat. And while Jeſus ſtood before him, 
he enquired who he was, whence he came, of 
what family he was deſcended, and who were 
his immediate parents? to theſe queſtions Jeſus 
made no reply. Pilate then ſurprized at his 
ſilence, ſaid to him, Why do not you anſwer ? 
are you not ſenſible that I have power either to 
releaſe you, or to crucify you as I think proper. 
To this he replied, I could eafily ſecure myſelf 
in ſuch a manner, that neither you nor the Jews 
could do me any injury; but I know it is the 
will of God, my heavenly Father, from whom 
your power is derived, that for great and good 
ends I ſhould now by their malice be delivered 
into your hands; and ſeeing it is fo, and that 
they urge you with ſo much importunity to put 


me to death, 1 muſt needs ſay, that your com- 


pliance with their demands, is far leſs criminal, 
than their unprovoked malice and cruelty 1 in tak- | 
ing away my life, | 

© Pilate having heard theſe words, and admiring 
bis modeſty, meekneſs, and innocent deport- | 
ment, came out again and thus beſpoke the mul- | 
titude, _—_ 
- $64] 
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The more I enquire into the actions of this 
man, the more am I convinced of his innocence, 
His conduct is truly amazing; he diſcovers no 
reſentment againſt you for all the indignities ye 
have put upon him, ſuch meekneſs, patience, for- 


titude, and magnanimity under ſufferings have I 


never ſeen nor heard of before; ye have brought 
a new and ſtrange accuſation acdink him ; but 
that has no conneQion with the crimes wicker 


| bid to his charge. He calls himſelf the Son of 
| God, you ſay, and for ought I know it may be 


true.: I have heard ſo many things of an extra- 
ordinary nature told of him, by perſons of un- 


doubted veracity, that I am inclined to believe 


there is ſomething in his charaQter that approaches 


to divinity, and far ſurpaſſes the reſt of men. I 


have enquired into his original, his parents and 


family, to all which he gave me no anſwer, yet 
his ſilence did not appear to ariſe from ſullenneſs, 


conſcious guilt, or confuſion, but from an in- 


ward greatneſs of mind, and a ſubmiſſion to the 


will of heaven, to which he refers all his ſuf- 
ferings, We have had men of our own nation 
who were deſcended from the gods, and were al- 
ways diſtinguiſhed from others by ſome extraor- 


dinary actions. Now, if this man be the Son of 


your God, what daring impiety will ye be guilty 
of, if ye now in the violence of your indignation, 
put him to an infamous death? Beware then 
what ye do; ſome of the greateſt men of anti- 


hui, che wiſe awgiverd, and the bak Hawk 
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of their country have fallen victims to the igno. 


ni: 

rance, the envy, and the malice of an enraged 41 
faction. I am apprehenſive this is now the caſe, of 
Therefore ſet bounds to your wrath, be governed MW «© 

by juſtice and humanity, let Barabbas ſuffer the | co 
reward of his crimes, and let this man go. free, 50 
Theſe words were delivered with ſuch a de- de. 

gree of warmth as ſufficiently expreſſed what 2 w 
high opinion the governor had of his innocence, | his 
and how-anxious he was to ſave his life, But all pre 
was in vain; for the Chief Pricſts had ſo in- rui 
flamed the puſſtions, and confirmed the prejudices ant 
of the multitude, that neither the authority of the wh 
governor, nor the force of reaſon, nor the dic- anc 
rates of equity, nor the feclings of humanity, die 
were any longer regarded; for at length they pro- , 

. eceded to indirect threatnings againſt Pilate him- Jer 

' fetf, to whom Alexander boldly addreſſed the a d 
following words, of 
We ſee you are fully determined to let thi gio 

man go, notwithſtanding our juſt complaints, and nat 
earneft demands to the contrary: But conſider Is i 
before jt be too late, how you will anſwer for no 
pour conduct when called to account before the WWF aga 
'. Emperor ? Here is 2 man who pretends to be a 
King of the Je vs, one who only waits for a coi” wer 
venient opportunity ta make himſelf the abſolute the 
Lord and Maſter of this province, We have Bill rag 


brought him to your tribunal-; we have & 

manded juſtice, and tho' you hold your authority 

from Cæſar, yet you. have refuſed to inflict pu 
nien 
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niſhment upon him. Remember then, that any 
man who ſets up for a King, without the conſent 
of Tiberius, is his avowed enemy, and if you 
ſet this man free, you are not Cæſar's friend; 
conſider there fore your own danger, and prefervs 
your authority, by granting immediately the juſt 
demands of the people. At theſe words Pilate 
id, knowing well the jealous temper of 
Tiberius.” and how eaſily a wrong re- 
preſentation of theſe proceedings might prove his 
ruin: He had no longer any courage to withſtand, 
and therefore returning to the public tribunal, 
which ſtood in a balcony belonging to his Palace, 
and paved with marble, he thus ſpoke in the au- 
dience of the multitude. TS 
Behold, O ye hard-hearted and implacable 
Jews, this poor man, whom ye have accuſed of 
a deſign to make himſelf your King : He is one 
of your own nation, a teacher of your own reli- 
gion, a man of wonderful meekneſs and good- 
nature, what pleaſure can ye take in his death ? 
Is it poſſible ye can be all of one mind, and that 
no man will ſpeak a word in his behalf? Here, 
again, the cry roſe with redoubled fury, ©* Away 
* with him, crucify him, crucify him.” - There 
were indeed ſome who inclined to mercy ; but 
the fear of the Prieſts, and the dread of an en- 
raged mob, made them keep ſilent. Pilate now 
Teng their obſtinate madneſs, anſwered them in 
a ſcornful manner, Why, ſhall I crucify your 2 
King? Te which they replied, We "Eg no 


| 8 : ws. 


| 
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| a Could prevail, that nothing but clamour and 


* ands, and gave an oftier to the centurion 
f and foldiers who a little before had ſcourged him, 
that immediately he ſhould be conducted to mount 
Calvary, and there publickly crucified, How- 


and waſhed his hands before the multitude, ſay- 
ing, I call the gods to witneſs m my innocence, 


my power to ſave, his life; I found no fault in 
him, but by your threatnings, riot, and clamo- 


| me to condemn. him, and therefore if ever the 
8 righteous gods, who are the avengers of oppreſſed 


into this -aFairg all the guilt of this unjuſt and 


SY 
NO hes ed 
WAL op 


= theſe words the Jews cried out with a voice of 
b % e triumph and malicious joy, “ his blood 


* bear the blame, 8 and anſwer for W. 


in tp Cefar, whoſe intereſt yon ſcem to 
0 ged. When Pilate ſaw that no arguments 


en 7 — the None wind. 


YE" Ye mae 


ever, to ſignify with how much reluctance he had 
_ paſſed the unjuſt ſentence, he called for water, 


and ye yourſelves know, that I have done all in 
Tous importunity,* ye have in a manner compelled 
innocence, or the Roman feniate, ſhall enquire / 
cruel! proſecutfon ſhall be laid to your charge, for | 


I am innocent of the blood of this juſt man, At 


be upon us and upon our children, we Will 
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102 THE MESSIAH. Bock VI. 
ARABBAS being releaſed, and Jeſus con. 
I demned to the croſs, the ſoldiers immedi. | 
ately ſtripped him of the purple robe, clotheq 
him in his own garments, and laying on his 
painful ſhoulders, already torn with the ſcourge, 
that panderous beam on which he was condemned 
to die ; away he is led through the public ſtreets 

5 amid an innumerable an of ſpedctators to 
Mount Calvary, the place of public execution. 
But exhauſted by this time with a variety of the 
bittereſt ſorrows and excruciating pains, he 
fainted under the deadly weight of his croſs, But 
accidentally meeting on the road one Simon of \ 
Cuyrene, him they compelled to bear it after him, 
|, Now among the vaſt crowd which followed to 
. _ this execution, there were many perſons, eſpecialh 
women, the relations and acquaintances of Jeſus 
and his Diſciples, who could not behold this fad 
ſpectacle of ſuffering innocence without the bit- 
tereſt grief and lamentation. When Jeſus ob- 
' 1 © ſerved this, be lifted up his countenance blood) 
3 1505 disfigured, and ſaid unto them, Xe daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem, weep not for me: e 
* this would come to paſs, and I bear it wich 
e reſignation to the will of God: But weep 

. for yourſelves and for your children, for behold 

the days of vengeance are coming ſpeedily upon 
this wieked nation, when the wretched parents 

_ hall ſay in the agony of diſtreſs, Bleſſed ate de 


vombs that. never bare, and the breaſts , 
EET. " oy 
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gaye ſuck ; yea, ſo dreadful ſhall the deſolation | 
be, that they ſhall cry to the mountains, Fall 
upon us, and to the hills cover us; for if Gl 
permits the innocent, for wiſe and good ends, 
to ſuffer ſo. much infamy and torment. as I now 
bear, how dreadful do you think ſhall be the ven- 
geance of an offended God, when he comes in 
righteous judgment to puniſh this incorrigible na- 
tion ? Theſe words he pronounced with an air of 
the moſt tender ſorrow and compaſſion, not like 
an angry vindictive man who rejoices in the de- 
ſtruction of his enemies. In the mean time two 
criminals, convicted of robbery, were led to exe- _ 
cution along with him. This was intended by 
the Chief Prieſts, the more effectually to impoſe 
upon the multitude, who might be induced 
thereby to belieye that Jeſus was as great a ma. 
lefactor as they. At length he arrived at Gglgo- 
tha, the fatal place where the guilty uſed to ſuf - 
fer the juſt reward of their deeds. - Hete' fome of 
his friends preſented him a cup of wine mingled 
with myrrh, with a defign to fortify his exhauſted 
ſpirits, and render him inſenſible againſt the ter- 
tors of approaching death; but this he refuſed 
to drink, being fully determined to ſuffer the 
worſt that malice could inflict, Immediately he 
is ſtripped. of his garments, lifted from the 
ground, and nailed to the croſs, while ſtreams bf 
blood run down from his wounded hands and 
ſeet. In like manner the two thieves Werk gru- 
cited, the one on his right hand, and the other 
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- 194 THE MESSIAH. Book VI. 
on his left. But that all might know him from. 14 
| thoſe guilty wretches, an inſcription was written 
by Pilate on the tranſverſe beam of the croſs, in 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, containing theſe 
words in capitals, «© JESUS OF NAZARETH, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS,” At theſe 
words many of the Jews were highly offended, 
locking upon it as a public affront offered to 
their nation, and therefore they begged of the 
_ governor that he would write in their ſtead, the 
pretended King of the Jews : But he being 
highly provoked with their inſolence already, and 
intending thus far to do juſtice to an innocent 
perſon, poſitively refuſed to make any alteration, 
No ſooner was he fixed to the croſs, than the 
1 four ſoldiers who were his executioners, began 
do divide his garments, which was all the pro- 
perty he had on earth. His inner coat being 
woven without any ſeam, they were unwilling 
to hor and therefore caſt lots whoſe it ſhould 
be, While he hung in the moſt exquilite t tor- 
ments upon the croſs, a ſtrange mixture of 
mournful Rmentations, and triumphant {corn was 
heard among the ſpectators. His aMiteNfriends 
bewailed his death in à flood of tears: But his 
cruel enemies inſulted him with the bittereſt ſeoſs 
and taunting reproaches ; for thus they railed on 
MM him, ſaying, © Ah, thou baſe and deceitful man, 
| <4 who pretended to deſtroy our Temple, and 
build it in three days, give us a proof of your: 


«6 * miraculous power now at this time, when Jou 
| hae 
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8 have ſo much need of it yourſelf ; come dow] 
4 from the croſs, if you are able. If you be the 

« Son of God, as you pretend, what ſhould hinder 

« yo ou? But all your pretenſions we ſee are vain 
Ie ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave : If 
« he be the King of Iſrael, why does he not 
« come down ? Let him once do that, and then 
« we'll believe on him; he truſted in God that 
« he would deliver him, but we ſee his vain pre- 

« ſumption, for God regards him not.” Too al! 
theſe inſulting ſpeeches he made no reply; bu 
looking to the heavens with a countenance full 
of the deepeſt ſorrow, and expreſſive of the moſt 
2gonizing pain, he cried aloud, “Father for- 
« oive them, for they know not what they do.” 
At the ſame time one of the robbers which were 
crucified with him, being a man of a deſperately 
| wicked and incorrigible temper, ſaid to him in a 
diſcontented and ſullen manner ; If you be the 
Meſſiah, why don't you come Joh from the 
creſs and ſave yourſelf and us ? But the other, 
who was of a quite different diſpoſition, patient 
under his ſufferings, becauſe he knew they were 
juſt, attentive to the conduct of Jeſus, convinced 
of his innocence, and fully perſwaded - that he 
was the Meſſiah, being ſhocked at the wicked- 
neſs of his companion, rebuked him, ſaying, 
How can you be ſo void of the fear of God, and 
| lo deſperately .igſenſi.le of your own tondition, 
as to- inſult a dying perſon, and one who is alto- 
Fer? innocent; while you and Lare in the ſame 
1. _ Htuation, | 
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| ſaid, Lord, I belive you to be the Meſſiah, and 


3 pangs of their dying Lord. No language can 


eyes to the croſs on which he hung : But cent 
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Mother, and her ſiſter Mary the wife of Cleophas, 


2 friend, all in the deepeſt ſorrow bathed in tears, 
In the agonies of diſtreſs they gazed on every 


mournful ſilence ſhe ſat by the croſs, nor could 


loved Son, groaning in torment, ſtreaming with 
blood, dying like a flave, or as the vileſt male- 
factor, murdered by the hands of cruel and wicked 
7 men, bearing all with meekneſs, praying for his 


| with a flood of tears, ny ſhe troy away 


ſituation, and ſuffer only the juſt reward of out 5 
crimes. Then directing hiraſelF to Jeſus, he 


that after all your ſufferings God will ſurely exalt 
you to a ſtate of great honour and glory; I be. 
ſeech you, therefore, when you come to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of your kingdom, remember me, and haye 
mercy upon me. Fear not, replied Jeſus, for 
before this day be at an end, you ſhall be with 
me in the delightful Region of Paradiſe. - | 

In the mean time, nigh the croſs ſtood ſome 
of his relations and diſciples, particularly his 


and Mary Magdalene, with John his beloved 


feature ſtained with blood, and felt, by ſympathy, 
"deſcribe his afflicted Mother, now a widow. In 


her eyes behold the ſufferings of her tenderly be- 


enemies, ſubmitting patiently to the will of God, 
and expiring with the moſt exalted hopes of 3 
better world. Some times ſhe would lift up her 


founded at the mouraful ſight, her.eyes ſufuſed} 


"a 
# + 
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heaving breaſt could ſcarce contain her throbbing 
heart, almoſt broken with the agonies of wo. 
All this he beheld from the Croſs with the 
ſtrongeſt emotions of ſympathy and filial love. 
At length he addreſled theſe words to his diſcon- 
folate mother: O Woman, thou tendereſt of 


for all ſhall be well, as [ often told you; behold 
the man who till poſſeſſed ſo great a ſhare of my 
affection, regard him henceforth as your only ſon ; 
and you, my deareſt friend, ſaid he to John, re- 
neſs when I am gone. 


gained his meridian height, when all of a ſudden 
his radiant beams began to fade, his face grew 


night. A gloomy horror ſat on every brow: of 
thoughtful men, and terror filled che human 
habitations ; the lowing herds quitting their paſs 


night, while each domeſtic animal retir d in haſte 


Ae, and covered all her works 1 in the k 


I her face, and hid it in her garments, while her 


parents, whom J ſtill regard with my dying 15 
| -breath, be not too much dejeRed on my account, 


gard her as your mother, and treat her with kind-- 


By this time the glorious lamp of day had. 


pale, as if aſtoniſhed at the wickedneſs of men, 
and filled with horror at the ſufferings of the Son 
| of God, he hid himſelf for three long hours be- 
bind the fable and melancholy: veil of antiene 
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breaſt : The affrighted birds fled to their ſolitary 


ture, look'd with unuſual ſadneſs, and the flocks 
flaring round, ſtood amazed at the unexpected | 


do their wonted' ſhelter. —Nature, in the deepeſt 
ſorrow, laid aſide her ſplendid robes of Various | 
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198 THE MESSIAH. Book V. 
eſt mourning ; the fongs of angels ceaſed round 
the throne of God ; the heavenly legions recli. | 
ning on the darkned clouds, beheld his ſufferings 
wi.h a mixture of ſorrow, terror, admiration, 
and ſympathetic love ; while the infernal powers, 
transformed into buzzing inſets, danced with 
malignant joy, and helliſh triumph o'er all the 
neighbouring hills. Yet in the midſt of all their 
exithtion- they felt the tormenting agonies of diſ- 
appointed rage, when they ſaw that nothing 
could diſcompoſe his mind, or inflame his tem- 
per with the leaſt tincture of fell revenge, ſullen 
diſcontent, or gloomy deſpair ; for during all this 
time he hung languiſhing in ſorrow, and declining 
in ſtrength, till three in the afternoon, then 
lifring his eyes to heaven, and pouring out his 
heart to God, he cried aloud, ® My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me; — 
andi inſulted, tortured, and crucified by the 
„ hands of ungratefu] men; they now think! 
„ am abandoned and caft off by thee ; all that 
< ſee me laugh at my ſorrows, and with inſolent 
«« ſcorn they ridicule my dying pains : But thou, 
the everlaſting friend of injured innocence op- 
te preſſed, and afflicted virtue, thou art he who |: 
“ ſent me into this world, and all along haſt 
4 ſupported me. Now, in this my laſt, my 
“ preateſt agony and deepeſt diſtreſs; thou 
© canſt not, wilt not forſake thy well-beloved - 
| © fon, in whom thou art always well pleaſed. 
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* Pfalm xxii, - 40 
6 Behold, 
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60 Behold, O my Father, how my blcod is poured i 
-« out like water, my ſinews are ſtretched, my my 
e bones are disjointed, my heart is melted with - BB 
« a burning heat, my ſtrength is exhauſted, my |} 
« ſpirits fail, my tongue is patched with intole- | 
« rable thirſt, the pangs of death take hold on | 
my afflicted ſoul, and the ſorrows of hell en- 


— — — - — 


7 


« compaſs me about; the aſſembly of the wicked 
« have encloſed me, they pierced my hands and 1 | 
my feet. Be not far from me, O my God, 4 | i 
make haſte and help me when trouble is near, jt | 
« for there is none to help beſides thee.” While N 


he thus prayed, ſome who ſtood by, from the 
ſimilitude of words, miſapprehending what he 
meant, took occaſion from thence to turn his 
prayer into ridicule, for they cried aloud, Now 
he calleth for Elias, let us ſee whither he will 
come and take him down. In like manner, when 
he complained of intolerable thirſt, one of the 
ſoldiers dipt a ſponge in vinegar mingled with 
-wormwood and gall, and fixing it to a. reed, 
reached it up to him on the Croſs.” As ſoon as at 
he had taſted this bitter and bas = 
he turned away his head, and cried with a loud 1 
voice, not like the feeble accents of a dying man, 
but with the ſtrong and maſculine voice of one 
in perfect health: Now, my work is finiſned, 
and all my ſorrows end, into thy hand, O 
i gracious Father, I commit my departing Spi- 
* rit,” Having uttered theſe words, he gently 
_ bowed his head and expired without a gran. 


1 14 
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4 No ſooner had has breathed his laſt, than the 
| ll | earth's foundations began to ſhake, Mount Cal. 
I vary trembled, the ſolid Focks were rent aſunder, 
nnd the ſepulchres of the dead were expoſed to 
BY — view. The amazed ſpectators looked round 
| them, while a deadly paleneſs, and ghaſtly terror 
it on every face, Many condemned their own 
i ; taſhneſs, bewailed their . and ſeemed fully 
1 convinced of his innocence, whom they had ſo 
bafely delivered up to death; for now they ſhook 
8 "their heads, ſmote upon cheie breaſts, and wrung 
their guilty hands, while they returned with fear- 
ful perplexity, and ſtrange conjectures back into 
the city, But the Roman centurion who com- 
manded the ſoldiers that guarded him on the 
1 . croſs, after he had recovered a little From his pas 
mic, thus began: 
£ Sure there never was ſuch a day as this, 
long and horrid darkneſs. begun at noon, and | 
Fearce yet ended; the Moon in her full orb, and 
yet the Sun totally eclipſed, When he expire 
how dreadful was the earthquake See that ama- 
ing cleft made in the ſolid rock —behold how 
the graves ſtand open !—the very dead are tofſed 
..-- out of their ſepulchres ; ſee the ſkulls, the various 
bones how they have been ſcattered here and 
- there upon the hill! What can all this mean? 
The Gods are incenſed againſt the actions of th 
1 All nature ſeemed to ſuffer with this man; 
"doubtleſs he was the Son of God. Herod found 
no fault in him, neither did the governor, et” 1 


Book VI. THE MESSIAH. 201 
vinced of his innocence, all methods were tried 


of proof could be found againſt him; but the 
Jews were implacable. Such mildneſs of temper, 


was never ſeen nor heard of before. Such a love 
to his country, ſuch meekneſs and benevolence, 


dence in the Deity, hope and aſſurance of a fu- 


him to have been a man quite extraordinary, We 


man ; he died like a Philoſopher, but this man 


with tedious and protracted wo; but like a ſtrong. 


own accord; not from neceſſity, but from choice 
not from want of ſtrength, but becauſe he 
inclined to live no longer among ſuch wicked and 


me, and the dreadful prodigies attending his 
death, confound me to ſuch a degree, that I. 
bene know what to think of him: But this 1 
am ſure, he was a righteous man.  Doubileſs he. 
d, ſaid one of the * many wonder 
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to ſave his life, but all were in vain, no manner 


join'd with ſuch majeſtic looks, ſuch a peaceful 
countenance, fo much tranquillity, fortitude, and 
patience, under ſuch baſe and injurious treatment, 


* 
„ ͤKͤ«ͤ«c „ „„ͤ„„„%«bͤꝗ 


even to his bittereſt enemies and perſecutors, 
ſuch tender affections to his relations, ſuch confi- 


ture reward for all his ſufferings; all theſe ſhow 
admire Socrates ; Socrates was far inferior to this 

died like a God. Certainly he was. the Son of _ 
God. How ſtrong and majeſtic were his laſt 


words, not like thoſe of a man quite exhauſted. 


man in perfect health; death l to wait on 
his pleaſure, and one woald think he died of his 


 ungrateful, men. His whole conduct furgettns 5 
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things have I heard of him before this time, and 
though I never gave credit to theſe reports, yet 
now I am inclined, from what I have ſeen this 


day, to believe all that I have heard of him; 
but there he hangs a fad ſpectacle of ſuffering in- 
nocence, and a victim to the envy of malicious 
Jews. 


No ſooner had Jeſus expired on the croſs,” than 
imiadiunely his ſoul entered Hades, or the world 
of departed Spirits. This is a vaſt and bound. 
Jeſs region lying beyond the gates of death. This 


world is divided into two parts by a deep and 


bottomleſs gulph through which one can ever 


paſs. That to the right, called Paradiſe, admits 


none but the juſt, who having paſſed through a 


ſtate of trial upon earth, enter therein, and live 


in a ſtate of pure intelligence, till after a certain 


period they enter again into their bodies, made 


then incorruptible and immortal. Into the left 


enter the ſouls of wicked men at death, there 


they are confined as in a doleful priſon, till the end 


of this world, when they are again embodied, and 
ſuffer the full and adequate puniſhment of their 


erimes. In this ſtate, excluded from the material 
world, the lively remembrance of their former 


actions and enjoyments remain continually i in their 


view. Here conſcious of the paſt, and fearful of 


the future, they ſuffer the moſt tormenting re- 


morſe, A ſtrong imagination combines their 
various thoughts, and forms ten thouſand different. 
ſcenes . of e anguiſh, An e . 
n . bay. 1725 
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train of horrible viſions far more terrible than 


the dreams of a guilty wretch ſtained with inno- 


cent blood, paſſes in continual ſucceſſion through 
their minds, from which they can never awake, 


till the found of the laſt trumpet awakes them 


from the dead, to greater and more laſting Pains. 
In paradiſe, the righteous, tho? excluded from the 
world of ſenſe and fleſh, do nevertheleſs remem- 


ber all that is paſt 3 with joy they reflect upon 
every virtuous action, and triumph in the aſſured 
hope of a more perfect ſtate of everlaſting bliſs, 
Here fancy, guided by the pureſt reaſon, forms 
innumerable -ſcenes of raviſhing delight. No 


painful thought, no tormenting paſſion, can ever 


diſturb the ſweet ſerenity of their minds; nothing 
but ſocial love, and mutual joy, and peaceful 


_ contemplation fill their fouls: with continual ſatiſ- 
faction. 


ment * x I 


Here the ſoul of Jeſus entetet 
expired on the croſs. 


inconceivable delight. 
congratulations * 4 


the gates of death, we give thee welcome to 


bleſſed world. All hail, he ſaid again, to bore 3 


14 multitudes. which food around 
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No dreams of pureſt innocence and 
perfect health, can be compared with that happy 
ſtate of intelle æuel Renn and mental e 


as ſoon as 1 
In a moment all his pans 
and forrow fled away, he felt immortal joy, and 
As ſoon as he entered, 
thouſands of bleſſed ſpirits ſaluted him with joyful 
Hail, mighty Saint, they ſlid, Alf 
for greater thou appeareſt than all that ever paſs'd - 


earth no doubt many of you have heard of me, 


and longed for my appearance; and thou, Adam, 


firſt of men (for he then ſtood before the Meſ. 


fiah) thou great parent of the human race, I 
It was I who promiſed to you 


. know thee well. 

in the Garden of Eden © that the ſeed of te 
« woman ſhould bruiſe the head of the ſerpent”: 
And thou, Abraham, my antient friend, it was I 


who promiſed < that in thy ſeed all the nations 


of the earth ſhould be bleſſed.” With thee 
I converſed in the plains of Mamre, immediately 
before I deſtroyed the cities of Sodom and Go. 


morrha, And all ye holy Prophets, who foretold 


at different times the coming of the Meſſiah, it 

was I who gave you the ſpirit of inſpiration; 
and lo I am the perſon of whom ye wrote. For 
when the fulneſs of the time was come, I laid 
aide my former glory, I took upon me the form 


of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs af 


men. I am the ſeed: of the woman, for I was 
born of a Virgin —I am the ſeed of Abraham acr 
cording to the feſn, a rod of the Stem of 


4. Jeſſe, and a branch out of bis roots.“ In me 


all your predictions are accompliſhed, I was de- 


ſpiſed and rejected of men, a man of ſorrows, 
{ - And acquainted with grief; I was wounded for 


your tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for your iniqui- 


ties 3 I was cut/off out of the land of the living, 
for the tranſgreſſions of my people was I ſmitten; 
I. came to mine own, but mine own received me 
not ; vlinded.: * their Pn. and led mw | 
3 * 
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by vicious paſſions, they condemned me to death 
as an Impoſtor ;, my body even now hangs upon 
the croſs, and here I arrive from the ſtate of trial 


with the duſt ; here the exalted powers of. your 


| Rate of pure intelligence; but while ye remain 
entirely ſeparated from the material world, your 


ſations af providence. 


and immortal. 

now only ſupply the materials of your preſent 
gelegen and enjoyment : 
coming when your minds ſhall be enlarged 


an eter..z] ſucceſſion of joys inconceivable, 
Jam come to give you the 


Here 


ariſe from the dead, than ſo! 
low me to life again, appear ag 
Geead with me into the bene: 
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without ſpot and blemiſn. Ye have all paſſed 
the gates of death, and your bodies lie mingled 


rational nature now act without controul in the 


happineſs muſt be incompleat, for-in that world, 8 
which extends through boundleſs regions, the in- 
finite perfe tions of my Father are diſplayed in an 
endleſs variety of objects, and amazing difpen- 
Theſe ye cannot behold 
till again united with bodies refined, ztherfal, 
Your paſt experience on earth, 


with new thoughts and entertainments flowing in 


aſſurance of that 
glorious and moſt perfect ſtate which ſhall com- 
mence at the general reſurrection; and as a proof 
of this, I will in the ſpace of three days return 
xr Wl gain to the earth, reſume my former body, and 
. within forty days after will I aſcend: to the i impe- | 
„tal throne of my Father. No ſooner ſhall I 
ne of vou ſhall fol- 
ong men, and 
Tais n be 
to 


* 
* 


But the time is 
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to every one of you an earneſt of your reſurrec. 
tion in due time, and of your final aſcenſion to 
the regions of never-ending glory. In this man- 
ner did the Meſſiah inſtruct the inhabitants of 
Paradiſe, while every ſoul was filled with joy, 
and gratitude, and love, and pleaſing admiration, 
Now when the evening drew nigh. ſome of 
the Elders went to the Governor, and addreſſed 
him in the following words: Sir, as three male- 
factors have been crucified to-day, we beg the 
favour of you that an end may be put to their 
ſufferings, and their bodies may be taken down + 
from the croſs : For according to our law, the 
bodies of the dead are not to be expoſed to public 
view any longer than the day of their execution; 
upon the evening we are commanded to bury 
them : Beſides this, to-morrow is not only our 
Sabbath, but alſo one of our greateſt feſtivals, 
and it would be highly improper that the joy of 
our people ſhould be daſh'd with the view of ſuch 


EB. diſagreeable objects. This we know is Fenerally 


done upon the feſtivals of the Emperor, and we 


hope you will now grant our requeſt. To this f 


he readily conſented, and away they went. But 


lleaſt any deceit ſhould be committed, they thought 


it proper to ſee the execution of the Governor's | 
order themſelves. Accordingly, when they arrived 
at Mount Calvary, they beheld the two thieves | 
groaning with the moſt agonizing pain. Imme- 
diately their legs were broken, and an end put to 


their torments ; 3 but no ſymptoms of life Appear- 4 
6 | ing 


* 
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ing in Jeſus, they thought it unneceſſary to 
break his legs. However, one of the Elders Hog 
ſerved that poſſibly he might be in a fainting fit, 


that he certainly could not be dead ſo ſoon. And 


therefore to remove all ſuſpicion, and put an end 
to all diſputes, one of the ſoldiers thruſt a ſpear 
into his ſide, and pierced his heart till the blood 
| and water guſhed from the wound. 

During all this time his diſconſolate friends ill 


remained in view of the croſs, waiting with im- 


patience to ſee how his body would be diſpoſed 
of, As ſoon therefore as it was taken down from 


the croſs, Joſeph of Arimathea and Nicodemus 


took it into their poſſeſſion. For immediately 


after the darkneſs and earthquake which attended 


his death, theſe two, along with the multitude 
returned into the city; and he who had ſo warmly 
_ oppoſed the reſolutions of the Sanhedrim; went 
directly to the Governor, aun ſpoke to him! in the 
following wordllss 

Sir, you have ſeen 4e. 44% with how fad” 
cruelty and implacable malice that righteous man 
has been put to death. Conſtrained by the fury 
of an enraged mob, which nothing could reſiſt, 
you were obliged to deliver him into their nde. 
You have heard how many wonderful 


did when alive, and now you have ſcenx 


wonders attended his death; the unnaturilifgck- vj 


refs and terrible earthquake do. abundantly con- 
firm your declaration of his innocence; the dark- 
neſs uſes, and the earth trembled a ſoon as he 
1 X es: 
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expired. A great many ſeem now to relent, the 
dreadful prodigies of this day have brought them 
to a ſenſe of their crime, and now, when it is too 
late, they are ſorry for his death. I always diſ. 
ſented from the proſecution of that extraordinary 
man; but as you well know it was dangerous to 
ſpeak openly in his favour, his enemies have ob. 
tained their deſire. Poflibly they may inſiſt fur. 
cher, that his body ſhould be caſt into the public 


- *  barnel. houſes of the dead: He has already ſuf- 


| Fered too much diſgrace ; let him now in teſti. | 
mony of your eſteem have at leaſt an honourable 
burial. This I intend to beſtow upon him, and 
for that purpoſe I earneſtly beg that his body, by 
your order, may be delivered to me. The Go- 
vernor ſurprized to hear that he was already dead, 
made ſtrict enquiry into the truth of the matter, 
and finding it to be really ſo, he accordingly 
granted the requeſt. Immediately after this, 
\ Joſeph went to provide fine linen, while Nicode- 
mus purchaſed an hundred pounds weight of 


myrrh and aloes for embalming his bady. Having 


provided all things neceſſary, they went to Mount 
Calvary, where they arrived juſt as the ſoldiers 
were breaking the legs of the two thieves ; and 
having delivered the orders of the Governor, they 


* took down the body, and wrapped it in the linen, 


with the ſpices according to the manner of the 
_embalming commonly uſed to rich and honout- - 
able perſons among the Jews, After which in 


wournful ſilence they carried it along to an adji- | 
14 1a: * 
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cent garden belonging to Joſeph, ' where "gy 


provided a new Sepulchre for himſelf, . hewn 
with great labour and expence out of the ſolid 
rock. This was cut in the form of a ſmall 
chamber almoſt ſquare within, being eight feet 
and an inch high, ſix feet and an inch broad, 


| fifteen feet and ten inches long. The door which 


was towards the eaſt, was four feet high, two 
feet and four inches wide. In this ſepulchre the 


body of Jeſus was depoſited, after which they 
cloſed the door with a large ſtone two yards and 
a quarter long, one yard broad and one thick, 


and then returned into the city. 


In the mean time Mary Magdalene and the 
other women who were preſent at his death, be- 
ing afraid, ſtood at a diſtance while his body was 


taken down and embalmed, nor would they ven- 
ture near to the ſepulchre, but ſtood afar off and 


beheld the place of his burial. But as ſoon as 
they returned into the city, not knowing the ho- 
nour that was done to their Lord, they went to 


purchaſe the neceſſary ingredients for embalming 


his body, intending to apply them as ſoon as the 
Sabbath was over. The tranſactions of this day 
afforded abundant materials of converſation and 
diſpute, The chief Prieſts, the elders and Pha- 
riſees who had carried on the proſecution with 
ſuch obſtinate malice, aſcribed the darkneſs and” 
. earthquake to the divine diſpleaſure againſt Jeſus 
for his blaſphemy: While many of the multi- 
tude 80h * wem, and terrified at the 
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210 THE MESSIAH. Book vl. 
ſigns they had ſeen, began boldly to affirm that 
God was angry againſt their Nation for the death 


of that righteous man. His diſciples and friends 


were diſconſolate, fearful and ſilent. The pub- 
lic confeſſion and terrible death of Judas Iſcariot 
was univerſally known, and very much inſiſted 


on by all who were inclined to think favourably 


of his Maſter, But thoſe who were engaged in 
the purſuit of ſenſual pleaſures, or ſwallowed up 
in the cares of this world, ſeemed to ive little 
attention | to any of theſe things, 
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THE ARGUMENT. ; 

Upon the night after the Crucifixion the Devils aſs 
ſemble upon Mount Tabor, where Satan offers 
bis conjectures concerning the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus, and propoſes ſchemes to fraftrate the evi- 
dences by which it might be ſupported. Upon; the 


{herb evening the Chief Prieſts 2 4 1 f 
10 
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$9 watch the Sepulchre. The Diſciples meet toge. 0 

1 ther, the converſation of Peter and John concern. 4 

ing their deceaſed Maſter. The Angels aſſembled tl 

above the clouds, liſten with pleaſure to the obſer. | tl 

_ vations of " Raphael upon the death of the Meſſiah, th 

Hle then Ik with directions how they fool bf 

act at the time of his Reſurrection. | 00 

0 ſooner had ſable night covered the face - 

of nature with her dark and melancholy | of 

veil, than Satan with his infernal Peers aſſembled th 

on Mount Tabor, and thus in ſullen majeſty t re- eit 

vealed the cgunſels. of dis heart. 5 - tie 

? Ye Gods and Rylers of this lower world, at⸗ iy 

tend to what I fay : We have now ſeen with the 

' pleaſure the good effects of our paſt deliberations ; wh 

the Son of God is dead, and lies confin'd within «©, 

the boſom' of yonder Rock. Vet after all, ur ben 

Victory is far from being compleat, we have only bel 

ſubdued his mortal part, a. frail ſyſtem of orga- Jer 

nized matter: This, I fear, will avail us no tha 

more than if we had blaſted a kid upon the poy 

mountains; his virtue remains unconquered life, 

- even in death Rſelf. His obedience to God, and md 

| loveto men, have only been rendered more con- and 

© fpictous and Amazing, by a variety of the deep- gee: 

eſt ſufferings ; ſo that inſtead of being victons, aut! 

upon mature reflection, I doubt we are rather the . othe 

| vanquiſhed party. His death would certainly. be WE © p 
of the laſt importance to our intereſt, could e 


>» 11 any means detain bow? in the grave; but that 
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is beyond the reach of our power. He often- 
times foretold his reſurrection, and ſhould that 


come to paſs, as doubtleſs it will, I dread to 
think what the conſequences may be; for if all 
the nations of the earth are to be bleſſed in him, 
then it is evident, that all nations muſt confeſs 
him to be the Son of God, and ſhould that come 


to paſs, we can expect nothing but a total ex- 


pulſion from the earth, and a miſerable confine- 


ment in that infernal lake from whence we have 


eſcaped. Let us therefore ſuppoſe him riſen from 
the dead, to whom will he appear? It muſt 
either be to the whole nation as publickly as he 

did before, or only to his own Diſciples, Let 
us conſider what poſſibly may happen from both 

theſe ſuppoſitions. If he ſhould appear to the 
whole nation, and converſe familiarly with all 
ſorts of men, then in this caſe, they will either 
believe on him, or they will not; if they ſhould- 


believe on him, then our authority over the 


Jewiſh nation muſt be entirely loſt; and more 


than that, for the purity of his doctrine, the 


power of his miracles, and the ſanQity of his 
life, together with the united teſtimony of Jews > 
and Gentiles, who ſaw him publickly condemned 


and put to death ; all theſe taken together, may 


* 


1 * 
1 7 


occaſion a total, revolt of all nations from our Py 

authority, Upon this. ſuppoſition we have ne 

other way to ſecure our intereſt but this, namely, : 

to perſwade our ſubjects i in remote nations, that 
the oy of his death - is a meer W . 
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by his countrymen to impoſe upon the world, 
Further, if his reſurrection be neceſſary to con- 
vince the Jews that he is the Son of God, the 
ſame degree of evidence muſt be neceſſary alſo to 
convince every other nation in the world; and 
therefore upon this ſuppoſition, he muſt alſo be put 
to death, and rife again in every other country as 
well as in Judea.- But ſure this will never be 
granted, and therefore as the proof of this ex- 
traordinary fact muſt depend entirely upon the 

teſtimony of a nation univerſally deſpiſed, and 

already judged too credulous in matters of this 
kind, we have reaſen to hope that by a proper 
management of their prejudices, our faithful ſub- 
jects will give no credit to ſuch an improbable 
relation. Yea, ſuppoſing he ſhould appear as 
public as ever, may we not with good reaſon ex- 
pect, that the Chief Prieſts, the Elders, many of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, but eſpecially the 
whole ſe of the Sadducees, would even after his 
appearance, ſtill deny him to be the Meſhah, 
They have already oppoſed, tre ſtrongeſt eviden- 
ces of his divine commiſſion, when he healed 
their diſeaſed and raiſed their dead. His own 
Reſurrection will be only another miracle of the 
ſame kind with the former, and the ſame motives 
| which engaged them to reje& him before, may. 
prevail with them to reject him again. We 
know that the ſtrongeſt arguments have little 
weight when ineonſiſtent with mens temporal in- 
tereſts and inclinations, And therefore if he . 
Hol 
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friends, by proper care he was again recovered, 


ſider how improbable it is that he ſhould have 


to him. Now ſhould the Jews be once prevailed 
| him again treated as a deceiver, 4nd all poſſible 


evidences of his reſurrection to be as ſtrong as 


upon him as an Impoſtor. 
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ſhould appear publickly to the whole nation, we 

muſt endeavour to perſwade them that he was taken 
down from the croſs before he was actually dead, 


having only fainted with exquiſite pain, and that 
having been delivered into the hands of his 


This will be the more credible, \ then they con- 


expired ſo ſoon, and that when the legs of the 
two thieves were broken, no violence was done 


on to believe this, then might we expect to ſee 
attempts made to deſtroy him. But ſuppoſing the 


poſſible, as irreſiſtible as in the caſe of Lazarus, 
jet by a proper management of their paſſions and 
prejudices, we, may expect they will ſtill perſevere | 
| in their oppoſition. againſt him, and ſupport our 
intereſt notwithſtanding all he can do. There is 
jet another thing which inclines me to hope, that 
upon the ſuppoſition of his appearing in public, 
they will not believe on him, that is, his pro- 
phecy concerning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
and the diſperſion. of the Jewiſh nation. Theſe | 
events plainly ſuppoſe that they will on look. 81 
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Let us now conſider what may be 11 EA | 
quence of his appearing, only to his Diſciples, 
which I am inclined to believe will be the caſe, 
F ina his own words, The world ſeeth me no 
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« more, but ye ſhall {ee me” in that caſe then, 


: the truth of his reſurrection muſt depend upon 


their teſtimony alone. This I hope will be little 


regarded by the Jewiſh nation, for who will be. 


lieve a fact ſo improbable upon the words of 2 


few contemptible fiſhermen ? Accordingly, fore- 
ſeeing this himſelf, he told them, ** if they hae 


& rejected me, they will alſo reje& you.” We 
may hope then not only to ſee their teſtimony de. 


| ſpiſed, but themſelves alſo perſecuted and put to 
death, This I am ſure they cannot bear; and 
if we may judge of their future conduct by the 


paſt, we have no reaſon to fear any danger from 
them. One betrayed him, another denied him, 


and all the reſt forſook him in diſtreſs, There 


1s therefore no reaſon to believe that ever they 
will diſcover any true fortitude in the ſupport of 
his cauſe, However, to weaken their teſtimony 


in favour of his reſurrection, we muſt endeayour 

to perſwade the Jews that his Difciples ſtole him 
away in the night, and invented the ſtory of his 
kteſurrection, only to ſupport their credit, and 
_  Impoſe upon the world. This will no doubt be 
received as an inconteſtible fact by all who con- 
tinue in their prejudices againſt him, I rejoice 
to think how matters will then ſtand ; a few con- 
temptible perſons, without learning, or wealth, 
power, or intereſt, muſt ſtand in oppoſition to the 
whole world; they muſt endeavour to perſwade 
tte Jewiſh nation to receive for their Meſſiah 4 

condemned malefactor. This is repugnant to all | 
; . | . their | 


Book VII. THE MESSIAH, ., 217 
their expectations; for however much the multi- 
tude might have been inclined to favour his cauſe 
' when alive, there is no reaſon to fear that ever 
they will promote his intereſt after his death. 
The ſame indignation that was directed agay Ht 
himſelf, will then fall upon his Diſciples and 
friends, If they remain in their native country, 
their teſtimony will ſoon periſh with their lives; 
if they fly into other nations, what can they do! J 
how ſhall they propagate their doctrine among a 
people with whom they can not converſe ? Or 
even ſuppoſing they could, who will believe what 
they ſay? Will the nations of the world abandon 
their religion, in which they have been educated, 
and ſo long confirmed, a religion ſupported by the 
imperial authority, embelliſhed by the fabulous 
inventions of the poets, and held in veneration 
by the .moſt learned philoſophers, Will the 
world, L ſay, give up their religion at the deſire 
of a few contemptible Jews, perſecuted and ba- 
niſhed their native country ? Or will they receive! 
a Religion quite new, and publiſhed among an 
obſcure people, by a man condemned and cru- 
cificd as a malefaQor ? Will they receive ſuch a 
religion as this? A' religion inconſiſtent with all 
their former opinions, contrary to their eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms, directly oppoſite to their paſſions, werldly * 
intereſts and inclinations, is it probable ckey will 
ever do this? Surely this would be the greateſt" 
of all miracles, and yet all this muſt be done, if 
erer our intereſt ſhould fail, or the Meſliah's 
8 a kingdom , 
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kingdom be eſtabliſhed upon earth. But all this 
is improbable 
we may hope 


; . 
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que, night. in beg 


2 laſt degree; and therefore 
that the conſequences of his reſur- : 
rection will not be ſo fatal as at. firſt view we 1 
might apprehend. Let us therefore uſe all ons; [ 
{kill and activity to ſtrengthen the prejudices df 13 
men, to blind their underſtandings againſt te WM 
cleareſt evidence; let us add new force to every 0 
paſſion, heighten every appetite, and confirm our W 
faithful ſubjeQs in their obedience to our autho- 01 
rity. If theſe inſtructions ſhould be thought | too la 
general, We are under the neceſhty of waiting till | tu 
after his reſurrection, when new occurrences th 
may ſuggeſt new meaſures for conſulting our own Hi 
ſafety, or blaſting the deſigns of our enemy. In thy 
| the mean time let us depart, and carefully obſerve 2 
What paſſes in Jeruſalem, attend to the various the 
conjectures and reſlections of the Prieſts and peo- You 
ple concerning the Meſſiah and his Diſciples. you 
: -*W e may now-enter the city, and ſafely go.through ſeri 
every corner, ſince he, whoſe frown made us of. 1 
| ance afraid, lies dead and buried in his grave. that 
At theſe words they mount: upon the wing, and ful 
in number as the locuſts, thay light in Jernfalew; the 
_ paſs through every ſtreet, enter every houſe, and ib 
ih the "Boat chambers they lodge unſeen, watch-\ WW. The 
fully obſe: ving all that is ſai&+ or done, by. friends WM 01 
* In the mean time the afflicted Diſciples mult 
| * are diſperſed through, the city: With ſorrow,” pern 
di appointment, and angious "OR they paſſed the. mad 

in flumbers, and dreams of, | 
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5 " 


ſad diſtreſs, till with the firſt dawn they aroſe, and 


according to the law they piouſly obſerved that 
holy reft which had been appointed the ſacred: 


memorial of the world's creation, and Iſracl's 
redemption from the land of Egypt. 


Now when the evening began to approach with | 
oblique rays, and the declining ſun drew near the 
weſtern hills, the Prieſts aſſembled in the Temple 
on further conſultation what to do; J for ſtill they 
laboured under ſtrange fears and painful conjec-: * 
tures about what might come to paſs. When 


they had all ſat down in the council- chamber, tile 1 | 


High Prieſt aroſe, and thus addreſſed his hou» ; 
thren: 


Ve Rulers of Ifraet, arid 60 Miniſtert E 


the moſt High, I am obliged to make known te 
you the reſult of my ſecret thoughts, and to beg 


your advice in a, matter which demands our moſt 
ſerious conſideration. You cannot be · ignorant 
of che fearful omens which attended the death of 
that blaſphemous Impoſtor; you ſaw the dread- 
ful eclipſe which laſted fo. long; the rocks rent, 
the earth trembled, the graves: opened, and an in- 
viſible hand has rent aſunder our ſacred vert: 


Theſe awful prodigies may operate ſtrangely | 
upon the timorous imaginations of the ignorant 
multitude. What may yet happen, and 


What 


pernicious effeQts theſe may have ypon""their 


minds, we-cannot tell: One thing we axe ſufftei- 
ently. apprized of, and what we ought catefully "A 
d watch againſt, While that Deceiver Was alive 


. 4 


* 
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he boldly affirmed that on the third day he would 
riſe again from the dead. Now ſhould this come 
to paſs, we are undone; the multitude in that 
caſe will regard him as the Meſſiah, and treat us 
as the worſt of murderers, Our intereſt and 
authority muſt then periſh, and our lives be in the 
utmoſt danger. But though we have no reaſon 

+ 10 believe that he will riſe again, yet it is very 


poſſible that ſome ſtrange piece of deceit may be 
ated by his Diſciples. Let us endeavour to pre- 


vent every.thing of that kind. By the orders of 


Pilate, his body, I am told, was delivered to ſome 


of his friends, who have buried it in a garden 
nigh to the place of his execution, How do we 


know that by this time they have carried it away 
with no other deſign but to conceal it, till the 


third day, and then ſhewing the empty Sepulchre, 
pretend that he is riſen from the dead. Such a 


ſtoxy as this, after ſuch ſtrange things have hap- 
pened, may poſfidly gain credit among the gigdy 
and unthinking people, and if it ſhould, it may 


produce dreadful effects. To prevent this, it 


is neceſſary to examine the: Sepulchre this even- 
ing; if the body be already gone, his prediction 
is falſe, and his Diſciples are determined to carry 


on the impoſture : But if his body yet remains in 
the Sepulchre, who knows but his Diſciples may 
ſteal it away before the morning, and then report 
that he roſe again according to his promiſe, In 


order to prevent this, it is highly expedient that 


1 et guard be fixed on the N to watoh it 


dulins 
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during the night; 5 beſides, the guard can inform 
us of whatever may happen, and according to 
- that, our meaſures muſt be taken for the future. 
Let us therefore apply to the Governor, that by 
his authority a watch may be appointed till the 
third day be expired. This is n my advice, and if 
ye judge it worthy of approbation, let us proceed 
with all poſſible expedition. To this they all a- 
greed, and accordingly immediate application was 
made to the Governor in the following words. 
Fir, we have ſerioufly thought of one thing 
ſpoken by that Deceiver while he was yet alive: 
After three days, ſaid he, I will tiſe again. Now, 
though we have no reaſon to believe his words, 
yet his Diſciples who are engaged in the ſ.me 
cCauſe with himſelf, may poſſibly come in the 
night, remove his body, and then pretend that 
he is rifen from the dead. Should this gain ere- 
dit among the people, the ſpirit cf tumult and 


ö ſedition may riſe to ſuch a degree of ſury, that 
7 no authority will be ab le to kcep them in ſubjec- 
„ tion, In order therefore to provide agaiaſt the 

- worſt that may happen, we have thought it ne- 
n ceſſary to apply to you, that a guard may be ap- 
y p inted to watch the Sepulchre till the third day 
in be expired. To this the Governor replied, I am 

Wy .. very much ſurprized at your conduct, in giving 
rt me and yourſelves ſo much unneceſſary trouble 
In about that man whoſe life and death have been fo 
at extraordinary, 'Ye. hated him when alive, and 
it now ye are afraid of his Diſciples. when he is 
ng 3 n dead; 


v. 
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dead; your actions are unaccountable : His Dif- 
oi roles muſt either be very few, or elſe they are of 
a timorous and peaceful diſpoſition ; for I ob- 
ſeryed yeſterday when the multitude preferred a 
murderer to him, that there was not ſo much as 


and ſteal away his body; but to what purpoſe 
V auill they ſteal it? Do you imagine they can re- 
ſtore it to life ? Surely no; if they remove it, it 
can only be with a deſign to bury it elſe where, 
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them believe he is riſen from the dead, Can you 
really imagine they are ſo mad as to affirm this, 
or the people ſo deſtitute of common ſenſe as to 
believe them ? Their villainy and deceit would 
tnen appear to all the world. What could they 
ain by it? nothing but univerſal contempt, and 
perhaps an infamous death like their Maſter, 
Your apprehenſions therefore are aliogethe® 


_ -« ountable humour in this, as well as in other 
things, I am willing to grant your requeſt, You 
have already a watch appointed to prevent tumults 


jn the City; go therefore and charge them in wy | 


name to guard the Sepulchre, under pain of death, 


*** 


— 


one to ſpeak a word in his favour. You are a. | 
ftaid leaſt his Diſciples ſhould come in the night, 


which I ſuppoſe they will never do. But you ap- 
prehend they will d ceive the people, and make 


groundleſs ; nevertheleſs, to gratify your unac- 


as long as you think proper. Having now ob- 

tained their requeſt, they departed, and inſtantly - 
aſſembled the guard, marched directly to the 
1 Sepulchre, role away the ſtone, and found 0 
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body wrapt in linen, cold and lifeteſs as Joſeph 5 
Immediately they 


had left it the day before, 
cloſed up the entrance again, and to prevent any 
colluſion between the Soldiers and the Diſciples, 


a ſeal was fixed upon it joining the ſtone and the c 


folid rock, infomuch that none could break it 


without a diſcovery. The guard being now 
placed at the Sepulchre, and every thing ſecured. 
beyond the poſſibility of deceit, the Priefts re- 


turned home, while glimmering twilight hovered 
on the mountains. 


they had eaten the Paſſover. With diſconſolate 


hearts they mutually converſed about their de- 
Peter recollecting theſe words of 
his Lord, „ when thou art converted ſtrengthen 
thy brethren,” thought himſelf under particu- 
lar obligations to comfort them as much as was : 
He therefore addreſſed them i in the 5 


ceaſed Maſter, 


in his power: 
following words. 


My dear brethren, and companions in ür ; 
dur preſent fituation is truly perplexing and dan- 
Our beloved Maſter is now gone, con- 
demned and put to death as a deceiver, be has 
ſuffered as a criminal and a flave the moſt infa 


gerous. 


mous tortures of the croſs, The multitude who 
once admired him, have abandoned his intereſt, 
and choſen a murderer in his ſtead. | But hy do 
J condemn the 'multitude ? Are we better than 


they ? Did not Judas betray him, did not we all 
forſake him in the time of dangee ? and with'a 


K 4 bitter 
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In the mean time the Diſci- 
ples were privately aſſembled in the houſe where 
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ter heart, and ſhameful countenance I here con- 


feſs my crime. I baſely denied him, and confl- 


dently ſwore that I never knew him. All this 
| he foretold as plainly as words could do: I fin. 
_cerely repent of my crime, and abhor myſelf in 
duſt and in aſhes. I have now theſe three years * . 
and more been intimately acquainted with him, 
admitted into his familiar converſation, heard his 
public inſtructions, ſeen his miracles, and ob- 
[ſerved all his actions. His life was ſpotleſs, his 
doctrines pure and holy, his miracles aſtoniſhing, 
and all his conduct worthy of the moſt ſincere 


[3.8 approbation. Had I obſerved any thing like cun- 


ning or impoſture in his behaviour, I ſhould ne- 


ver have bewailed his death, but would have te. 
joiced at my eſcape from the dangerous ſnares of 
ſuch an artfu] deceiver, I know the uprightnets 


of his character, I h ve in a thouſand inſtances 


ſeen the goodneſs of his heart. Tho' he hath 


ſuffered an ignominious death upon the croſs, [ 
am ſtill perſwaded he was the Son of God, the 


true Meſſiah, and the King of Iſrael. It is im- 
= -poſfible he could have been a deceiver : If God 
ever ſent a Prophet into the world, he ſurely muſt 


| have been one; the Purity of his doctrines, and 
the ſanctity of his life, do abundantly diſcover his 
fervent love to God and men; his miracles and 


fore - knowledge of future events do ſufficiently 
prove the divinity of his commiſſion. Often has 
he told us that he would ſuffer many things af 

the Chief Prieſts, the Scribes and TW and 


13 
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at laſt be crucified : Vea, I well remember nows 
that at the time when he was transfigured upon 
the Mount, Moſes and Elias appeared in their 
glory, and converſed with him about his deceaſe, 
which he ſhould accompliſh at Jeruſalem. Theſe 
things are now come to paſs, and they are to me 
a ſufficient demonſtration: that he was no de- 
ceiver. God himſelf can never deceive us, for 
I heard his voice from the excellent glory, ſay- 
| ing, © this is my beloved Son; in whom I am 
« well pleaſed, hear ye him.” It is impoſſible 
that any man» could undertake» to deceive the 


undertaking. 1 his is inconſiſtent with all the 


principles of human nature; ſuch a deceit never 
fs was, nor never can be practiſed. And yet what 
es to think I know not, for after all we are ſurely. 3 
th diſappointed in our expectations, we thought he 
1 would have redeemed Iſrael from the power of the 
he Romans, eſtabliſhed us in the poſſeſſion of our 
N- antient libertics, conquered all nations, as the 
od Prophets have foretold, and reigned for ever a 
uſt great and univerſal king. But now he has trod 
nd the diſmal path from whence none ever returns. 
his It is true, when he was alive, he raiſed Lazarus 


from the dead, but now there is none to raiſe 
himſelf, J am in the greateſt perplexity concern- 
ing him; a Pre phet he ſurely was, a Deceiver 
he could not be: We believed him to be the 
Meſſiah, and yet all our exp- ctations from him 
1 .. ß — 


world, and yet in the mean time clearly foreſen : 
and plainly foretel that he would periſh in bis 
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are at an end. He told - us he would leave the 
world and go to the Father: I have heard of men 
- appearing after their death, have we any reaſon 
io expect this? I remember what he ſaid a few 
nights ago A little while and ye ſhall not ſee 
me, and again a little while and ye ſhall ſee 
4% me, becauſe I go unto the Father.” But what 
if he ſhould appear as ſome ſay departed ſpirits 
have done? What expectations could we haye 
from that ? Will he redeem Iſrael from ſervitude, 
 -eonquer the world, and reign over it in that con- 
dition? No, that can never be, the Meſſiah, 
| _ when he comes, ſhall abide for ever, In ſhort, 
the more I think of this matter, the more I am 
involved in darkneſs and confuſion. As our 
Maſter is now dead, we may expect to be treated 
wich ſcorn and contempt by all the nation, and 
who knows but after the feaſt, they may appre- 
dend, and put us to death alſo, Perhaps he 
meant this much when he ſaid, “ Behold 1 ſend 
you ſorth as lambs in the mid of wolves.” Let 
us therefore conſult our own ſafcty, return to 
Galilee, follow our occupations as formerly, and 
paſs the remaining part of our lives in a forrow- 
ful obſcurity, regarding him as a great Prophet, 
imitating his example, and bewailing his untimely 
death. 
As ſoon as he had 1 John, the beloyed 
Diſciple, expteſſed himſelf in the follow | 
wotds. 1 
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„ ] ſend you forth as lambs in the midſt of 
« wolves. ye ſhall be hated of all nations for my 
names fake ; yea, the time cometh when he 
e that killeth you ſhall think he doeth God ſer- 
c vice.“ Theſe are not the words of a de- 1 
ceiver. Had he flattered us with the hopes ß 
great proſperity, wealth, and worldly grandeur, 
we might indeed complain that he had deceived 
us, we might then juſtly abandon his intereſt, and | 
approve of all that the Chief Prieſts have done 
againſt him. And yet it is impoſſible to do that; 
ve indeed expected great things from him, but 
all out hopes are diſappointed; and yet we can= |} 
not accuſe him, for he told us every thing would * | þ | 
come to paſs juſt as it has. How could he have 
foretold theſe things, if he had not come from 
God? He never ſought after riches, honour, and 
dominion over men, he never promiſed to confer © 


and to give his life a ranſom for many, if they |F{8 
% have- dn me, they will alſo ne =. | 
have in view was only the recontiling of men to 


God, and uniting them to one another in the 


How caſily could he have ſhunned his enemies, 
before they apprehended him 1 in the' garden ; e 


_ — 
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He was certainly no deceiver : What you juſt 
now obſerved ſufficiently proves that. Behold, 


— — — r 


1 2 
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theſe upon us ; The Son of man came not to 
ebe ia unto, ſaid he, but to miniſter, 


you.“ The great deſign he ſeemed always to 


bonds of peace and love. No deceiver Would 
ever engage in ſuch an honourable work as this. 


he 
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he would not fly, neither would he defend him- 
ſelf by a miracle even when it was in his power. 


Did you not obſerve how his words confounded 


them, and made them fall proſtrate on the ground? 
he would ſuffer none to fight in his defence. You 
may remember the reaſon he aſſigned for his con- 
duct, „ The cup which my Father hath given 
« me ſhall I not drink? No man taketh my life 
from me, I lay it down of my ſelf.“ When 
Malchas was wounded, did you not ſee how ein 
a moment he healed the wound ? I beheld with 


1 | amazement and the deepeſt ſorrow his wonderful 
= meekneſs and patience in the palace of the High 


Prieſt ; I heard him pray for his enemies in the 
agonies of death, and with his laſt words com- 


8 mend his ſpirit into the hands of his Father. Such 


actions as theſe are altogether inconſiſtent with 
the character of an Impoſtor : He muſt therefore 
be the very perſon he declared himſelf to be, the 
Son of God, the long expected Meſſiah, What 
hopes ſhall we now entertain in theſe melancholy 
circumſtances ? Can any thing but his own pro- 
mile give us hope ? I will ſee you again, ſaid 
be, and your hearts ſhall rejoice.” He pro- 
miſed to riſe again from the dead, but will he 
riſe from the grave as Lazarus did? There is no 
probability in that; for if he ſhould, he might 
be expoſed to the ſame treatment he has met with 
already: His enemies are implacable beyond the 
reach of conviction; did they not reſolve to put 
Lazarus to death again, even after they had re- 

| cine | 
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ceived the moſt undeniable proofs of the reality | 
ol his reſurtection? Lazarus we know is yet a 
- frail mortal juſt as he was before: Let us neyer 
hope for ſuch a reſurrection as his, I well re- 
member by what argument he proved the doctrine 
of a future ſtate againſt the Sadducees ; © Have 
(e ye not read, faid he, the words of God to 
« Moſes at the burning buſh, I am the God of 
«. Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of 
“Jacob; God is not the God of the dead but 
« of the living, for all live to him.” It appears 
then from this manner of reaſoning, that Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, are alive to God, and 
therefore are riſen from the dead. In the ſame 
ſenſe no doubt our Maſter is riſen from the dead, 
and gone to Paradiſe, according to his own words 
upon the croſs, We may therefore entertain the 
hopes of his appearing to us again, perhaps in 
| the lame manner as Moſes and Elias appeared to 
him on the holy Mount, and converſed with him. 
This much, I think, is imply'd in theſe words, 
« will ſee you again, and your hearts ſhall re- 
« joice :”” Let us therefore ſtill believe in him, 
notwithſtanding all that has come to paſs, and 
hope for his appearance, when perhaps he will . 
accompliſh all our expeQations, and crown our 
hopes with triumphant joy. Having in this man- 
Jer converſed for a long time, they ended with 
prayer, and then retired to their wonted wells. 
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During this time the exalted Principalitics of 
heaven Aembled above the clouds, waited for the 
approaching day, and poſſed the ſilent hours of 
night, in calm refleQions on the various conduct 
of wicked men, and on the ſufferings of the 
' Meffiah. Upon this occaſion the Archangel 
Raphael made the following remarks, while ten 
thouſand Legions liſtened with keen attention to 
all his Words. We have now, ſaid he, beheld 
the moſt amazing Tragedy that ever was acted in 
the dominions of God. We have ſeen him who 
once in heaven ſcattered terror and deſolation a. 


| _ mong the Apoſtate Angels, led a priſoner upon 


earth, and baſely inſulted by the ſons of men. 
We have ſeen him whoſe face did once ſhine a- 
dove the brightneſs of the firmament, treated 
with all the marks of the moſt ſpiteful indignity, 
We have ſeen him who was once crowned with 
glory, diſgraced wich a wreath of thorns; him 
who was the image of the inviſible God, "mg 
| ſpectacle of horror to the children of men. 
We have ſeen him who was the admiration of 

Angels and the terror of Devils, deſpiſed and 
perſecuted by the ſons of earth. The Lord of glory 
covered with ſhame, and the Prince of life ex- 
piring on a eroſs; yet in all theſe ſufferings nei- 
ther the terrors nor allurements of this world 
could corrupt his heart, neither Devils nor wick- 
ed men could ſtain the purity of his mind,” From 
'henceforth ſhall his ſpotleſs character be the great | 


mae of perfection, and the pattern of it imim. f 
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tion to Angels and men. Of all the crimes ever 
committed on Earth we have now beheld the 
greateſt, the Son of God and heir of all things, 

rejected and murdered by the people whom he 
came to ſave. There is no madneſs like that of 
Sin ; it brought confuſion into heaven above, 
and miſery among the inhabitants of this earth, 


This monſter would devour the whole creation, 


and, if poſſible, would dethrone, and even de- 
ſtroy the Almighty Sovereign. What a compli- 
cation of wickedneſs have we ſeen in the conduct 
of the Jews! What amazing humility ! what 
unſhaken fortitude | what unrufed meekneſs | 

and inextinguiſhable love have we beheld in the 


ſufferings of the Meſſiah. Here we may contem- = 


plate with admiration the divine wiſdom and 
goodneſs in permitting theſe ſufferings, for the 
more glorious manifeſtation of ſuch exalted vir- 
tues. We have ſeen the riches of divine love in 
the death of his own Son, for the redemption of 
a rebellious world : If any thing can produce the 
love of God in the ſouls of men, this will ſurely 
doit, We have now ſeen the ſeed of the wo- 

man bruiſe the head of the inſernal Serpent. 
The fiſt Adam was eaſily ſeduced, but the ſecond 
Adam is invincible, and hath now obtained the 
meſt glorious victory over the powers of dark- 
neſs, The human race may now behold in the 
ſtrongeſt light how abominable in the ſight of 
God all _ every kind of wickedneſs muſt be, 
when he ſent his Son into the world, and | expoſed 
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him to a variety of the greateſt ſorrows, and the 
moſt painful death, with a deſign to put an end to 
its dominion, overturn the empire of Satan, and 

eſtabliſh a kingdom of everlaſting truth and righ. 
teouſneſs in its ſtead. They may now ſee, that. 
nothing is ſo delightful and acceptable in the 
ſight of God as virtue and goodneſs of heart, 

when for the ſake of the moſt perfect obedience, 

and ſpotleſs virtue of his own Son, he is willing 
to forgive all penitent ſinners who turn from the | 
evil of their doings. For the fake of his obe- y 


dience all neceſſary means of obtaining everlaſt. n 
ing happineſs ſhall be freely given to a corrupt h. 
and rebellious world. We have ſeen the only h 
meritorious and all ſufficient: ſacrifice offered uy Wl tt 
for the fins of men. All other ſacrifices were In 
-only types and ſhadows of this, and therefore thi 
they ſhall in a little time ceaſe. In fine, the of 
ſufferings of the Meſſiah are of the greateſt ad- da. 

- vantage both to us in the heavenly world, and the 
to men upon earth; becauſe they have a tendency the 
to confirm us in our preſent happy integrity, to Lie 
reform the human race, and exalt them at laſt Pour 
to be our everlaſting companions, With good Sent 
reaſon therefore may we fing now, as we did on door 
the day of his nativity, «© Glory to God in the n © 
4 kigheſt, peace on earth, and good will towards and 
c men. 1 His | 
But now the time draws near when he muſt lis e 
rife again from the dead, according to his pro- iſh h 
miſe, His reſurreQion is an event of the lat Pes 


Book VII. 
importance, and therefore muſt be confirmed by 
the ſtrongeſt evidence, To the Jews he will not 
appear, that is a favour they are utterly unwor- 
thy of, His Diſciples only ſhall be the witneſſes 


the impartial lovers of truth and righteouſneſs, 
And as for thoſe who are hardned in their wick- 


who followed him from Galilee, have agreed to 


his body. Neither they nor any of his Diſciples 
have any hope of his rifing from the dead, and 
$ they are ignorant of the Roman guard now ſtand- 
ing at the Sepulchre. In order therefore that 
theſe may have free acceſs, and a full opporiunity 
of examining every circumſtance, let us "with the 
dawning light deſcend into the garden, for ſo 


the ſoul of the Meſſiah ſhall return from Para- 


foundations of Mount Calvery. Then with a 
gentle touch will I remove the ſtone from the 


door of the Sepulchre : There will I fit clothed 
in celeſtial ſplendor while he riſes from the dead, 


His perſon I will attend, and all of us ſhall wait 
tis commands, while with exalted joy we pub- 
ſh his victory over hell and death. As ſoon as I 
bear, the guard ſhall loſe their ſenſes with ex- 
ceſſive 
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of his Reſurrection, and their teſtimony will be 
ſufficient to ſupport the truth of this fact to all 
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edneſs, no evidence will be ſufficient to reclaim 
them, In the morning early, certain women 


meet at the Sepulchre, with a deſign to embalm 
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the Almighty Father commands us. At that time 


diſe, break the bands of death; and ſhake the 


and leaves ,the dark confinement of the tomb, A 
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ceſſive terror, and become as dead men. But 
when we are gone, they ſhall awake, fly into the 
dity, and relate the wonders they have ſeen. The 
ſtrange report ſhall run through every ſtreet, and 
crowds aſſemble at the tomb, where the pro- 
ſumptive evidences of his Refurrection ſhall ap- 
pear exceeding ſtrong, and prepare every impar. 
tial mind to receive the teſtimony of his Diſci- 
ples. 


A 2 * 0 
2 — 9 
mf Oy . 

* < 


"Lola Betis ” * n k 
rr tf ot ee EY LAS <a> 
- - -0 * 1 
1 — War + 2 Hs »— — — —— — 2 
2 — 


— —-— 


1 

. 

4 

3 

B 

11 

4 

3 

E 4 

i 

4 

1 + 
4 

z F 

. 


: — ĩT172'46ꝓ6ëgrr LO 
—  — 


PIN — —— c — 

4 2 

. 
8 p — 

— ˙ůu ... ...... — 
: 


.( 23s ) 


THE £ 
MESSIAH. 


BOOK VII. 
Tur AxouMEnT. 


Before the fun- riſing the Angels deſcend into the 
Garden, The Reſurrection of the Meſſiah, the 
terror of the guards, the Angels publiſh his Rt-. 
ſurrection to the women, and they to the Apefiles 3 
their different conjectures and reaſonings upon that 
Feet. The guard informs the Chief Prigic, 
us their conduł? upon that occaſion. Upon the repett 


f 
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of the Soldiers many aſſemble at the Sepulchr, , 
the reaſoning of Fohn a Sadducee, and Foſeh 
concerning the report of the watch. Before thi 
time Feſus appears to M: ary Magdalen, and others, 
to to of his Diſciples going to Emmaus, and fuly 

explains the prophecies concerning himſelf; is un. 

| known by them till at ſupper, when he imm. 

ately diſappears. Aﬀter this he appears to the 

Apoſtles in Feruſalem, while Thomas was abſent, 


and again, while he was preſent, orders tuen H 


meet him in Galilee, where they all withdrew... + 
THEN the morning light began to dawn bec 
through the eaſtern ſky, and uſher in the ma 

day, a day pregnant with an event more ill. Nrub 
trious and important, than any to be met within te 
tte annais of dur Worid nnee its firſt” Creation ;; (301 
. Magdalen, and Mary the mother 'of att 
James, ſet out from their habitations, with fond of ; 
deſire to viſit the Sepulchre of their deceaſed beat 
Lord; when lo! the Angelic hoſt deſcends into (cjo1 


the carte. No ſooner had they lighted on. the 
Earth. than its foundations began to ſhake; the 
guard aſtoniſhed looked round; but ſaw nothing, 
till they obſerved the Stone rolling ſpontaneou} 
1 1 the door of the Sepulchre. Surprizel x: 
his, they retired at feu ſteps Backward, when ii 
5 918 moment tbeir eyes were confounded with an 

ne ſplendor; for now, Raphael ſat wpol 
the Stone, his garments ſeemed of the putt 
1 1 and dreadful Nan blazed arouk 
3 3 ; I43 be 8 bee 
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A 


e 
, 
1 
I 1 
R. . \ 
3 b 
. c 
& i 
: ö 
*; : 
4 Ly 
'Y : 
; } 
= . ? 
+ © 4 
T 
* 
8 * 
, 1 4 
1 { 
. - 
= _ 
4 7 4 14 
— U ' 
F t s 
. * 4 
I 
> $ : 2 
> % 
7 
RE L 
= * 
% 
8 
* 
4 
1 8 
* 
N | 
o 
j 
3 
þ , D 
bg x 
* 
Ll 4 
T + 
,. 7 
NN 
5 4 
© 4 
| * 1 N 
l = 
* . 
* 1 
1 þ J 
bt 
* * 
5 ! 
* 1 90 5 
a ihe. © q 
. , 33 © 4 
f ; 4 
+ * x 
: 
r >» 4 
4 2% 3 
„ 
17 | 
1 : 
2 \ - 
% 
2 | 1 »4 
$ 11 . 
4 v . 
5 4. ' 
6 ST 
2 
ö 
1 
. 
71 
? 
> N 
2 . 
. i 
- & 
- . 
: * 
by * 
». Fi j 
> N ; 
b 3 F 1 
* P « 
* _ 
F 


K 
a SY 


_ 


wel; lb AA GEASS © CELTS Sn end Beads nes CEL 
r 


> _ 1 — —ͤ— - 2 
Cm 


Il, Book VIII. 
face: The Soldiers 10 him, and: Sith inſup- 


Sound. While they remained thus inſenſible, 


c, WH foundeſt ſleep, while the Angel Gabriel, having 
ſort ſtript him of the linen clothes, and napkin that 
„n vas about his head, arrayed him in celeſtial robes, 
o. MW vbich, like his body, could either tranſmit or re- 
_ WH fect the rays of light, according as he choſe to 
town become viſible or inviſible. Immediately heſtept 
1 the WI majeſtic from the tomb, while ten thouſand che- 
ilar. rubims ſurround his perſon, and bending lowly 
ichn te the earth, they ſaid, Welcome, O Son of 
tion; Cod, a joyful welcome to life eternal, to ever- 
er of laſting bliſs, and higheſt honour, the juſt reward 
\ font of all thy glorious deeds. A ſweet and ſmiling = 
ceaſed beauty fat upon his face, ſtrongly expreſſive of con- 
s into I cious worth, divine Majeſty, and univerſal love; 
on the be lodked on all with a pleaſing approbation, ane 
e; the eety one beheld him with raviſhing delight. 
thing, Away he goes, attended by the angelic train, and 
aneous ire ts his courſe to the graves of many favourite . 
we.” ants : When he arrived, he ſtood, and With a 
ben i mild majeſtic voice he ſaid, Awake, rt my friends, 
with al ind come to life: They heard his Ay _ 
iv jo ated from the duſt, with manly vigour,” active Bo i] 
pute oints and limbs, and blooming beauty ſmiled i in 
und l * face. * beheld his countenznce with 
a ; bee al 


portable terror they fell like dead men to the 


Jeſus brake aſunder the bands of death; a num- | 
h ber of Angels within the Sepulchre, beheld with | 
„. WT joyful admiration, his body animated with re- 
1. newed life ; inſtantly he awoke as from the 
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238 THE MESSIAH. Book Vill. 
1 admiration, they fell proftrate before. 
him, and Kkifſed his feet who had given them life. 
In the mean time, the Soldiers who guarded: 
the Sepulchre, awaking from their trance, fled 
directly into the city; while Mary Magdalen 
and Mary the mother of James called on Salome 
by the way: Now as theſe three advanced to- 
wards the Sepulehre, and talked of embalming 
their Lord, one of them ſaid, Who ſhall remoe 
the ſtone from the door of the Sepulehre? for at 
his burial the united foree of twenty men could 
ſcarde fix it there; if we have not ſtrength ſuf. 
ficient, when the Teſt of the: women. are aſſem- 
bled, we muft call for the aſſiſtance of his Dif- 
= ae, While they talked in this manner, 2 
they drew near, they beheld with amazement 
* the Stone already removed, and the entrance 
quite open. What can this mean, ſaid Mary 
109 Magdalen, certainly- a number of perſons mult 

ig! Ll have been here before us, the door is open, the 
1 2 * body is gone; but by whom, and for what end, 
| I cannot conjecture, I will now return, and in- 
form his Dilciples ; in the mean time, go ye to 
the Sepulebre and wait, leaſt Joanna and the 
reſt of the women ſhould arrive before I com? 
| back again. Accordingly with all expedition | 
ſhe went to Peter and John, while the other twol 
advanced; and immediately entering the Sepul-! 
chre, they ſays” an Angel fitting on the right 
band clothed in a long white garment, At th! 
os of Him | "hay We furprized and tercifieds 
 Immediata 
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Immediately he faid to them, be nat afraid; 1 
know whom ye ſeek, it is Jeſus of Nazareth, 
ho way crucified: ; he is not here, he is riſen 
from the dead, behold the place where they laid 
bim: But go your way, and tell his Diſciples, 
eſpecially Peter, behold he goeth before you into 
Galilee, there ſhall ye ſee him, as he told jou 
before his death. At theſe words they went but, 
and fled from the Sepulchre, trembling with fear, 
and amazed at what had been told them. A lit- 
tle after they had departed, came Peter and John, 
whomi they had. ſeen running at a diſtance ; but 
they ſpoke not a word to them, for they were 
confounded with terror and ſurprize. Theſe two 
Diſciples being informed by Mary Magdalen 1 
what ſhe ſaw and ſuſpected, came with ſpeed als” a 
molt breathleſs to the Sepulchre, but Johng be- 
ing the younger, had got a conſiderable way be- 
fore his companion. When he arrived at the 
door, he ſtooped down, and looked in, and ſaw 
the dead clothes lying, but did not enter; But 
$ ſoon as Peter came he went in, and ſaw. the- 
kin that was about his head not lying wick 
the linen clothes, but wrapped- together in a 
lace by itſelf. Then entered john alſo, and 
hen he had ſeen theſe circumſtances, together 
th the report of Mary Magdalen, he believed 

hat his Maſter was certainly riſen: from the dead. 
aving now examined every thing about the de- 
pabre, they returned home again, AS they 
Malked by the w: y, John ſpoke to his. cal | 

g the following manner. D | 
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been buried with honour by Joſeph and Nicode- 
mus? What could they mean by ſtripping him 
ſuppoſed they would have taken ſo much time 


7 lay them ſo carefully in ſeparate Places ? No, 
| | ſurely, had they intended to remove his body, 


* 
4 Ix 


would have ſtolen him away, and left the ſpices, 
ſiqes, conſider how large the ſtone is which 


.could have removed it, nor can I conceive for 


Mary Magdalen ſuppoſe him to have been ſtolen _ 
away in the darkneſs of the night, yet this to 


IE: tion, and juſt as they found it; and had it been 
©...” done by friends, would they not have told us, 


When I conſider, ſaid he, the vatious circum. 
ances I have heard and ſeen, I cannot doubt 
the truth of his reſurrection; for though you and 


me ſeems altogether improbable; for who would 
ſteal him? Not his friends, ſurely, for what 
could they propoſe to do with him? Has he not 


of the dead clothes? Theſe doubtleſs they would 
have carried along with them, and is it to be 


and pains to remove the linen and the napkin, and 


they would have done it with all poflible expedi- | 


and called for our aſſiſtance ? For reaſons equally 
ftrong, I cannot believe that any of his enemies 


the winding-ſhcet and the napkin behind : Be- 


cloſed the.entrance ; no fewer than twenty men 


what end they would have done it. He is cer- Rigs 
tainly riſen from the dead; this only can account 1 
for what has happened, and ſeems to agree with, ag to 
a 


his own words; After three days I will riſe agaili} 


To all this Peter liſtened eng ; but many} 
| e "4 
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ditfculties ariſing in his mind, he ſtill continued 
in great ſuſpenſe, being fully determined to with- 

hold his aſſent till the ſtrongeſt evidence ſhould 
oblige him to ſubmit. _ 
After theſe two had departed from the had” 

chre, Mary Magdalen who had been ſome time 
behind them, arrived there again, and in the 
deepeſt ſorrow with tears in her eyes ſhe ſtooped 
down, and looking in ſhe beheld two Angels 
" elothed in white, ſitting, the one at the head and 
the other at the feet, where the body of Jeſus 
had lain. Immediately one of them. ſaid to her, 
Woman, why do you look: with ſuch a ſorrowful 
-anddeſpairing countenance f To whichſhe, entirely 
ſwallowed up of ſorrow, anſwered, Becauſe ſame 
perſons unknown have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid him. Im- 
mediately ſhe turned about, and ſaw Jeſus vid 
ſelf ſtanding before ber clothed in a manner the 
had never ſcen before, and therefore appeared to 
ber as an entire ſtranger, who aſked her, Woman, 
why do you weep, and whom do you ſeek in this 
place ? She, fuppoſing him to be the gardener, 
rephed, The body of Jeſus was lately depoſited 
in this Sepulehre, now it is gone, but by whom 


of it ? At theſe words, Jeſus, with CI familiar 
[tone of voice, called her by her name; ras” 
* looked in his face, and knowing bis features 
I J. | bee, 


* 


Pr * 
* 4 
ROY 


| know not ; and therefore, fir, if you know... 
any thing <A it, or have removed. it yourſelf, -. - 
pleaſe to inform me, that I may take proper care ©. 
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perfectly well, with a joyful, ſurprize, ſhe fell 
proſtrate before him, embraced his feet, and ex- 
claimed with a trembling voice, My deareſt Lord, 
are you then alive? I am, ſaid he, but now! 
cannot ſtay; detain me not, nor take as yet your 
laſt farewel of me, for J have not yet aſcended 
to my Father, nor will J leave the world for 
ſome time; you ſhall have an opportunity of ſee. 
ing me yet again. Go tell my Diſciples I am 
riſen from the dead, and live for evermore; and 
in a little time I will aſcend unto my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God, to re- 
ceive full power over all things in heaven and on 
earth, and to prepare a place for you, that where 
I am there ye may be alſo. At theſe words he 
immediately diſappeared, and left her in the moſt 
joyful admiration and ſurprize. In an inſtant he 
paſſed through the air inviſible, and met the other 
Mary and Salome, who in terror had fled from 
the Sepulchre, and were nigh entering the city, 
As ſoon as he appeared he ſaluted them: They 
knew his voice and countenance, Aſtoniſhed and 
overjoyed, they fell down before him, embraced 
his feet, and worſhipped him: To whom he 
ſaid, be not afraid, go immediately and tell my 
brethren, that [ am riſen from the dead, and that 
in a little time I will fee. them in Galilee. 
Having ſpoken theſe W he vanhed out of 
their light. 
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"Theſe ſeveral women and the two Apoſtles 
having left the Sepulchre, Joanna with the o.her _ 


Galilean women, and ſome from Jeruſalem along 


things, arrived at the Sepulchre, with the ſpices 
they had prepared for embalming the body of 


they found the Stone removed from the Sepul- 


the dead. clothes left behind, While they 
were thus amazed and perplexed, behold two 
Angels appeared in ſhining garments. At the 


themſelves with their faces to the ground, one of 


2 


not ye remember how he told his Diſciples while 
nd W he was yet alive, that he would be delivered into 
ed the hands of wicked men, be put to death, and 


he W riſe again on the third day: Accordingly all theſe 
my W things are now fulfilled. At theſe words they 


hat W immediately remembered that oftentimes they had 
ee, W heard his Diſciples debating about this matter, 


of W Then returning from the Sepulchre in a tranſport 
of joy and: fear, ſcarce knowing whether they 
ſhould believe what the Angel had told them, 


or whether they were not deceived and the body 


8 


Jeſus. ' A ſudden terror ſeized them all when 


chre : But entering in, they were more ſurprized 
hen they obſerved that the body was gone, and 


ſight they were more confounded than ever, and 
while they ſtood in filent admiration, bowing 


the Angels ſaid unto them, Why do ye ſearch 
here at the Sepulchre of the dead, for a perſon 
that is alive? For Jeſus whom ye ſeek, is not 
7. W here, dead as ye ſuppoſe, but is riſen again. Do 
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ſtolen away; they ran to inform the Diſciples 
and others of what they had heard and ſeen, but 


their relation met with little or no credit, for the 
reſurrection was in itſelf fo ſtrange a thing, and | 


the minds of the Diſciples were at this time ſo 


agitated and oppreſſed with ſorrow, and prejudiced 
with the diſappointments they had met with, that 
though he had ſo plainly foretold them he would 


riſe again, yet they ſcarcely entertained any hopes 


of it; neither could they believe the reports of 

the women, but their words ſeemed to them as 
idle tales. 
credit to what they ſaid. 
reflecting upon all the circumſtances he hid 


John was the only: perfon who gave 
In the mean time Peter 


heard and ' ſeen, aroſe immediately with ſome 


others, and ran directly to the Sepulchre with a 
deſign to ſee if the Angels mentioned by the wo- 
men were ſtill in that place; but when they | 
came there, 
coming to the entrance, ſtooped down and only 
looked in, but ſaw nothing fave the linen clothes 
lying where they were before. 
Cc. 1c ived no further information, he departed, won- 


none appeared. Peter therefore 


Having thus fe- 


dering and perplexed at every thing which had 
come to pals. 
By this time the Chief Pricſts were aſſembled 


in the council- chamber; for ſome of the ſoldiers 
who had guarded the Sepulchre, as ſoon as they 


had recovered from their fright, fled directly inte 


the city, and informed them of all that had hap- 
pbened: But they being harcened to the laſt de- 


glee, 
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gree, and having advanced in their wickedneſs too 
far to retreat, immediately conven'd the Sanhe- 
drim, with a deſign to conſult what meaſures 


and to ſecure the people from giving any credit to 
the evidences of Chriſt's Reſurrection. For this 
end Alexander roſe up, and delivered his mind i in 
the following words. 


We are now reduced to the laſt extremity ; ; all 


poſſible methods have been uſed to ſuppreſs the 
fled from the Sepulchre, the Stone is rolled away 
ſtory will ſpeedi]y fly through the city, and per- 
haps throw all into confuſion ; his Diſciples will 
from the dead; the multitude amazed at the re- 


port, and reflecting upon what happened at his 
death, may poſſibly believe it; and if they ſhould, 


e- W vill they not look upon us as murderers, caſt off 


n- MW 1! reſpect to our authority, and revenge his death 
ad upon us. Better had it been if no guard had been 
paced at the Sepulchre, even though bis Dit- 
led eiples ſhould have ſtolen him away; for in that 


decejt than it will be now; for the report of the 


vill give it an air. of probability, Azfew of. the 
ward only have told the matter to us, the reſt, 


0 


might be neceſſary to preſerve their authority, 


grand Impoſtor, but all we have hitherto done 
ſeems to be in vain : The ſoldiers in terror have 


by an inviſible hand, and the body is gone. It 
is impoſſible to deny theſe facts, this amazing 


from thence take eccaſion- to ſay that he is riſen 


caſe.it would have been n uch eaſier to prove the 


lies, if it comes to the ears of the people, 
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no doubt, will relate every circumſtance to all 
they ſec, as an apology for their flight, This ex- 
traordinary fact cannot be denied; the queſtion 
then is this, how fhall we account for theſe 
things in ſuch a manner as to give no encourage- 
ment to the impoſture, nor any occaſion for a 
tumult among the people. For my part, I ſhall 
readily agree to any method that may deliver us 
out of the preſent Uifficulty. . 
No ſooner had he ſpoken theſe qverdy; Um 
Caiaphas replied, It is well known with what 
deſign the guard was appointed, namely to pre- 
vent the Diſciples from ſtealing away the body; 
this will ealily ſuggeſt to us a method of account- 
ing for all that has happened ; let us therefore 
perſwade the people that the ſoldiers fell aſleep, 
during which time the Diſciples came and ſtole 
him away. For this end we muſt bribe the guard 
to propagate this re port, for their teſtimony is 
< abſolutely neceſſary to give it any degree of cre- 
dit among the molityde, A liberal reward for 
their trouble, together with a promiſe of ſecurity 
from puniſhment, will. eafily prevail. But here 


appear among us again? This I think may eafily 


MO ae 4 ob 3 11 ͥᷣ E io 1 — - 1 — — „ „„ * 9 
* * 


down from the croſs before he was really dead: 
And if he ſhould never appear in publie, who 
| will give credit to what his Diſciples may ſey. 


bs Woe we give contradictory and inconſiſtent ; 


I foreſee another difficulty, what if Jeſus ſhould 


be accounted for, by affirming that he was taken 


They may perhaps endeavour to render this ac- iſ 


but 
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but their influence, I hope, will have no weight 


againſt our authority over the people. Let us 


therefore call in the guard, and direct them to 
behave in the. manner now propoſed. Accord- 
ingly the Soldiers were brought in, a large ſum 
of money was diſtributed amongſt them, and the 


following charge given them by the High Prieſt, 


You ſee how liberally we have rewarded you 
for your trouble laſt night, and we expect you 
will .be ſo grateful as to ſay nothing that will in 
any meaſure be detrimental to the public intereſt ; 
for if this extraordinary affair be told with all its 
circumſtances, it may occaſion a rebellion in Ju- 
dea. It is highly expedient therefore, to prevent 
this, that you inform every one who talks of it, 
that exhauſted with long watching,, you fell 
aſleep, during which time his Diſciples came and 
ſtole him away; and if this report ſhould come 


to the Governor's ears, we now engage to per- 
ſwade him, and ſecure you from any puniſhment. 


Accordingly the Soldiers received the money, 
obeyed their inſtructions, and reported to every 
one what they knew to be equally falſe, contra- 
dictory, and difhonourable to themſelves. But 
others having told the fact, as it really happened, 
to every one they met, as an excuſe for their pre- 
cipitate flight from the Sepulchre, and having re- 
ceiv d none of the money which was given to 
their companions, they continued ſtill to affirm 
the ſame thing. Hence it came to paſs, that in 
a ſhort time theſe different reports flew: oyer all: 
Fo 3 3 
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the City, whereby the curioſity of many was mo 
raiſed to ſuch a degree, that multitudes flocked to Won 
the Sepulchre, comparing the relations of the lefa 
different Soldiers with the circumſtances of the * 
time and place. This gave occaſion to various 92 
conjectures and diſputations, every one reaſoning Ni f 
as intereſt, prejudice, fancy, or the love of truth a fai 
inclined him. Amazed at the different reports, hope 
among others came Joſeph of Arimathea and Ni- als 
codemus in all hafle to the Sepulchre: While * 
| they arrived John a zealous Sadducee entertained wk 
| the people with the following ſpeech. FO 
ö TT he Stone we fee is removed, the body is ordin; 
I gone, theſe are plain facts; ſome are at a loſs or 
| | how to zccount for them, but I ſec no difficulty, es 
| when I confider the teſtimony of the Soldiers; EE 
ö ſurely they knew beſt what happened while they - 4 
! __ were preſent: They tell us, that oppreſſed with by 9 
| wearineſs, they at laſt fell aſleep, during this Ro 
| time his Diſciples came, removed the Stone, 91 
; and carried away the body; this account is ſim- gs 
| ple and natural, and as for the Soldiers contra- wg 
* dicting one another, there is nothing ſtrange in P ; Ay 
that; part of them tell that they were affrighted 1 bs 
with ſome terrible apparition, and how much = " 
3 men been terrified in their dreams? the im- in bf 
e then are ſometimes as ſtrong and lively K 
as when awake: This very circumſtance proves ku 
"inlay that they were all aſleep, and as for the 3 je 
deſign of their carrying away the body, this may 3 
be accomuntes for alſo ; it is well known that he 1 
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was taken down from the croſs long before ma- 
lefactors uſually expire; and though the legs of 
the two thieves were broken to put an end to 
their torments, yet no violenee was done to him; 
his apparent death ſeems then to have been only 
a fainting, fit, from which he might recover; in 
hopes of this they have ſtolen away his body. 
We have heard of perſons recovering even after 
they have been buried, this will eaſily account 
for the conduct of his Diſciples ; and ſhould he 
ever appear again, there will be nothing extra- 
ordinary or miracubdus in the caſe, Nothing in- 
feed can render a pretended reſurrection more 
plauſible to the ignorant who are prejudiced in 
his favour, than this plot ſo well concerted, . 
ſo happily executed, Be aſſured e the 
whole is a cheat from firſt to laſt, and ſhould be 


* 


5 

5 regard. d as ſuch. 

To all this Joſc ph liſtened with thn and - 
. contempt, and therefore to undeceive the people, 
. who ſeemed to give credit to all he ſaid, he fe- 
$ plied in the following words: 


4 I ſhould rejoice ind-ed, ſaid he, to ſee impol- - 
h ture fairly detected and expoſed to univerſal con- 


5 tempt; but I can never aſſent to that which is 
1 improbable, contradictory and abſurd, theſe are 
J 

4 the marks of impoſture, 3 and too much of this 
de. kind appears in the account ſo confidently deli- 


ay rered. I therefore beg your attention while * 
„ eadeavour to lay them open to your view. We 
70 re been told that Jeſus was taken down” from 
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embalmed his body, and then left him alone in 


| mand a ſerious anſwer . 
1 every man if theſe circumſtances do not abun- 


leſs ta the laſt degree. 


* 
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the croſs before he was really dead, having onf: 


fainted away with exquiſite pain. Aﬀk the Cen- 
turion and the Soldiers who watched him poi * 


the croſs ; ; theſe furely muſt have known whether 
he was dead or not; and though his legs were 
not broken, yet his heart was Pierced with 2 
ſpear, the great effuſion of blood and water ſhews 
plainly how impoſſible it was he could ever re- 


vive. Was not the Sepulchre examined laſt night 
by the Prieſts, who had all the evidences of his 
death that could be deſired? Had his Diſciples 


expected a recovery from a fainting fit, would 


they have buried him ? Would they not rather 
have uſed all poſſible means, as ſoon as he was | 


taken down from the croſs, to reſtore him to life? 
Had they entertained any hopes of this kind, 
would they have wrapped him in dead clothes, 


the dark cold Sepulchre ? Theſe. queſtions de- 
And now | appeal to 


dantly prove that his Diſciples could. never ſteal. 
him away in hopes of a recovery. And if they 


could have no hopes of reſtoring their Maſter to 
life again, what could they propoſe by ſtealing 
his. dead bod y ? We are told it might be with 4 
deſign to impoſe upon the world, and make us. 
believe that he roſe again from the dead; but 
this is à ſuppoſition evident]y weak and grounds 
II Is it probable. they could] 

. have formed a reſolution fo bold and . erate 8 
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with ſuch a panic, that they all forſook him and 


fled : If they had not ſufficient courage to defend 
him when alive, how can we ſuppoſe they would 


ever fight for him when dead? Poſſibly it will 


be ſaid, that his Diſciples knew nothing of the 


guard till they arrived at the Sepulchre, where 


by accident they found them all afleep : Now 


granting this to be true, though it is very impro- 


bable, can we really ſuppoſe they would venture 
to roll away the ſtone, and carry off the body? 
Such an attempt would have been raſh to the laſt. 
degree, and inconſiſtent with their known cha- 
raters. But there are yet greater difficulties re- 
maining: Who can believe that a band of Roman 
ſoldiers, under the ſtricteſt diſcipline, would all 
fall into a profound fleep at one and the ſame 
moment of time, and thereby expoſe themſelves 


to the ſexereſt peniſhments of the military law? 


But even ſuppoſing that to have been the caſe, 
would not the Niſciples have been under great 


apptehenſions leaſt the guard ſhould awake while 
they were rolling away the ſtone, and carrying off 
the body? Vou may imagine what the danger 
would have been. Would they in ſuch hurry 
and precipitation have taken ſufficient time to 
trip their Maſter of the winding-ſheet, and e 
Mpkin that was about his head, and lay them by 
r . in the nnn Whoever then, 


3 | n rolled 


251 
to force the guard, well armed and accuſtomed to 
war ? It is well known how they behaved when 
their Maſter was apprehended ; they were ſeized 
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rolled up the dead clothes, and laid chem by, muſt 
have been under no apprehenſions of danger. But 
further, if the guard were all aſleep during that 
time, how could they know that the body was 
ſtolen ? or how could they know that his Diſci- 
ples ſtole it. During the time of ſleep our ſenſes 
are ſo entirely locked and ſhut up, that we are 
wholly ignorant of every thing that happens 
around us. If they ſaw and heard all theſe things 
ſo diſtinctly as they ſay, they muſt certainly have 
been awake ; and if they were aſleep, as they 
confeſs they were, then it is impoſſible they can 


give any account by whom or in what manner 


the body was removed, Moreover, the Soldiers 
differ in their relation of this matter; ſome of 
them poſſitively affirm and ſwear that none of 
them fell aflcep ; but that When the morning be- 
gan to appear they felt an earthquake; that im- 
mediately the Stone rolled ſpontaneouſly from the 
door, and that ſome terrible Divinity fat upon it, 
from whoſe countenance the lightning flaſhed 


dreadful in their faces, inſomuch that they | 


were all aftrighed to death for. ſome time, that 
when they recovered, they Aw no man, but fled 
immediately into the city: In this account, they 


all agreed at firſt, though for what Teaſons they 

But let theſe oppoſite; | 
relations be impartially conſidered, and then 
every one may fee on which fide the ſtrongeſt evi!" 
On the one fide, every arenen | 


now differ we cannot tell. 


dence lies. 


is improbable and ſelf contradictory -;' on the 
: | : eben, 
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other, every thing is probable, and conſiſtent 


though miraculous; and what renders it ſtill the 
more credible, is this, that the life of Jeſus was 


attended with the moſt extraordinary miracles: 
We are all ſenſible of the prodigies which hap- 


pened at his death, we may therefore the more 
eaſily believe that the Stone has been rolled away, 
and the body removed by ſome extraordinary 
cauſe, With what reaſon then can any man ſup- 
poſe that his Diſciples have either invented or 
executed ſuch an incomprehenſible plot to deceive. 

the world into a belief of his reſurrection. You. 

may all judge as you think proper, and if any. 
man thinks he can give a better account of this 
extraordinary event than I have done, I am ready 


to hear him with patience. At theſe words he 


held his peace, waiting for an anſwer ; but nei- 
ther John, nor any other attempting to reply, 


| Joſeph and his companion departed from the Se- 


pulchre, and returned into the City, perplexed 
and amazed at what had come to paſs, for as yet 


the reports or the women had not reached their 


ears. | 
Some time after this, when all had Ic fe the 8 
pulchre, Peter revelving in bis mind the ſtrange 
actounts he had heard, went out alone to Mount 
Calvary, and while he wandered melancholy and 


penſive, agitated with a variety of paſſions, ſud- 


denly his Maſter appeared. At the ſight he fell 
to the ground; but Jeſus taking him by the hand, 
a unto him, Peter, ariſe, I know the ſincerity 
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of your repentance, I freely forgive yon, and 1 
have now appeared to confirm your pardon, and 
ſtrengthen. your faith. You can no longer doubt 


the truth of what I ſo often told you, that after 
three days I would riſe again. 


Vou may now 
remember what paſſed on the holy Mount, when 
Moſes and Elias converſed with me, concerning 
the ſufferings'which I ſhould accompliſh at Jeru- 
ſalem, and the glory which ſhould follow after: 


Now all theſe things are come to paſs, and you 
are fully convinced by the teſtimony of your 


ſenſes. How could you doubt the truth of my 


words, or the reality of my reſurreCtion, after 


the proofs I had given you of my power ? Did 
you not ſee me walking amidft the billows of the 
ſtormy lake ? Did not you hear me rebuke the 


. winds and the ſeas? Did you not ſee how I raiſed 
to life the widow's ſon of Naim, the daughter MW 


of Jairus, and Lazarus of Bethany ? Nid I not 


tell you in the garden, that I had power to lay 


down my life, and power to take it up again? 


Was you not informed by the women, that I was 


riſen. from the dead? yet after all you remained, 


_ doubtful and perpl:xed : 1 have now appeared to 


you firſt of all my Apoſtles, to remove your 
doubts, and to revive your deſponding hopes, and 
at the ſame time to. convince you,” that none is/ 


more acceptable to me than a repenting ſinner: 56 
Go therefore, and tell my brethren that I will 
ſee them in Gahlee, and give them all neceſſary 


9 concerning the kingdom of Gat 
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and their future conduct. At theſe words he diſ- 
appeared, and left Peter entirely ſwallowed up 
in extacy of joy and admiration. After this he 
returned into the City, and related theſe 2 
to the reſt of his brethren. 

No ſooner had Jeſus departed from mount 


Calvary than he entered the highway which 


leads from the city to Emmaus, while two of 
his Diſciples travelled before him at a little 
diſtance, engaged in converſation about the va- 


 rious reports of the day, I know not, ſaid Cle- 
ophas, what to think+of theſe things, what can 
they intend by reporting that we have ſtolen 


away the body ; ſuch a thing would never have 
entered into our minds, I heard nothing of the 
watch till this morning; they affirm alſo that 
they were a fleep; this ſtory contradicts itſelf, 
and clears us, the other account is more con- 


ſiſtent, and ſeems to agree better with the report 


of the women, an angel could eaſily roll away 
the ſtone, and frighten the ſoldiers, Every 
thing ſurprizes and perplexes me, his conception 
and birth were miraculous. An angel foretold. 
them, his life was full of miracles, fo was his 
death, and now his body is removed by a miracle. 
He was certainly the Meſſiah, ſaid the other 
Diſciple, and yet the ſhameful death he ſuffered. 
is ſuch a difficulty as I cannot get over, it is. 
inconſiſtent with all the deſcrip ions concerning 
the Meſſiahs kingdom; had he lived, there is no- 
Gude but he would. have redeemed Iſrael ftom 

- * 
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the Roman yoke ; but alas] his mournful and 
unexpected death has quite blaſted all our ex- 
pectations. By this time Jeſus came up, and 
joined their company like a ſtranger. What 
converſation is this, ſaid he, you are engaged 


in ? you ſeem to be very much dejected, as if 
you had heard ſome bad tidings or ſuffered ſome 


conſiderable loſs, pray what is the matter ? is it 


poſſible, replied Cleophas, that you can be ig- 


norant of theſe wonderful things which have 
happened in Jeruſalem within theſe | few days, 


and are now the ſubje& of converſation to the 
whole city? what things do you mean, ſaid 
Jeſus? I mean, replied Cleophas, concerning 
Jeſus of Nazareth, who appeared as a great 


Prophet ſent from God, and one highly eſteemed 
by the people on account of his excellent doQtrine 
and aftoniſhing miracles ; but the chief prieſts 
and our rulers, envying his reputation, have 
combined againſt him and contrary to all juſtice 


and humanity have put him to a moſt infamous 
death. We thought indeed, he had been the 


perſon who would have redeemed Iſrael, and even 
after his death we were very unwilling to give up 
all our expectations; but now this is the third 
day after his death, we are in the utmoſt per- 
plexity, and know not what to think of theſe 


things. Something very extraordinary indeed 
has been told us this morning, which fills us: 
with great ſurprize, and we are very | ſoliciious: 
about the event. For certain women who, had 


entertained 


5 the ſame hopes with ourſelves, going 
"early to viſit the ſepulchre found that his body 
was removed and what is yet more ſurpfizing 
they told us that a viſion of angels appeared to 


dead, This ſtory appeared to us altogether 
vain and incredible, however two of our com- 
pany went direQly to the ſepulchre, and as the 


away from the door, the body gone, and the 
dead clothes lying within, but they ſaw no 
angels nor received any fuither account what 


was become of him. Theſe things together 


with the report of the Roman guard who 
and we know not what to think of them. 


| Theſe things are indeed ſtrange, replied Jeſus, 
and to you they ſeem altogether unaccountable : 


glorious and eternal kingdom. You thought 


only from the Roman yoke ? in this you are very 
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them, aſſuring them that he was riſen from the 


women had told, they found the ſtone rolled 


watched the ſepulehre have greatly ſurprized us, 


but had you underſtood the antient prophets, 
you would not have been perplexed with diffi- 
culties, for in all their writings from the begin- 
ning to the end, you will find it clearly foretold 
of the Meſſiah, that through indignity, reproach, 
| and contempt, from the malice and perverſeneſs 
of men, and at laſt by undergoing an ignomi- 
nious and cruel death, he ſhould be exalted to a 


that he would have redeemed Iſrael, but what 
kind of redemption did you expect? deliverance. 


far miſtaken, know you not that the tyranny of 


head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. 
words were ſpoken with a deſign to comfort the 
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Satan is worſe than that of Cæſar; that everlaſt. 
ing death in another world is infinitely more 
terrible than any ſervitude can poſſibly be in this! 


now the great end of the Meſſiahs coming is to 
deliver men from the power of Satan, from the 
dominion of ſin, and death everlaſting in the | 


world to come. Attend therefore to what Moſes 
and the Prophets have ſaid concerning the 
iche: 

When our firſt parents had ſinned againſt God 


by the temptation of the devil in the form of a 


ſerpent, then the Lord ſaid unto him, I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy ſeed, and her ſeed, it ſhall bruiſe thy 
Theſe 


guilty parents of the human race, and to give 
them hope that whatever they had loſt by the 
_ cunning and malice of Satan, they ſhould reco- 
ver by the feed of the woman, that is, they 
ſhould be reſtored to life again, and to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of everlaſting happineſs in a world to 
come. Now the ſeed of the woman is the Mef- 
fiah, the ſame perſon foretold by the prophet 


| Ifaiah, behold a virgin ſhall conceive and bear a. 


Have 


ſon, and fhall call his name Immanuel. 
you never heard that Jeſus of Nazareth was 
born of a virgin? has he not laboured with un- 
wearied care and diligence to deſtroy 


and 


the works' 


of the devil, and redeem men from his power! 
by flis malice of Satan he has ſuffered perſecution 
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and. death, by the ſecret influence of the old 
ſerpent Judas betrayed him, and the Jews have 
crucified him, they have bruiſed his heel; while 
in the mean time his ſoul remained. invincible 
amidſt torments and death, and therefore he will 
certainly break the power of Satan, and deſtroy 

the empire of death. | 
ls it not ſaid by David in the perſon of the 
Meſſiah, ſacrifice and offering thou didſt not 
deſire, burnt- offering and ſin- offering haſt thou 
not required, then ſaid I, lo I come, in the 
volume of thy book it is written of me, I de- 
lizht to do thy will, O my God, yea thy law is 
; WW within my heart, I have preached righteouſneſs 
e in the great congregation, lo I have not refrained 
e my lips, O Lord, thou knoweſt T have not hid 
e thy righteouſneſs within my heart, I have de- 
e clarcd thy faithfulneſs and thy ſalvation, I have 
not concealed thy loving kindneſs and thy truth 
tom the great congregation. Were not theſe 
(. words fully accompliſhed in the perſon of your 
o Maſter ? did he not preach righteouſneſs to the 
hole nation? you are ſenſible he was a Prophet 
et mighty in word and in deed before God and all 
dhe people, agreeable to the words of Moſes the 
ve Lord thy God ſhall raiſe up a Prophet unto thee, | 
from among. thy brethren like unto. me, him 
ſhall ye hear in all things whatſoever he ſhall ſay 
unto you, Did he not ſuffer death with the moſt 
perfe ſubmiſſion to the will of God, and with 
the kindeſt: affection to the ſons of men ? could 
any 


** N 
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any ſacrifice be ſo acceptable in the ſight of God 
as the patient and meritorious death of ſuch a 
perſon ? be not ſurprized then, if Jeſus of Na- 


zareth whom ye took for the Meſſiah was ſo un. 


juſtly put to death; this is only what the pro- 


phet Daniel ſo clearly foretold, after-threeſcore 


and two weeks, ſays he, ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, 
but not for himſelf, for ſeventy weeks are deter- 
mined upon thy people, and upon the holy city, 
to finiſh tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of 
fins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. Theſe 
weeks ate now accompliſhed, the Meſſiah has 
been cut off. The prophet Iſaiah has ſpoken to- 
the fame purpoſe concerning him when he faith, 
' he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was 
bruiſed for our iniquities, the 'chaſtiſement-of our 
peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are 
healed ; all we like ſheep have gone aſtray, we 
have turned every one to his own way, and:the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquities of us all; 
be was oppreſſed, and he was: afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth, he is brought as a lamb 
to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep. before his 
ſhearers is dumb ſo he opened not his mouth, 
be was taken from priſon and from judgment, 


and who: ſhall declare his generation? for he was 
cut off out of the land of the living, for the 
tranſgreſſions of my people was he ſtricken 5 it 
pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath put him 
to grief and made his ſoul an offering Oy 
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It is evident then you ſee, that the Meſſiah 


ought to have ſuffered all theſe things, you 


know that Jeſus of Nazareth was treated' in this 


manner, why then ſhould you be in perplexity'? 
Remember alſo what David faith concerning 


him. Why. doth. the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine a vain thing, the kings of the 
earth ſet themſelves, . and the rulers take counſel 


together, againſt the Lord and againſt his 


anointed, and yet you are ſurprized becauſe 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate; with the Roman 
ſoldiers, and the Jewiſy nation were united in 
perſecuting your Maſter, when in the mean time 


it is evident that the hand and counſel of the 
Lord determined that all this ſhould be done. 


Do you think it ſtrange that Jeſus in whom 
you truſted ſhould be deſpiſed and rejected of the 
nation, when the prophet Iſaiah has ſo clearly 
foretold that it would come to paſs in theſe 


words, he is deſpiſed and rejected of men àa man 


of ſorrows and acquainted with grief, we hid as 
it were our faces from him, he was deſpiſed and 
we eſteemed him not. You were ſurprized at 
the treachery: of Judas when he. ſold his Maſter 
for thirty pieces of filv.r ; but the - prophet. Ze- 
chariah foretold it would be ſo, in theſe. words; 


llver, a goodly price that I was prized at of 
them. If Jeſus then was ſhamefully intreated 


1 gave 


ſo they weighed for my price thirty pieces of 


by bis enemies it was exactly agreeable 30 the 
words of. Iſaiah in the perſon of the Meſfiah. 
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I gave my back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks 


to them that plucked off the hair, I hid not my 


face from ſhame; and ſpitting: Has not David 


deſcribed him iſurrounded with: eruel perſecutors, 


and complained in theſe words? Thou hit 
| brought me to the duſt of death, for dogs have 


encloſed me, they pierced my hands and my feet, 
1 may tell all my bones, they look and ſtare 


upon me, they part my garments among them, 
and caſt lots upon my veſture. Did your Maſter 
ſuffer theſe things, and gre not the circumſtances 


of his death clearly pointed out in theſe words? 
how then can you doubt whether he be the 


Meſſiah ? you know with what cruel inſolence 


and contemptous deriſion your Maſter was treated | 
in the agonies of death, how juſtly might he 
have complained. in the words of the Pſalmiſt, 


which can agree to none but the Meſſiah; I am 
a worm and no man, a reproach of men) and 


deſpiſed of the people, all they that ſee me 


laugh me to ſcorn, they ſhoot out the lip, they 


| ſhake the head, ſaying, he truſted in the Lord 


that he would deliver him, let him deliver him; 
ſeeing he delighted in him. You muſt certainly 


know that your Maſter was inſulted in this man- 
ner while he hung upon the croſs, All this in 
ſtead of raiſing your doubts ſhould rather confirm 
2 your faith in him as the true Meſſiah. Did 
they not give him vinegar mingled with gal 
aſs he thirſted . upon the croſs ? and was 1 
2% that 
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that foretold by David in theſe words, reproach 
hath broken my heart, and I am full of heavi- * 
neſs, I looked for ſome to take pity, but there 
was none, and for comforters but I found none, 
they gave me alſo gall for my ,meat, and in my 
thirſt they gave me vinegar to drink. Did your 
Maſter ſuffer as a 3 and in the com- 
bany of ſuch men ? and was not the Meſſiah to 
die in this manner according as it is written by 
„dhe prophet Iſaiah, and he was numbered with 
| the tranſgreſſors. In what manner was he bu- 
; W ried ? was it by the permiſſion: of the governor 
4 who alone has power to difpoſe of malefactors? 
e Was he buried honourably, and by any of the 
de rich and powerful men of the nation? if ſo, the 
ed T like was to happen the Meſſiah, as it is written 
he by the prophet,” he made. his grave with the rich 
ſt, and with the wicked in his death, becauſe he 
mW had done no violence, neither was any deceit 
nd found in his mouth. Did one of the ſoldiers 
ne MW thruſt a ſpear into his ſide? think how exactly 
ey _ agrees with the prophecy of Zechariah, 
od MW they ſhall look upon him whom 0007 have 
im, 2 and they ſhall mourn. + - 

Now I appeal to your underſtandings whether 
theſe prophecies do not evidently relate to the 
Meſſiah, Their meaning is obvious to every 
attentive” and unprejudiced mind, and you have 
{cen chem literally accompliſhed in the ſufferings 
and death of that perſon you ſo much lament. 
on theſe do een confirm his title, and 


Prove 
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prove beyond diſpute that he was the true Me. 
ſiah. Theſe things he ought to have ſuffered 
before he entered into the poſſeſſion of his king- 
dom and glory. For this end it was foretold 
that he would riſe, again from the dead. Obſerye 
what the. prophet Iſaiah ſays, when thou ſhalt 
make his ſoul an offering for ſin, he ſhall ſee his 
ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days, and the pleaſure 
of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hands, How 
could he prolong his days after his ſoul became 
an offering for ſin, or after he was brought unto 
the duſt of death, if he did not riſe again, and 
live for evermore ? conſider alſo the words of 
David, to whom being a prophet, God had 


ſworn that the Meſſiah ſhould deſcend from his 


loins, and fit upon his throne. He foreſeeing 
this, ſpake of his reſurrection in theſe words, I 
have ſet the Lord always before me: becauſe he 
is at my right hand, I ſhall not be moved, 
therefore my heart is glad, and my glory re- 
joiceth: my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hope, for thou 
wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, nor wilt thou 
ſuffer thine holy one to ſee corruption. You 
ſee from this that bis ſoul was to return from the 
ſtate of the dead, before any corruption would 
ſeize his body. Now from all that I have ſaid 
unto you, it plainly appears that the Meſliah 
was to ſuffer, to die, and riſe again from the 
dead; all th:ſe things were foretold by Moſes 
and the Prophets: you have ſeen them exact) 


bacowpirihad, and therefore let not your hearts be 
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troubled on account of theſe things which have 
befallen your Maſter. Did he never tell you 
that he behoved to ſuffer many things of the 
chief prieſts and elders, and be put to death, and 


ground; if ſome of your companions have exa- 
mined the ſepulchre, and found it as the women 


is actually riſen from the dead, and may entertain 
the hopes of ſeeing him again, when your hearts 


end, 
During the whole of this diſcourſe the two 


$ . Diſciples liſtened with the keeneſt attention, 


: ſurprized to find a ſtranger, as they ſuppoſed, to 


well acquainted with the life and ſufferings of 
their Lord; they were altogether” aſtoniſhed at 


the manner in which he explained and applied the 
Scriptures ſa much to the purpoſe, with uncom- 
mon authority, and irreſiſtible evidence; and 


becauſe the evening was at hand. Accordingly 


before his death. At this their attention was 
awakened, they fixed their eyes upon his coun- 


M 


riſe again the third day? the report therefore ye 
have heard of his reſurreQion is not without juſt 


have told you, you have reaſon to believe that he 


ſhall rejoice, and all your perplexities be at an 


therefore when they came near the village, they - 
earneſtly preſſed him to abide with them all night 


he conſented, and when they had got into their 
lodging, and were ſet down to ſupper, he took 
bread, gave thanks to God, brake it, and gave 
unto them in the ſame manner as he uſed to do - 


(cnanee, gazed with filent admiration, and founs 8 
that 
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that it was their Lord. But no Soner Was he 


known, than immediately he vaniſhed . out of 


their ſight. This encreaſed their aſtoniſhment, - 
they looked round, and in filent wonder they 


ſtared at one another for a little time. At length, 
ſaid Cleophas, he is certainly riſen from the dead, 


we have ſeen him and heard him as diſtinctly as 
ever we did before, I am ſurprized how we 
could take him for a ſtranger; did you not ob- 
ſerve how readily he repeated every prophecy re- 
lating to the Meſſiah, how clearly did he explain, 
and how juſtly did he apply them to the circum- 


ſtances of his own death ?. his words were deli- 


vered with ſo much eaſe, with ſo much dignity, / 


and divine energy, that our hearts were touched, 


our affections were kindled, and our bade | 
ings enlightened to ſuch a degree, that none but 
bimietf auld: have done the ſame. | Yet after all, 
his diſappearing like an Angel i in a moment not 
only ſurprizes but alſo perplexes me, for I cannot 
conceive how a. human body can vaniſh in this 
manner. My heart is now ſo elated with joy, 
that I can have no reſt till we return, tho? late, 
and inform our brethren of this aſtoniſhing in- 


terview ; ſuch tidings will no doubt confirm the 


reports of the women, and fill- their hearts with 
gladneſs. Accordingly after ſupper they returned 
to Jeruſalem, where they found the Apoſtles 
and ſcveral other Diſciples converſing about the 
're{urr. ion of their Lord, and particularly 
baut his Appogring! to the women, and after- 
fi | | | wards 11 
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wards to Peter on mount Calvery. Having re- 
ceived a diſtin account of all theſe things with 
a pleaſing admiration, they afterwards related to 
them his appearance, his converſation on the 
way to Emmaus, and the manner in which he 
diſcovered himſelf at ſupper. Upon this occa- 
ſion every circumſtance was examined, and many 
queſtions were propoſed by them who had not 
ſeen him. While they were thus converſing 
together, the place being private, and the doors 
ſhut for fear of the Jews, in a moment Jeſus 
himſelf appeared ſtanding in the midſt of them, 
and ſaluted them with his uſual words of famili- 
arity and kindneſs. At fight of him they were 
all afraid, and cried out, ſuppoſing they had ſeen 
a ſpirit, or only the ghoſt of their deceaſed Lord, 
Beholding them now in ſuch terror and confu- 
fon, he ſaid, what means all this groundleſs fear 
and perplexity ; ſee there my hands and my feet; 
obſerve the prints of the nails which fixed me to 
the croſs, feel them and be convinced that I am 
truly your Maſter, riſen from the dead, not with | 
an apparent, but with a real body, even the very ; 
lame which ſuffered on the croſs, for a ſpirit has 
nat fleſh and bones as ye ſee me have. At theſe © 
words they were filled with exceſſive wonder and 
joy, yet after all they could ſcarce believe the 
teſtimony. of their ſenſes, till having aſked for 
ſome meat, they gave him a piece of a broiled | 
fiſh, and an honey comb, which he cat in their 


10 * 2 


preſence, Then were they fully ſatisfied,: ane 
. 
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that it was their Lord. But no ſooner was he 
known, than immediately he vaniſhed . out of 


their ſight, This encreaſed their aſtoniſhment, - 
they looked round, and in ſilent wonder they 
ſtared, at one another for a little time. At length, 


ſaid Cleophas, he is certainly riſen from the dead, 
we have ſeen him and heard him as diſtincly as 


ever we did before, I am ſurprized how we 


could take him for a ſtranger; did you not. ob- 


ſerve how readily he repeated every prophecy re- 


lating to the Meſſiah, how clearly did he explain, 
and how juſtly did he apply them to the circum- 
ſtances of his own death ?. his words were deli- 
vered with ſo much eaſe, with ſo much dignity, 
and divine energy, that our hearts were touched, 


our affections were kindled, and our bäder 
ings enlightened to ſuch a degree, that none but 


bimſelf could have done the ſame. Vet after all, 


his diſappearing like an Angel in a moment not 
only ſurprizes but alſo perplexes me, for I cannot 
conceive how a human body can vaniſh in this 
manner. My heart is now fo elated with joy, 
that I can have no reſt till we return, tho' late, 


and inform our brethren of this aſtoniſhing i in- 
terview ; ſuch tidings will no doubt confirm the 


reports of the women, and fill their hearts with 
gladneſs. Accordingly after ſupper they returned 
to Jeruſalem, where they found the Apoſtles 
and ſeveral other Diſciples converſing about the 


reſurr gion of their Lord, and particularly 


abaut his appogring! to ihe women, and after- 
WE wards 11 
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wards to Peter on mount” Calvery. Having re- 

ceived a diſtin account of all theſe things with 
a pleaſing admiration, they afterwards related to 
them his appearance, his converſation on the 

way to Emmaus, and the manner in which he 

diſcovered himſelf at ſupper. Upon this occa- 

ſion every circumſtance was examined, and many 
queſtions were propoſed by them who had not 
ſeen him. While they were thus converſing 

together, the place being private, and the dbots' 
ſhut for fear of the Jews, in a moment Jeſus 
himſelf appeared ſtanding in the midſt of them, 

and ſaluted them with his uſual words of famili- 
aity and kindneſs, At fight of him they were 

all afraid, and cried out, ſuppoſing they had ſeen 
a ſpirit, or only the ghoſt of their deceaſed Lord. 
Beholding them now in ſuch terror and confu- 
ſion, he ſaid, what means all this groundleſs fear 
and perplexity; ſee there my hands and my feet; 
obſerve the prints of the nails which fixed me to 
the croſs, feel them and be convinced that I am 

truly your Maſter, riſen from the dead, not with 
an apparent, but with a real body, even the very 
lame which ſuffered on the croſs, for a-ſpirit has ; 
not fleſh and bones as ye ſee me have. At theſe * 
words they were filled with exceſſive wonder and 
joy, yet after all they could ſcarce believe the 

teſtimony. of their ſenſes, till having aſked for 
ſome meat, they gave him a piece of a broiled. 
fin, and an honey comb, which he eat in their 

picfence, Then were they fully ſatisfied and 
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alt their doubts removed. As ſoon as he had * 


done eating he ſaid to them, you ſee now the 
accompliſhment of my words; I told 
quently. that I behoved to ſuffer and die at Jeru- 


ſalem, and that after three days I would rife 


again; all theſe things have come to paſs exactly 
as the Prophets have foretold : then opened he 
their underſtandings to know the Scriptures by a 
brief explanation and application of the various 
predictions relating to himſelf, Which having 


done to the full conviction of all preſent, he 


immediately diſappeared and left them in the moſt 
joyful admiration. 

Upon this occaſion, Thomas one of the Apof. 
tles was abſent, who afterwards was informed 


by the reſt, how their Lord had appeared and 


converſed with them. But he declared that he 
could by no. means give any credit to their report, 
that their ſenfes had only been impoſed upon by 


| ſome phantom or apparition, and that unleſs he 


could have an opportunity of ſeeing him with 
his own eyes, feeling him- with his hands, and 
examining the prints of the nails, and the wound 
in his ſide, he would not believe that he was 


riſen from the dead. Thus he remained in un- 


belief in oppoſition to the united teſtimony of 


all his brethren, till about a week after, when f 


he and they were aſſembled together. Upon 
this occaſion they endeavoured to perſwade him 
by many arguments that their Maſter was truly 
riſen from the dead, but all in vain, till on 2 


ſudden | 


you fre- 


— 
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| ſudden while the doors were ſhut, Jeſus mpcact Fill 
In the midſt of them, and after the uſual ſaluaͤ-( ) i 
tion he addreſſed himſelf particularly to Thomas. 
How is it poſſible, ſaid he, that you can reject 
the teſtimony of ſo many witneſſes? Do you 
think that their ſenſes were all deceived ?- If fo, 


do you ſuppoſe that this could have been done |; il 
without a miracle ? And can you imagine that = | ſ 
God would work a miracle with a defign 1 
to make men believe a falſehood? Surely no, Fj 
what then could you mean by rejecting their 14 
teſtimony i in favour of my reſurrection? Did you 1 { 
imagine they could form a deſign to impoſe upon N j 
you, and to make you believe, what they them- 1 
ſelves knew to be falſe? This you had no reaſonrn 


to ſuſpect, nor had they any temptation to be 1 
guilty of ſuch a crime. If you deny the teſtimony Bil 
of credible witneſſes, in ſupport of facts whether 
common or extraordinary, your knowledge muſt 
be confined within very narrow limits, and you 
can believe nothing but what falls under the exa- 
mination of your own ſenſes. © In that caſe you 
muſt live in perpetual doubts, and uncertainty 
even in the moſt important concerns of this pre- 
ſent life. And in this caſe no revelation of the 
divine will can ever obtain credit among men, 
becauſe a true revelation muſt neceſſarily ſup- "© 
m poſe, and be founded upon extraordinary facts, 
ly Wl which the teſtimony of credible witneſſes can 
alone ſupport. How many miracles have you 
ken done by me ? And if you will not believe 1 
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ever as IJ know your unbelief is not founded in 


_ malice and obſtinacy, but ariſes from a ſincere 
and ſtreng deſire of obtaining the fulleſt cot- 


viction, I am willing to ſatisfy your deſire. Ob- 


ſerve now my hands and my feet, ſce there the 
prints of the nails, feel them; look here in my 


ſide, put your finger into the wound, there yon 


ſee where the ſpear entered and pierced my heart; 


examine every thing fully, and be no longer 
taithleſs, but believing. You have as ſtrong 
evidences of the reality of my body now, as 


ever you had before my death. Accordingly Tho- 


mas having ſeen and felt the wounds in his hands, 


feet, and fide, immediately fell upon his knees, 
and cried out in an extaſy of wonder and joy, 
thou art indeed my Lord and my God, the very 


ſame who died upon the croſs, Then ſaid Jeſus 
to him, you' have now believed upon the teſti- 
mony of your ſenſes the truth of my reſurrection, 


but every one cannot obtain the ſame favour you | 
have found. Bleſſed are they, who upon the tel- 


timony of credible witneſſes ſhall believe the 
ſame important truth, and live according to the 
goſpel which I have delivered. I have now re- 
moved all your doubts and perplexities ; I have 


yet many things to ſay unto you, but as it is nei- 
ther convenient nor ſafe for you to remain any 
longer in this city. I deſire therefore you may 
return into Galilee; there I will fee. you, and. 


give 
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the teſtimony of your brethren, how can you 
expect that any man will believe yours? How. 
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give you further inſtructions concerning the 


271 


kingdom of God. At theſe words he became 
inviſible, and departed from the houſe. The 


feaſt of the Paſſover being now fully concluded, 
they leſt the city, cute to Galilee, and fol 


lowed their reſpective eupeuen 
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Tas ARGUMENT. 


Joſus appears and converſes with his Diſciples at- 
| the Lake of Tiberias, and afterwards upon a 
mountain in the preſence of five hundred ſbecta- 
ors, He explains the nature of his kingdom, 
end foretells the Rate of his Church till the end 
of the World. Immediately after this, Satan 


aſembles his angels in Gadara, propeſes ſchemes - 
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Vor defeating the intentions of the Meſſiah, cor- 

. rapting his Church, and a: ifturbing his W tl 
Jeſus at laſt appears to his Diſciples in MW t 
Feruſalem, diſcourſes with them, leads them out MW 
to Mount Olivet, aſcends into the clouds, fits th 
down on the Chariot of the Cherubims, mount; th 
upwards with an immenſe retinue of Angels, th 
confounds and diſper ſes Satan and all his hofl in le 
the upper region of the air; then aſcends through th 
the ſecond or flarry heavens, arrives at the ſoc 
third heaven, and enters with all his train; he ſes 
is conducted to the Divine Preſence, approved if Iy1 
by his Father, fits down on his right hand, i: ad! 


1 inveſted with uniuerſal dominion, and war ſhipped to 
1. Y all the Angels and glorified Saints. dre 
1 did 
1 FTE NTIMES had the Diſciples, aftee tair 
| i their return into Galilee, longed for a viſit MW lars 
F of their Lord. At length while Peter, Thomas, {MW dov 
| Nathanael, James, John, and others, were em- the! 
ployed in fiſhing upon the Lake of Tiberias, he fea! 
appeared early. in the morning ſtanding upon the W wor 

ſhore ; and calling aloud, he*enquired if they had Y 

got any fiſh. But they ſuppoſing him to be 2 have 

. ranger, replied, that though they had laboured is or 

all night, yet they, had caught nothing. He matt 

then directed them to caſt their net upon the ſhal! 

right fide of the Dot and they would find a your 

wear 

be Ul 

. mat 00 could not draw phy: into the Percy 


* | * F boats, 
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boats, but were obliged to drag them towards 
the ſhore. Upon this occaſion, John recollecting 
that he had formerly been preſent at a like won- 
derful draught of fiſhes, obſerved to Peter, that 
the Perſon' whom they took for a Stranger upon 
the ſhore, could be none elſe than their Lord. At 
theſe words Peter immediately put on his coat, 
leaped into the water, and went aſhore, while 
the reſt in the boat dragged the net along, As 
ſoon as they came to land, they were ſurprized to 
ſee a fire with fiſh broiling on it, and ſome loaves 
lying upon the graſs. While they looked with 
admiration, but ſaid nothing, Jeſus defired them 
to bring ſome of the fiſh they had taken, and 
dreſs it along with the reſt : Accordingly they 
did, having firſt drawn the net aſhore, con- 
taining in it one hundred and fifty-three 
large fifhes. All things being ready, they fit 
down to meat, which was diſtributed amongſt 
them by their Maſter, who preſided over bo 
feaſt, and ſpoke to them in the Labenz 


words. 


Lou ſee now, my friends, What ſiiceeſs: 5%“ 
have obtained by following my ditęction ; this 
is only an earneſt of far greater ſucceſs, and in 
matters of greater importance: Henceforth. ye 
mal! be fiſhers of men, and amazing ſhall be 
| your ſucceſs in the world. Be zealous and un- 
wearied as I have been, and- your reward ſhall 
be unſpeakably great. Then fixing his eyes upon 
Bae, he ſaid, Simon, ſon of Jonas, do you 


80 


26 THE MESSIAH. Book IX 


love me better than the reſt of my Diſciples do? 
Truly, my Lord, ſaid be, you know how well [ 
love you. Then, ſaid his Maſter, let that appear 
in your conduct, eſpecially by your affectionate 
zeal in promoting the ſalvation of my Church 
and people. In a little after he aſked him the 
Jecond time, and received the ſame anſwer, and 
then a third time: At this Peter ſeemed to be 
very much grieved, as if his Maſter ſuſpeQed 
his ſincerity, and therefore he replied again, Lord, 
thou knoweſt the ſecrets of all hearts; thou W pe 
K&noweft that I love thee, I know it, indeed, ſaid 
| Jeſus, but as I told you before, let the ſincerity 
and fervency of your love appear from your zeal 
in promoting the ſalvation of my people: For 
in my. abſence, every kind action you do to 
them, I regard as if done to myſelf ; And ac- 
Sg cordinglyT know you will do ſo, even at the ha- 
© zard of your life; for the time is coming, when 
you who now girded yourſelf willingly, and 
ſtretched out your hands affectionately to come 
to me through the water, ſhall in your old age 
be girded by others, and forced to ſtretch out 
pour hands upon the croſs, where you ſhall die 
BY . for my names ſake. Ariſe now, and follow me | 
wo . a little, for I have ſomewhat elſe to. ſpeak to 
| you. Accordingly he went along with his 
Maſter, and looking about, he obſerved John 
coming up behind them ;, whereupon he ſaid, 
Lord, what ſhall become of this man, whom 


your: 1 treated with peculiar marks of 1 
fot | mo 
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moſt tender friendſhip | ? That is a matter, replied 
his Maſter, in which you have no concern; follow 
you me. What if he ſhould remain till come, 
in vengeance againſt the Jewiſh nation. I once 


of God coming with power. I have many things 


other time will be more expedient. Accordingly 
having fixed the time and place of his next ap- 
| pearance, he immediately departed. 


than they went through the country, informing 

their friends of the time and place, where every 

one might have full ſatisfaction, and all their 
doubts removed concerning the truth of his Re- 
ſurrection. In the mean time every one applied 
himſelf to his proper buſineſs until the day ap- 
pointed came, when they all aſſembled upon .z 
mountain, being in number above five hundred. 
Scarce had they fully met, when Jeſus appeared 


eminence, every eye was fixed upon him, the 
multitude were aſtoniſhed ; ſcarce could they be- 


word : Admiration and fear ſealed their lips, 
After he had looked around for a little ns he 
thus began : 

Now, my Friends... you ſee that, 1 am really 
alive, the very ſame who died upon, the cfols ; 
In, have all the proofs of my ReſurreQion that 


told you, that there are ſome among you which 
ſhall not taſte of death till they ſee the kingdom 


of importance to communicate to you, but an- 


No ſooner had his Diſciples returned home, . 


in the midſt of them, and ſtanding upon an 


lieve what they ſaw, nor did they ſpeak a ſingle 
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25 brought under his authority, as. it is written by 
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can poſſibly be given. I was condemned and put 
to death as a Blaſphemer, becauſe I ſaid I was 
the Son of God, the true Meſſiah, and the King 
of Iſrael; Now my words are abundantly con- 
firmed, God has ſet his ſeal to the truth of my 
Doctrine, and the divinity of my Miſſion, by 
raiſing me from the dead, as David had foretold 
in theſe words, „I will declare the decree, 
e the Lord hath ſaid unto me, thou art my Son, 


this day have I begotten thee.” Though you 
believe I am the Meſſiah, yet hitherto have ye g 
been ignorant of my kingdom; it is now highly q 
neceſſary that ye underſtand it aright. You muſt W n 


know, therefore, that fince the days of Abraham, 
the peculiar kingdom of God has been confintd 
within the limits of the Jewiſh nation; “ He 
“ ſhewed his words unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and 
„ judgments unto Iſrael, he hath not dealt fo 
„ with any other nation, and as for his judge- 
* ments. they have not known them.“ The 
Nations were ignorant of him, they were ſeduced 
by Satan to the worſhip of idols, to the groſſeſt 
ſuperſtition, and all manner of wickedneſs. The 
ceremonial law was enjoined as a wall of parti: 
tion, to ſeparate the Jews from all religious in- 
tercourſe with the Gentiles, and as ſhadows of 
better things to come. The time is now at hand 
when all theſe ceremonies ſhall ceaſe, and the 
diſpenſation of Moſes be at an end; The king 
dom of God ſhall be enlarged, and all nations 
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the Prophet Daniel!; © In the days of theſe 
6 kings ſhall ihe God of heaven ſet up a king- 
dom which ſhall never be deſtroyed, and the 
« kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, but 
« jt ſhall break in pieces and conſume all theſe 
« kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever:“ And 
in me ſhall theſe words be accompliſhed, << 1 
have given thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
„e that thou mayeſt be my ſalvation to the ends 
« of the earth,” The like promiſe was made to 
Abraham; „ in thy ſeed ſhall all the families of 

« the earth be bleſſed.” The Jews expect a 
Meſſiah that will conquer the world, and reign 
over all nations in the greateſt pomp and ſplen- 
dor; but their underſtandings are darkned, they 
know not the Scriptures ; I deſpiſe all dominion 
gained by force, „my people ſhall be willing in 
„the day of my power:” Neither the allure- 
ments nor terrors. of this world, ſhell ever be 
employed in gaining Subjects to my Authority. 
„“ Shout, O daughter of Jeruſalem, ſaith the 
% Prophet, behold thy King cometh. unto thee ; 
he is juſt and having ſal vation, lowly and ri- 
ding upon an aſs; and I will cut off the cha- 
riot from Ephraim, and the horſe from Jeru- 
“ ſalem, and the battle bow ſhall be cut off, and 
„he ſhall ſpeak peace to the heathen, and his 
% dominion ſhall be from ſea to fea, and from 
{© the river to the ends of the earth.” My king- 
dom is indeed univerſal, for all power in heaven 
and on earth is given unto me; and therefore 1: 


8 have 


of men. By ſuch means as theſe, ſhall the pu- 
. rity and ſimplicity of the Goſpel be loſt amidſt a 
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have choſen and appointed you to preach the 
Goſpel unto all Nations, teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things whatſoever I have ſpoken unto 
you. He that believeth on me, and by baptiſm 
enters into an obligation to obey me, and lives 
accordingly, ſhall be ſaved : But he that rejedts 
the Goſpel through obſtinacy, or lives in oppo- 
ſition to it after he has received it, ſhall certainly 
periſh, See that ye add none of your own in- 
ventions to the doctrines I have taught you, and 
whatſoever ye leave upon record, let it be the 
dictates of the holy Ghoſt, that all ſucceeding 
ages may enjoy the ſame Goſpel which I have 
delivered to you; for while men ſearch with di- 
ligence, and practiſe with integrity, what is therein 
contained, truth and righteouſneſs ſhall prevail 
in my Kingdom, But as ſoon as they introduce 
their own inventions, and make their own inter- 
pretations the rule of faith and practice to all 
others, then ſhall ariſe ſtrife and contention, ha- 
tred and perſecution ; then ſhall the terrors and 
allurements of this world be employed as engines 
to eftabliſh an awful tyranny over the conſciences 


boundleſs multitude of ſuperſtitious inventions : 
For, as the Jews have rendered the command- 
ments of God of none effect through their tra- 
ditions, ſo ſhall it be in future, ages among my 
Diſciples, till at length, oppreſſed with intolle- 
rable bondage, they ſhall ſee their error, ſhake | 
888 off 
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off the yoke, and return again to the pure and 
_— fountain of truth and righteouſneſs, 

By ſlow and imperceptible degrees ſhall this cor- 
ruption be introduced, and removed after a long 
time; then all the ends of the earth ſhall turn 


bow before him. Then ſhall the world enjoy a 
{tate of purity, peace and happineſs, for the ſpace 
of a thouſand years when they ** ſhall beat 


« into pruning-hooks ; nation ſha]l not lift up a 
% ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn 


piced,” Then the ſpirit of error and iniquity 
ſhall revive, and begin to perſecute as before, but 


7 in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
ice Jory. T hen will 1 Nn the dead, judge the 

er- World in righteouſneſs, and render unto every one 

all Weccording to his works. Therefore, my deareſt 

ha- Wrriends and Brethren, let nothing diſcourage. you 

and Wn the important work I have committed to your 

ines Wharge : For God will aſſiſt you by his Spirit, 
ces nd confirm your doctrine by a variety of extra- 
pu- {Widinary gifts and aſtoniſhing miracles. Be faith» 

ata WW! unto, death, and 1 will give you a crown of 
ww ſe, Lou know I was once dead, and now [I 

and- 


ys of hell and of death. As my body was 
ce like yours, frail and mortal, ſo ſhall yours 
come like mine incorruptible and amingntsl. 


unto God, and all the kindreds of the nations 


« their ſwords into plow-ſhares, and their ſpears 
var any more, till the thouſand years be ex- 


it ſhall not prevail; for ſuddenly will I appear 


m alive, and live for evermore, and have the 


"My 


FJ if 
Fi 


4 


were aſtoniſhed at the divine eloquence, which 


En isf endeavoured thus to comfort wwe Geſport 


far temoved, 1 ſee through his deep deſigns if 


- 
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My kingdom ſhall be your everlaſting habitation, 
and unſpeakable joy the reward, of all your la- 
bours. At theſe words he became inviſible ;; all 


| flowed from his lips, and amazed at his ſudden 
and unaccountable departure. Immediately they 
deſcended from the mountain, fully convinced 
that he was riſen from the dead, only ſome few 
were doubtful of the reality of his body becauſe 
he diſappeared in a moment. 

In the mean time, to Jeſus inftruQted his 
Diſciples upon the mountain, Satan, diſguiſed in Tin 
the form of a ſerpent, lay concealed in the ca- : | 
vity of a rock, liſtning with attention to all that I wo 
was ſaid: From thence, like a vulture keen for WM for, 
blood, he mounts the liquid ſky, and quickly reſts WM tre 
in Gadara, upon the ſame precipice from when of f 
the headlong ſwine ſometime before had periſhei 
in the waters. There all his Angels were ſoot 
| allemibled;; With fear, and malice, and anxious 
 fuſp-nce they wait impatient, while their mighty 


ing . 7 15-46 

Hear, all ye friends, while N lhe whit} 
may 'baniſh fear, raiſe our hopes, and aniimak 
our Leal. Lately we thought the day of ver 
geance juſt at hand, when hoſtile power 
pelled us to retire before the Son of Gol 
dread his awful word. But now the danget! 


as te dr off our ſabjects i in erety a nati 
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N from our obedience, and to reduce them under 
we authority of our Almighty foe. For this end 
ne has choſen a few ignorant fiſhermen of Ga- 
h lilee, whom he propoſes to ſend into every corner 
n of the world, with the gentle force of perſwaſion, 


conqueſt, From the account I have heard him 
give of his kingdom, and the inſtructions he de- 


meaſures neceſfary to defeat his deſigns. As for 


in their former prejudices; » for while they: expect 
2 temporal Prince like the mighty men of this 
world, they will never believe in him, and tre- 
fore they will treat his Diſciples as they have 


treated himſelf. We have the greateſt probability 


All the allurements of this world are on our ſde; 


doQrines, the belief and pofeflion of which 
be attended wich poverty ame, perſecul 
and death. The JewsA we fla 
potwithſtanding the na Ic ae 
noſt public manner; 'h6w then will they bel ve 
miracle they never ſaw ? Por as far 9 Lean 
nderftand, he never yet appeared to any but his 
wn Diſciples ; ; and we may real nablye expe. 


* e, dd ol 


* 5% 


and the power of miracles, in hopes of a general 


livered to his Diſciples, I can eaſily judge of the 


the Jews, our only buſineſs is, to confirm them 


of ſucceſs, while pleaſures, riches and: honoury'- 
can have any influence upon the hearts of ment 


few will be inclined ifo enguire into the tit 5 


at the teſtimony of ſuch mean and contemptible E 
effons will be little regirded in peßtian ta: 
. ach breju ices, 
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of the people. And as for the kingdoms of this 
world, over whom we have reigned for ſo many 
ages, we have no reaſon to fear that ever they 
will be ſeduced by a few deſpicable fiſhermen, 
Our Divinities have been eſtabliſhed, and held 
ſacred there for many ages. The multitude ate 
ſtrongly attached to our intereſt : Our ſolemn 
rites are wiſely calculated to flatter their inelina. 
tions, and gratify their paſſions. The influence 
of the Prieſts, the ingenuity of the Poets, the 
ſubtile reaſonings of the Philoſophers, together 
with the authority of the Civil Magiſtrates, are 
all united in ſupport of our cauſe. By the force 
of Arguments, and the power of Miracles, thele 
fiſhermen are to appeal to the reaſon of mankind, 
| But reaſon we know has but a ſmall ſhare in the 
conduct of human life; their appetites and paſ- 


ſions; ſtrengthened by habit, confirmed by edu- 
cation, by examples, by eſtabliſhed laws, cuſtoms 
and manners, theſe are the ſprings of human 
conduct, the principles of all- their actions. All 
theſe are engaged in ſupport of our authority, 
and in direct oppoſition to that of our adverſa- 
ries. But let us ſuppoſe the worſt, we mull 
provide againſt it. Suppoſe the world ſhould 

abandon our intereſt, and ſubmit to the Meſſiah 
yet there is a poſſibility of corrupting his religion, 
_ and rendering it uſeleſs. This I underſtand" 8 
is very apprehenſive of; his ſubjects then uil n Di 
- ill be within the reach of our influence. H em te 
- doctrines I find will be left upon record as 


Ae 


,” 
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only rule of faith and manners to all ſucceeding 
| ages; we muſt therefore uſe all the methods in 
7 our power to inſpire his followers with pride, am- 
bition, covetouſneſs, mutual hatred, and diſcord, 
. 


| Men of this temper will look upon their own 


(| Wl judgment in religious matters as ſuperior to all 
e others; their opinions will then be eſteemed ſa- 
cred by all their dependents, To ſupport the 


m 

a. Wl credit of theſe opinions, rewards muſt be con- 

ce Wl ferred upon ſuch as believe them, and puniſh- 
he ments inflicted upon all who oppoſe them. In 


this manner the inventions of men may be min- 


original deſign of it. By the traditions of the 


paſ- {Wand the Prophets of none effect: By the like tra- 
«dy. Pitions we may render ineffectual the writings of 
roms Ihe Apoſtles. There is only one thing more we 


gled with the doctrines of Chriſt, and in length 
of time, the whole ſyſtem of his religion may 
be changed to ſuch a degree, as to defeat the 


Elders we have rendered the writings of Moſes 


MESSIAH N ® 


— 


muſt dy all means endeavour to introduce into 


Iman ; | 

Al be kingdom of Chriſt, that is, a general corrup- 

orith lon of manners, for in this the ſtrength and 
ory of our Empire wholly conſiſts; and we 


eir hearts and lives are ſubject to our authority. 
n this manner ſhall the deſign of his death and 


 nately 


Ieed not be much concerned, though men ſhould 
e called by his name, while in the mean time 


lurreion be entirely fruſtrated, even by his 
m Diſciples. If therefore we can prevail with 
em to break but one of his laws, and obſti- 
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nately to perſcvere in ſo doing, we are ſure of 
all ſuch perſons, even though they ſhould 
from motives of worldly intereſt obey all the 
reſt, And thus if we can by any means per- 
ſwade them to live in the practice of deliberate 
wickedneſs, and yet entertain the hopes of future 
happineſs, our intereſt will be ſecure, and the 
religion of Chriſt can do us little harm. In this 

manner our kingdom may be eſtabliſhed even in 
thoſe places where his a e E 0 ac. 
n iadgen. 

. underſtand from his own onde that in 2 
little time he will leave this world, aſcend to 
our antient habitation, and take poſſeſſion of an 
everlaſting kingdom in the heavens. | I rejoice 
to think of his departure, the farther from him 
the better, and yet I cannot think of his aſcen- 
fion without the moſt envious reſentment. He ordi. 
muſt needs paſs through, part of our dominions, 
ſhall we ſuffer him without the leaſt moleſta- 

tion? or can we make no oppoſition ? ſurely our 
native ſtrength, our antient courage is not yet 
exhauſted, Let us then ſummon all our hoſts in 
the upper region of the air; let us unite in cloſe, 
array, and. hold the diſtant war with 'f:ming! 
thunder bolts caſt down upon our. foes thick a 
Ip = the rattling hail, If they advance, let ſhields! 
Aa agfd ſwords, and long extended ſpears of Keen) 
ætherial temper ſtand in firm oppoſition to thei 
front; and while we-engage our foes, let the 
rapid. wings of ten thouſand angry e 
1 . A e 
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awake the whirlwinds furious blaſt, and toſs 


f 
chem in the troubled ſky, or headlong 7 them 
6 down to earth with ſad diſgrace and terrible con- 


„ ſuſion. What though we ſhruld not gain a 


> revenge, und obſtruct their paſſage to the upper 
ne wc. If ye agree to what is ſaid, let us all 
is prepare for fierceſt battle, and diligently watch 
in che time of his departure. 
ic. At theſe words the loud voice of helliſh appro- 
I bation ſounded through all the hoſt like diltant . 
\ 2 Wibunders. muttering in the ſky. No oe Pad 
| to bey ceaſed, than like a ſwarm of envenom'd 
an aſps they Teatier over all the land, and with 
dice Neen attention lay hold on every hint Which 
bim Mvight favour their impious deſigns, till within 
cen- eren days of Pentecoſt, when the eleven, a8. . 
He {Wording to the appointment of their Lord, were : 
ons, {Wilembled in Jeruſalem. There he appeared to , 
eſta em in an upper chamber, ſaluted them with 
our Ne tendereſt affection, and thus began. ory 
t yet Nr my deareſt friends and brethren, this is 
ſts in e laſt time you will ever ſee me upon this 
cloſe! wa Jam now going to aſcend to my Father, 
ming! nd to the pofſeflicn of my kingdom. For the 5 
ck u ace of three years and an half, I have carefully ac] 
nields;! dliructed: you, the very ſame inftruQtons- ol | 
keen u deliver to the world; ye Know in what 
their nner I have lived among men, 1 'have ſet 
et (tht Mu an example that ye ſhould do as L have done. 2 
bios be F ather ſent me into the wal, o ſend 1 
awak: of. 3 | "You J TH 
5 a 


victory, we may nevertheleſs obtain ſome ſmall 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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you; my divine commiſſion was confirmed by 

_ miracles, ſo ſhall yours ; my Reſurrection from 
the dead is the laſt and the ſtrongeſt proof of my 
divine authority, it is the baſis, the immoveable 

foundation upon which my kingdom ſhall tang, 
it is alſo the proof and pledge of your reſurrecti 
on to everlaſting life, for as ſure as I am riſen 
again from the dead, ſo ſhall ye. During theſe 
forty days I have frequently appeared to you, 
and fully inſtructed you in all things pertaining 
to the kingdom of God. On the firſt day of the 
week I roſe from the dead, and on that day ever 
fince I have viſited you. From henceforth let 
the ſame day be always regarded with a ſacred 
veneration by all my Diſciples. I have now 
appointed you to be the only witneſſes of my 
Reſurrection, and the publiſhers of my Religion 
among all nations, and this ye muſt do at the 
| hazard of your lives, for ye ſhall be hated of all 

nations for my names ſake. Be not diſmayed at 
theſe things, nor grieved at my abſence, for the 

Holy Ghoſt whom I will ſend from heaven ſhall 

a ana be with you to guide and ſupport you. 
But now ler us depart from the city, for as ye 

| have been the witneſſes of my Reſurrection, ſa 
ſhall ye alſo of my aſcenſion into the heavens. - 

Accordingly they aroſe, followed him through 
the city, unknown and unregarded by the guilty 


and thoughtleſs inhabitants, till they entered the 


highway which leads towards Bethany. But 


ſcarce had they paſſed the brook Cedron when 
20 | our 
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peter thus addreſſed his Maſter. Lord, you ſee 
the mean and ſervile ſtate of Iſrael the choſen 
people of God ; they are ſervants in the land of 
- promiſe, and in bondage to the uncircumciſed 
Romans; we are ſenſible of your power over all 
things in heaven and on earth, will you not 
therefore at this time reſtore our antient liber- 
a ties, deliver us from oppreſſion, and grant us 
proſperity as in the days ef old? To this he re- 
plied, I have often told you that my kingdom is 
not of this world ; .that it conſiſts entirely in a 
chearful and univerſal obedience to the laws of 
1 God ; that external. pomp and magnificence have 
no relation to it. Inſtead of reſtoring the Jews 
to their antient liberties, I tell you that the King- 
dom of God ſhall be taken from them, and the 
Gentiles who ſhall believe in me, ſhall be cho- 
ſen in their ſtead. But firſt of all it is neceſſary 
that the Goſpel be offered to the Jews, <* For out 
© of Zion ſhall go forth the law, and the word 
* of the Lord from Jeruſalem,” For though I 
was perſecuted and put to death in that city, yet 
to them the firſt offers of mercy ſhall be pub- 
liſhed, and after they have rejected theſe, they 
ſhall at length be rejected themſelves, till after 
the revolution of many years, when their.preju- 
veh dices ſhall be removed, and their underſtandings 
ily enlightned ; then all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, . and 
the Y cir nation reſtored as at the beginning. But it 
But not proper that ye ſhould know the times and 
ven i beaſons which infinite wiſdom has appointed for 
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the accompliſhment of theſe gteat events. As 


ſoon as I am gone into the -heavens, return Ye. 
ſtrait into the city, and abide there till the day of 
Pentecoſt, ſor at that time there will be aſſembled 


devout men out of all nations under heaven; 
then ſhall the power of + the Holy Ghoſt deſcend. 
upon you in a viſible and extraordinary manner, 
and ye fhall publiſh the truth of my Reſurrec- 


tion, and the dodrines of ſalvation, to men of 


all nations, and in their on languages, to the 


nuſtoniſhment of all who ſhall hear you, and mn 


the wonderful works done in my name. 8 
By this time they had gained the top of mount 
Olivet nigh to Bethany. Here he ſtopt, and 


while they ſtood before him in a mixture of 


love, and ſorrow, joy, and admiration, he lifted 


up his hands and bleſſed them, ſaying, now my 
deareſt and beſt beloved friends, I have given 


you a commiſſion to preach the Goſpel among all 
nations, I have taught you by my doctrine, and 


led you by my example; Be ye faithful unto' 


« death, and I will give you a crown of life. 


“ For unto him that overcometh will I grant to 


< fit with me on my throne, even as I alſo over- 
„ came, and am now going to ſit down with 
« my Father on his throne.” Fare ye well, my 
blefling be with you, the bleſſing of my God 
and Father be upon you, when Jam gone T will 


remember you, in heaven I will be: your friend, 
and when your work is finiſhed, I will crown 


; : 
"4 e 
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1 5 with everlaſting honour and glory. 
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As ſoon as he had ſpoken theſe words, he aroſe 
gently from the hill, and aſcended through the 
yielding air, while his Diſciples with uplifted 
hands, with adoring hearts, and wondering 

eyes, gazed upon him till the clouds intercepted 
their view. In the mean time two of the angelic 
hoſt which attended his perſon appeared to them 
in ſhining garments, and while the Diſciples | 
were ſtill looking upwards, they ſaid, ye men of | 
Galilee, ye Diſciples of the exalted Meſſiah, Il 

why ſtand ye gazing to the heavens, henceforth ll 

ſhall ye ſee him no longer with mortal eyes. [ 


But the day ſhall come, when in the glory of his 
Pather, and with all the holy Angels he ſhall 
deſcend into this lower world, and render unto 
every one according to his deeds. | | 
At theſe words the Angels diſappeared, and 60 
the Difciples returned into Jeruſalem, Above 1 
the clouds which at this time ſpread an obſcure 
canopy over Judea, there ſtood a chariot of 
divine workmanſhip, the materials of which it 
confiſted are no where to be found but in the 
empyrean heavens 3 the bottom more rehned 
than the pureſt ether, was ſolid, impenetrable, 
and tranſparent as the chryſtal. Upon this ſtood 
a throne of wonderful magnificence, whoſe co- 
lour reſembled the meridian ſky. A glorious 
| canopy covered it above, whoſe ſublime and 
vaulted corniſh diſplayed all the. beauties of the 
rainbow; four wheels of an amazing circunife- 
rence ſupported the whole ; theſe were endowed 
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with inſtinctive life, and innumerable eyes, be- 
fore each wheel ſtood a mighty cherub with four 
faces, and an equal number of wings, at once 
they viewed the vaſt circumference of heaven, 
and wherever they inclined to move, the wheels 
ſpontaneous moved along. Upon this chariot 
fat down the Meſſfiah, while brighter than the 
meridian ſun his countenance appeared to all the 
heavenly hoſt. Around him ſtood twenty thou- 
ſand chariots of inferior ſize, with innumerable 
horſes of elementary fire. In every chariot ſat 
an archangel encompaſſed with theuſands of in- 
ferior ſpirits; upwards the grand proceſſion moved 
in perfect order, in heavenly ſplendor, without 
envy and without pride. But far diſtant, and az 
high as the fallen angels could aſcend, they deſ- 
cried the helliſh crew formed into hoſtile ſqua- 
_ drons, and Satan on the front ready to intercept 
their march. Scarce had they feen, when diſ. 
tant thunders roar'd above their head, and flam- 
ing thunderbolts deſcended, thick as the rattling 
| hail upon the earth. But ſhields and helmets of 
__ cxleſtial temper reſiſted all their force, for bleſſed 
angels are always armed -againſt their foes, nor 
ever can be conquered by apoſtate ſpirits. Ten 
"thouſand clarions now are ſounded through the 
ſky, and the vocal ſymphony of all the heavenly 
train join at once, and raiſe the martial ſong. 
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Let God ariſe in dreadful pomp of was, 
And let confuſion ſcatter all his foes; 
Let yon rebellious proud infernal hoſt 
Feel inſtant wrath, by his avenging hand : 
As dark*ned clouds of rolling ſmoke diſperſs,. 
When furious tempeſts roar along the ſky, 
Or like the wax diſſolv'd in glowing fire, 
So let thine en'm'ies periſh at. thy. frown. 


Now far in the front the great Meſſiahs tha- 
riot drove with rapid wheels. Inceſſant light- 
nings flaſh'd around his head, and ſtreams of fire 


pour'd from his wrathful eyes, his countenance 


glowing with awful indignation, ſhone like re- 
fulgent braſs, or like the pureſt gold when melted 
in the furnace. The incenſed Cherubims were 


kindled into flame, their rapid wheels ſet heaven“ 


on fire, the bellowing thunders roared through all 
the hoſt, and furious whirlwinds roſe tempeſtu- 
ous from every angel's wings. 

Satan now pale with fear beheld their approach, | 
and trembling horror ſat on every face. Con- 
ſcious of inferior ſtrength, he knew it was in 
vain to fight, nor could he fly; to aſcend the 
heavens was impoſſible, and to deſcend through 
the embattled ſquadrons of his invincible foes he 


dreaded worſe than hell. He found no way of 
eſcape,. nor any time to deliberate, for in amo- 


ment the thundering chariot of the Meſſiah drove 
with. irreſiſtible fury over his guilty head, bruis'd 
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and convuls'd with agonizing pain, he lay prof. 


trate in the baſeſt contempt, trodden under the 


chariot wheels of ten thouſand mighty angels, 
A dreadful conſternation ſeized all his guilty 
crew, while the hoarſe tremendous thundery 
ura along the heavens, and the ſharp pointed 


lightnings pierced the flying fot, and furious 


whirlwinds toſs'd them round and round, and 
like chaff before the tempeſt, ſcattered all their 
broken legions through the ſky. Now had they 
_ utterly periſhed in this their laſt and bold at- 
- tempt, had not the great Meſſiah for wiſe pur- 
| Poſes reſerved theſe wicked angels to; the general 
- doom, when they 
5 perith i in the burning lake. 
Now ceas'd the thunders awful ending; white 
the viftors praiſe is ſung in n of celeftia 
g 


0 great Meſſiah, eh in 15 power, of 


As in thy grace; thou haſt aſcended high, 


And in triumphant majeſty divine, 
Diſpers'd thy foes, who led the captive rate: 
Of mortal men in ſtrong deluſive chains; 
Thou mad'ſt ern free, whom n had mad 

N ien --- 
Thou mak'ſt them rich, whom Satin had mat 
- poor, 
And God mall reign where Demons a rig 
F N 
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and all rebellious: men ul 
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death, and all the infernal powers, the Son of 
O0 od aſcends triumphant through the ſecond hea- 
vens of pureſt æther mix'd with the gentle beams 
: of ſolar light, for every ſtar to them appeared a 
d ſun, and every ſun diffuſed its rays on various 
worlds revolving ſwiftly round their central fires; 
d and every world inhabited by different tribes of 
ir _ ſenſitive or intellectual life, and every tribe re- 
y joicing in that bliſs which uncreated everlaſting 
te love beſtows on all. At length within their 


. W view but far diſtant, diſtant as the polar ſtars ef 
al this terraquious globe, the third and glorious 


ll WW heaven appeared where the Almighty Father 
holds his throne. Swift as the rays of light, the 


ſplendid gates, too bright for mortal eyes to 


trable ſubſtance, were of immenſe and amazing 
height, towering beyond conception, and im- 


5 quarters of the univerſe, of moſt exquiſite ſplen- 
dor and beauty, and upon each of them an in- 
ade 
FR taining theſe words, The juſt ſhall enter in,” 
ade one more eſpecially, which. looks to this terra- 


WE quious globe, was of inexpreſſible magnificence. 


zu To which upon the near approach of the Meſſiah 


do this gate, the heavenly ſong began on golden 
Fo n. Join d to the vocal ſtrain of all his faints. 


ow 19 / Ve 


Now crown'd with victory over hell and 


_ great Meſſiah and ail bis train adyance near the 


view. The walls of a tranſparent and impene- 


+ poſſible for any created being. to: ſurmount ; in 
theſe were twelve gates pointing to the four 


fcription was written in blazing characters, guns 
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| Ye gates, ſtand open, ye eternal doors 
Of boundleſs bliſs and everlaſting joy, 
Stand open now, diſcloſe your ſplendid valves, 
The king of glory enters with his train. 
But who is he you call the glorious king? 
That mighty Lord, the Ptince of angels bright, 
The great Meſſiah, glorious now from death; 
And crown'd with triumph over all his foes. 
Ye gates, ſtand open, ye eternal doors 
Of boundleſs bliſs and never eriding joy, 
Stand open now, unfold your ſhining leaves, 
The king of glory enters with his train. 
But whois he, that glorious king renown'd ? 
That mighty Prince, o'er cherubim ſo high? 
N The Lord of hoſts, whoſe precious blood re- 
N e eee 
The guilty world os Satan, fin, and death, 


At theſe words, the mighty gates opened ſpon- 

' taneous, while the Chariot of the Meſſiah ruſhed 
in like the rapid lightning, and all his Saints, 
an immenſe retinue, followed harmonious in the 
moſt perfect order, forming a proceſſion grand 
and magnificent beyond' whatever mortal eye of 
ear hath ſeen or heard, or human thought con- 
ceived. Myriads of Angels bowing lowly, cal 
their crowns before him, while with pureſt joj 

| they ſaluted their exalted Lord returned in glo- 
rious Majeſty and triumph over all his foes. No 
radiant. fun, no pale and changeſul moon, not 
. twinklin 
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twinkling ſtars, give light in that celeſtial world ; 
for there the eternal Father, the uncreated ſource 
of light, dwells in eſſential glory, ſurrounded 
with brightneſs inacceſſible. No mortal eye can 
ſee, nor angels themſelves behold the bright and 

| dazzling ſplendors of his throne. They cover 
their faces with their wings, when they + Tak 
near the divine preſence. There thouſands mi- 

niſter unto him, ten thouſand times ten thouſand 

ſtand before him. By theſe, in ſolemn Majefty, 


was the Me ſſiah conducted into the ſplendor of. | 


his Father's glory, before which the angels were 
obliged to veil themſelves and retire. Immedi- 
ately the voice of God was heard from his awful 
| throne, ſaying, * Thou art my Son, in whom 
„ am well-pleaſed ; for ſince the moment thou 
« firſt laid aſide thy glory, I have ſeen all thine 
&« aQtions, and J approve them all; therefore ſit 
thou at my right hand till I make thine ene- 


gfe thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
* and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy 


” = death of the croſs, therefore have I ex- 
ce alted thee and given thee a name that is above 


* on earth, and under the earth, may ſubmit to 
* thy authority, and confeſs that thou art Lord 


e expreſs image of my perſon,” 


mies thy footſtool. Ask of me, and I will 


« poſſeſſion : For becauſe thou haſt bumbled 
« thyſelf and become obedient unto death, even 


« every name, that all things in heaven, and 


« over all, the brightneſs of my glory, and the 
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At theſe words, he ſar down on the rizht hand ſar 
of the Majeſty on bigh, and there Was given fat 
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that _ 
all people, nations and languages ſhould ſerve 
him. Immediately there was delivered into his 
hands, by the Almighty Father, an immenſe 
Volume, -written in myſterious characters, which 
neither angels nor men could read, and ſealed 
with ſeven ſeals, which none in heaven nor on 
earth can open. This book contained the e :ernal | 
decrees of unerting wiſdom, the, charackers of 
men and angels, their paſt, preſent, and future 
actions, the revolutions, of ſtates, kingdoms, 
empires, and worlds unknown; the laws of the 
divine government, with the various connections, 
relations, ſubordinations, and final cauſes of all 
created beings, No ſooner had the Meſſiah re- 
ceived this book, with the univerſal power and 
"dominion annexed to it, than Enoch, Moſes, 
'Elijab, and many others, who had borng their 
©, teſtimony againſt prevailing corruption, and pro- 
; pheſied of the Meſſiah, fell down before him and 
 worſhipped+. him, ſaying. Thou art worthy to 

e take the book, and to open the ſeyen ſeals 

| © thereof, for thou waſt lain, and haſt redeemed 

| ee. us unto God by thy blood, out of every kin- 
© 'dred, and people, and tongue and nation, and 

* haft made us to dur God, Kings and Prieſts 

ce and we ſhall” reign for ever and ever.“ No 
ſooner had they ended, than the Angels, Cheru- 


bims and Seraphim, whoſe number was ten 1 
| fa 
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ſand times ten thouſand and thouſands of thou- 
ſands, tuned their golden harps, and ſung in rap- 
tures of divine harmony; “ worthy art thou who 
« waſt ſlain, to receive power and riches, and 
„ wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, 
« and bleſſing ; for thou art fairer than the ſons 
« of men : grace is poured into thy lips, there- 
« fore God hath bleſſed thee for evermore, And 
« now thy-throne, O God, is for ever and ever, 


ov 


Fa 


& for thou haſt loved righteouſneſs, and hated 
e iniquity, therefore God, even thy God, hath 


« thy fellows; he hath exalted thee far above all 
te principality and power, and might and domi- 


« every Name. At thy Name ſhall every knee 
„% bow, and every tongue in heaven and earth 
« confeſs that thou art Lord and King, to the 
„glory of God the Father.“ After this, the 
whole inhabitants of heaven joined in one exalted 
and univerſal chorus, ſaying, ** bleſſing, and 


* that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
* Mefliah for ever and ever. Amen, 


— 


THE END, 


&« the ſceptre of thy kingdom is a right ſceptre, 
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« anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs above 


„ nion, and given thee a Name which is above 


* honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
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1 Rev. Mr. William Laird, Belfaſt en e 
iy Mr; James Linton, Dromore 


Mr. Tho. Legg, Carrickſergun22ss 0 
Robert Leathem, Crumlin nn 
John Lockhart, ditto 0842. 2 RB Not | 

Miſs Suſanna Lane, Clonraeell!l 4 MF 
Mr. David Lyle Ane 55 1 
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1 
William Little a >; > pA ToÞ . 
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Mr. James Lendreck, Antrim 
James Law, Ban- bridge 
Aughtry Law, ditto 
William Law, ditto 
Thomas Ledly 
Thomas Lindſay 
Rev. Samuel Livingſton, Clare 
James Leſlie, of Leſflie-Hill, _ 
Rev. Edmond Leſlie, Dunluce 
Hugh Lyle, of Colerain, Eſq; 
Mr. Richard Loyd, ditto #7 
Rev. * Loggan, Ballynaſhane 
Rev. William Lynd 
Mrs. Leck, Agivy 
Mr. James Lendrick 
John Longmoor 
Alexander Laurence, Merchant, Colerain, 
James Laurence, Merchant, ditto 
David Lyndfay, ditto 15 
Will. Livingſtone, Ballywilliam 
Thomas Longmoor 


a M. 


The Right Hon. Lady Hellen Mac Donald 
Right Hon Lady Rachel Mac Donald 
Right Hon. Lady Eliza Mac Donald 
Mrs. Mc Naughten, Beardiville _ 
Bartholomew Mc Naughten, Eſq; Malindober 
Sampſon Moor, Eſq; Moor Lodge 
Richard Magenais, Efq; 
Lieutenant Montgomery) 5 
Rev. Mr Mulhallan | - 
| Rey. Samuel Moor, Buckmills 
Rev. John Moat 
Ney. * Murray, Cooktown 

Rev. Hugh Mc Leland 
Rev. Andrew Millar 
Mr. William Mc Tier 


John Mackay 
NE: 


SUBSCRIBERS. NAMES, 


Mr. 


f 


Mr. 


SUBSCRIBERS: NAMES. or 
John Methers 


ohn Mc Nab 
ohn Mc Duffee | 
illiam Mc Duffee 
William Mc Leland 
William Moor 


John Mc Laughlin 


Daniel Me Laughlin 


James Me Kuen 
Patrick Mc Quig 


Doctor Mc Veagh 
Mr, John Mc Dowel 


William Mulligan 
John Mc Rory 
John Me Clinton 


Samuel Mc Murray 


John Me Eldony 
john Mc Millan 
Daniel Murpby 
William Murray 
Francis Murrey 


William Murphey 


John Me Bride 


Robert Moor | 

William Mc Cormick 

| Joſeph Martin 
Daniel Me Kinley 

Andrew Martin, 


Duncan Mc Duffet 


James Millar 
Thomas Mc Lees 
George Moor 
George Moon 


Dennis Mc Cormick 


Charles Mc Keuen 


5 yo Mc Lean 


ames Mc Curdy 
ye Me Randles 


James Mc Leland 


xiv BUBSCRIBERS NAME B. 
Mr. Daniel Mc Killick, Merchant, Colerain 
Thomas Maxwell 
ohn Murray, Colerain 
| ohn Mc Curday 
Mrs. Jane Macky, Colerain 
James Mc Cormick | 
Mrs. Anne Mc. Carrol, ditto | 
Mr. Alexander Mc Rachan, Merchant, ditto. 
ohn Mc Cray 
ohn Mc Lees 
Jacob Me Crackan 25 | 1 
William Me Leer 5 \ 
Adam Mc Cutchion, Ballimoney 
William Mitchel 
William Morrifon 
Neal Mc Neal 
William Mitchel, Bookſeller, Coterain 25 Books 
Matthew Me Cock | 
Daniel Mc Kinle 
_ _ Magee, Merchant, Dublin, b Books | 


John Me Vittie, Eſq; Longford 
Mr. James Maxwell, Roſebrook | 
Rev. Willam Magee V 
* Rey. Job n Menogh, Lurgan | M 
| illiam Moorhead | 


James Mc Clintock, Ef, 
Rev. James Marſhal, Baliyclare 
Rev. Will. Montgomery, Bally Eaſton 
Rev. Alexander Mercer, 2 Books + 
Rev. James Mackay, Belfaſt 
Mrs. Mary Mc Connell 
Mr. Robert Morſon 
James Mitchell | 
William Mc Kean 
James — Omagh 1 
Sam. Maxwell, Surgeon an Apothecary, gina 3h 
Walter Marſhall . , * 
Robert Mc Neilly 
John Mauleverer 
James Millar 


SUBS CRIBERS NAM ES. 


Mr. Samuel Montgomery 
mes Major 
homas Major 
James Moore 
Mc Clure 
Mrs. Katherine Mc Clintock 
Mr. Thomas Moore Os 5 | 4 
John Me Kim bas | 
William Mitchell | . 
Samuel Mc Cray 55 
Rey. James Moody, Newry _ | 1 
Mr. William Major 0 5 
James Macky, Derry | 
James Mc Gill 
Mr. Robert Mills 
William Moore 
James Murren 
Alexander Me Knight 
William Meek 
Samuel Mc Cormick 
William Mc Conchy 
Alexander Me Lirnie j 
Mrs. Elinor Mc Camon „ + 4 
Mr. James Me Lelland 3 5 
John Mc Lelland NV A 
David Me William " 
Rev. William Mc Cormick 1 
Mr. William Me Culloch ' 
William Mulligan | } 
John Mc Dowel . . | | & ' 
Maitland, Drogheda 
John Me Crory | 47 
John Murray | 
Samuel Mc Clinton 
Hugh Montgomery . 
Nainey Maxwell, Eſq; Greenville 1 
John Mc Kie | 1 5 
John Moore, Larne ei 


Ki SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Mr. Phares Martin 
James Mc Naul 
Alexander Mc Kance 
Daniel Me Glaughan 
Sam. Mc Teer, jun. Belfaſt 
2 Me Creight | 
obert Meaſe, junior 
Robert Montgomery 
John Me Collum 
Me Veough, M. D. . 
Capt, David Mc Killop 3 Ne Rol 
Miſs Betty Mills, Dublin Rey 
Mr. Patrick Mc Conchy; Clard OW M. 
Rob. Mc Clintock, near Ballynure 
James Mc Connell, Killileagh 
Doctor Mc Cormick, Antrim . 
Mr. Andrew Me Dowell, Ballynure 
William Martin, Lisburn 
John Montgomery, Crumlin | 
John Mc Clintock TER 
Tho. Mc Clure, ſen. Crumlin. jm 
John Merry 
John Millar 
William Morriſon | 
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Rev. William Nevin, Downpatrick 
Rev. Robert Nelſon 
Jenathan Nichols, Eſq; Sheriff of Derry 
Mr. Robert Nelſon * 
William Nesbitt 35 
Arthur Newburgh 3 * » "= ns 
| William Nevill, Lisburn . 5 
Rev. Gideon Neilſon, Holly Bank 
Mr. William Nesbit 


Mr. 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. xvit 


Mr. Adam Neil 
Robert Neil 
John Neil 
Robert Neilſon 
James Neilſon, Ballywillan 
Henry Newton, Merchant, Colerain. 
. f 


' » 


Robert Ogilby, M. D. Newton Lemavady, 6 Books 
* Joſeph Osburn, ditto yy 
Nr. John Orr, Linen-Draper, Bally-Britain, $ Books 
ſohn Orr, Colerain 
William Oliver, Attorney 
James Orr, Linendraper 
Nicholas Oakman 
Robert Orr 
Joſeph Orr 
John One, Merchant, 


P. 


Hon. Miſs Packenkam 
Hon. Miſs Maria Pakenham © 
Kenneth Price, Eſq; Belfaſt 
Mr. James Patterſon | 
James Preſton 
Mrs Prendergaſt, Clonmell 
Mr. Robert Parkinſon 
John Pollock, Newry 
William Porter, Merchant 
Robert Porter 
James Porter 
Mrs, Perry Woodroff 


1 a 
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xvii. "SUBSCRIBERS: NAMES. 


Mr. James Parke, Ballypure = 
8 Arthur Park, Londonderry 
Mrs. — Patrick, Belfaſt 
Mr. Samuel Parker 
James Prentice 
Alexander Patrick, Coletain 
_ Charies Price 
Robert Paterſon 
Peter Paterſon 
George Paterſon 
William Patten 
Ruſſel Pattiſon 


Thomas Patten 

3 Peters, Coletain 4 

George renek | e | 
A 


Rev. Dr. Rodgers, near Colerain 
Mrs. Mary Ramadge, Colerain 
Mr. Alexander Ramadge 
John Rainey 
ames Roſs 
Hugh Roriſon „„ 
1 Andrew Reynolds 4 
F lohn Rankin, Ballywillap | 4 
I _ Reed, ditto 
1 ugh Reed, ditto 
Hugh Ranken 
Rob. Rice, Merchant, Colerain 
Hugh Rogers 
Samuel Raleton 
Wiliam Rowan, Gent. 
Lieutenant Stuart Rowan, 2 Books 
Mr. Robert Robiſon \ 
Miſs Margaret Robiſon 2 


Mr. 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. xx 


Right Hon Hercules Langford Rowley, weed 


Hon. Maſter Arthur Rowley 
Mr. Alexander Redock 


0 James Rogers 


8 Rainey 
John Reid 

5 Read 
Matthew Rutherford 
Samuel Roſs 
Rea 
David Roſs 
Thomas Roſs 


Thomas Ramſay, jun. Crumkn Z 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Reid, Glenarm 


Samuel Robinſon, Pelfaſt 


Miſs Reford, Antrim 


Rev. Mr. Wm. Rogers, n 
James Robinſon 
Richard Rayby, De 


Alexander _ M. D. Be fal. 


8. 


James gteyenſon, Eſa; 

Rev. Rob. Smith, Ballee 

Rev. Mr. Hugh Smith, . 
Mr. Samuel Scott 
Alexander Slater, Eſq; 

Rev. Mr. Skelton, Finienagh 
John Sproul, Eſq; Strabane | 
Mrs. Anne Shaw, Clonmell 


Miſs Mary Simpſon, Belfaſt 
John Stewart, Apothecary, ditts 


Rev. Robert Sinclaire, Larne 
Mr. Duncan Swiney | 
„Rev. Mr. Sloan, Newry 


ber. John Strong, a 
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Mir. George Stevenſon, Nr, Newry, 14 Books 
John Hill | 
Mrs. Jane Story _ 

Mr. Archibald Scott 
William Stevenſon, Stationer 
Robert Stewart 
Adam Schoals 
William Stevenſon . 
William Scott, Eſq; M. D. 
Mr. Moſes Scott 
John Stewart, Derry 
Alexander Scott 
Mrs. Rebecca Stevenſon 
Capt. George Scott 
Mr. Noble Stewart 
Thomas Short 
William Scott, Merchant 
Henry Scott | 
Rev. Mr. Robert Scott, Grange, 33 Books 
Mr. James Sprufan, Belfaſt 
Miſs Dolly Smyth, ditto 
Miſs Saunders, ditto 
Rev. James Stou 
Rev. William Stitt 
Mr. John Simpſon, near Arma 
John Stewart, Eſq; Ballydrain 
Miſs Stewart, ditto 
Rev. Robt. Smyly, Ballymoney. + 
Rev. John Smpfon, Colerain 
Rev. William Smith, ditto 
James Stewart, Eſa; ditto, 2 Books 
Mrs. Helena Stewart, ditto 
William Stevenſon, M. D. 6 Baoks 
Rev. Dr. Stokes ; „ 
Rev. Hugh Stewart 
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Mrs. Stewart, Killymoon 1872 „„ WESLe3 
Rev. William Stewart, Camnick; N Xt Mo f Sk 
Rev. Adam Smyth 14" ot eos bath 4b 
Mr. Peter Sharp r eee 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 1 


Mr. Samuel Smith 
Cornet William Smith 
Rev. Robert Scott 


Mrs. Story 11 Dt 1 int e 


Dt. Stiachan 
Mr Andrew Sharp 
Charles Stewart 
Richara Stewart 
James Stewart | 
Alexander Sterling 
Mr, Wille Smyth 
George Smyth | 
Mr. James Sloan | 
Robert Shihboy, Colerain 
Miſs Sarah Smyth, Belfaſt 
Mr. Valentine Smyth 
James Shannon, Derrybegg 
John Shannon, ditto 
Mr. Steel, Colerain 
Daniel Steel, near Colerain 
Henry Shenie, Colerain 
Jonathan Simpſon 
Robert Shirley 
Iſaiah Smith, Mulkeeragh 
Hugh Smith, ditto 
Robert Sinclare. 


T. 


Mr. James Thompſon, Surgeon, Culerath 8 
Daniel Todd . 1 
John Todd Ty 

William Thomſon 
Robert Taggart _ 
George Taylor, Newton 8 8 Books | 
John Tittle, Colerain ' 
John "Thomſon, 
Samuel Terrens 
Alexander Terrens 
Robert Thomſon 


ak "8 ppscnionns NAMES, 
| 7 William Todd „„ 1 WW Wu 
Gabriel Todd 
= Thomas Thompſon, 8005 n 


Rev. james Turbitt, 6 Copies = f Ret 
' R RL Me 
Michael Thorp 1 "4: of 

Mr. Thomas 828 N "EM Mr. 


John Thompſon, Derry 
John Thompſon, Muckemur, Y Books 
Robert Thom 
Samuel Taggart, Merchant 
John Thompſon, Beltait 


Thomas Taylor. 
| Ir. 
Mr. Author Vance 1 
Mrs. Temperance Vize, 2 Hooks 
Mrs. Suſanna Vize 
MI. Joſph Vize 12 
| The] 
| W. Rev. 
Mr. I 
3 Mr. F 
9 ames Webſter, Eſq, 4 Books 
Mr, 8 TI Wilfor Cay 
Henry Weſt, Fittenagh 
James White, Larne 
William Workman a 


, Joſeph Wallace, Belfaſt 

ev. John White, eure Tae 
My James Waugh 

Adam Walker, Profeſſor of Nat, TOY 

Alexander Wilſon | 
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Mr. Francis White, Crumlin 
Loftus Woods, Mathematician, be 

David Wilſon, Lisburn | 
William Walſh, Crumlin 
Rev. James White r 
Meredith Workman, Eſq; 

Robert Wood, Eſq; Colerain, 2 Books 
Mr. Joſeph Wilſon, Ballyauchrin 

David Wilſon 
oſias White 


wap Je illiamſon 
| Janes ak er. 
Mr, Michnel Wiſon | 
James Walker 


Mrs. Waugh „„ aire ff= 3h 

Mr. James Walwood. . rg, DEE 
* 51 1 of 
Af 4 

Hael Young Husband, 0 5 

Kev. Mr. Young, Antrim 

Mr. David Young. 

Mr. ? "00 Young 
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F E Author's Directions to che Printer 

were (agreeable to his Propoſals) to 
make the Lift of Subſcribers as perfect as 
poſſible: but the different Gentlemen who 
undertook the collecting of the: Names in dif- 
ferent Situations, after having made their 
firſt Returns, have ſent ſeveral Additions, 


which came too late to be placed in their 
cc 


Order; and it is hoped, that the Confuſion 


and Delay which. muſt be occaſioned by the 
reprinting and keeping back the Preſs for fur- 


ther Amendments, will be a ſufficient Excuſe | 
for its not appearing fo compleat as Was in- 
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